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BRITISH TASK

IN PALESTINE

ENDED

-

NEW JEWISH S

TATE OF ISRAEL

PROCLAIMED

RECOGNITION BY UNITED STATES

The British mandate for Palestine ended at midnight. Some
hours before, the Jewish National Council in Tel Aviv proclaimed a
new Jewish State of Israel. The National Council is to act as a
provisional Government, and Mr. Ben Gurion has been made Prime

Mimster.

Mr. Alexander, the Minister of Defence, yesterday assured the
House of Commons that the evacuation of British troops from
Palestine would be carried out speedily and safely and, if possible,

before August 1.

EGYPTIAN FORCES

ADVANCING

PRIME MINISTER'S
BROADCAST
From Our Correspondent
CAIRO, May 14

The Government newspaper Al Assas,
in o specinl edition issued at 10 pm, to-
Egypiian
columns were advancing into Palestine on

night, anpounced that two

2 wide front between Rafaa and El Auja.

According to the paper the order to

at dawn, and Egyplian columns have
occupied El Auja, which iz inside the
Palestine border about 30 miles south of

Rafan.

It s learned that the Amb Governments
have approved that King Abdulln should be
supreme commander of the Amab forces on
The King will be advised by a

three fronts

PROVISIONAL COUNCIL

TWELVE MINISTERS NAMED

Ter Aviv, May 14.—The birth of u
Jewish State of Israel was proclaimed here
this alterncon at an assembly of members
of the Jewishh National Council The
proclamation said: —

* We members of the National Conneil,
representing the Jewish peopie tn Palestine and
the Zionist movement of the world, met to-
gether in solemn assembly on the day. of the
termination of the British mandate for Pales-
l.'!nc_ and by virnee of the natural and historic
right of the Jewish swple and by resolution of
the General Assembly of the United Nations,
hereby proclaim the establishment of a Jewish
Sute in Palestine to be called © lsmel” ™
The proclaration was broadcast over the
newly  opened  Jewish broadcasting station
“ Voice of lsmel  and was made eight howrs
before the mandate ofbically  terminated
bocause Saturday is the Jewish Sabbath.

The proclamation also said: “ As fram the

ter ton of the Jate at midnight to-
night and uniil the setting up of duly elected
bodies in accondance with the constitution to
be dmwn up by the Constituent Assembly not
later than October 1, 1948, the present National
Council shall act as the provisional Govern-
ment of the Swute of I=racl.
*The State will bo open to all Jewish immi-
grants, will promote the development of the
country for all us inhabiants, will be bascd
on the precepts ol liberty, jusiice, and peace
taught by th= Hebrew prophets, will uphold
full social and polincal equality for aﬁ its
citizens without distinction of race, croed, o1
sex, and will guarantee full freedom of educa-
tion and culture,”

SAFEGUARDS FOR SHRINES

The proclamation also promised safegunrds
for shrines and religions places of all religions,
und that the Stats wonld dedicate itsell ™ (o
the principles of the Charter of the United
Nations.™

The proclamation sppealed o the United
Nations 1o asust the Jewish {n.-op!c in building
their State, and sought admission inte the
United Nations. 1t called upon the Arab in-
habitants of the * State of Israel ™ 1o relum to

advance into Palestine was given yesterday

war council, on which the sinffs of all the Arab
This stafl will

armics will be represented.
coordinate operations on all froms

The Arab Governments have alo come 10

an agreement that tbe Synan and Lebancse
armies should operate under o unilied com-
mand on the northern front. The eastern front
will be entrusied to Iragi and Transjordan
troops, while Egypiian, Saudi Arabian,
?’:mmite forces will operate on the sout
ront,
also been placed under the Egyptian command
it is stated. Adr commuand has also been unified

bt the commander-in<hiels name has not

been revealed.

The Egyptian Prime  Minister,

alro:

Orders have been given to the Egyptian armed
forces to enter Palestine with the object of

restoring security and order in that country
and putong an end 1o massacres perpetrated by
terrorists, Zionist gangs, and agamss humanity
—Reuter,

U.S. RECOGNITION OF
NEW STATE

PROCLAMATION BY MR.
TRUMAN

Muay
formally

WASHINGTON, 14 —Presiden

Trumun to-night

Jewish State in Palestine.—~Rguier.

Action at Lake Success on

on page ~.

JEWISH SETTLEMENT
SURRENDERS

ARAB LEGION IN ACTION
FROM OUR OWN CORRESPONDENT
JERUSALEM, May 14
Kfar Etzion, the chief of four settle
ments south of Hebron, surrendered thi
morning to the Arab Legion after, it i
believed, the Jews had withdrawn from
the other three yesterday.

but this is not sure,

Photographs are now 1o be scen in Jernsalem

of the Jews sumendenng, and. it is stared tha

some prisoners have been taken 1o Transjordin,
four Jewish
doctors who were dropped by parachute yester-
day and taken prisoner are now in the Old

Another report declares thal

City of Jerusalem.

yeneral Sir Alan Cunningham, the High

Commissioner, left Governmeng House thi
morning alter inspecting a guard of honow
from the Highland Light Infantry. He wa
cworted by Life Guands with police outrider
through Jermsalem, and then the 1st Guard
Paratrpop Hatalion, An RAF. flight over
head accompanied him to the airpoit o
Kulundia

As soon as the Army and police left north

Jerusalem firing began and ingcrensed steadily

The Jews began to fake the central zone, in-

cluding the police headquarters, as far o

Barclays Hank in Allenby Square,. They also
hoisted the Zionist Mag on the lower of the old
Ttalian hospital, and the city is now cur in (wo
along the 1oad from the Damascus Gate to
Heavy firing has also
been heard belween the Damascus Gate and

Princess Mary Avenue,

Sheikh Jarrar,

MARTIAL LAW IN IRAQ

FROM OUR CORRESPONDINT
BAGHDAD, May 14
The Government
throughout Irag to-n
suspended, amd
military areas, with a troops commander as th

aht

supreme authority in each area, The nnnounce.
ment, which was broadcast, stated that it was
a temponify measure in view of the develop-
ments in Palestine and in the interests of local
The Prime Minister's statement

soecuriny. ! e
prayed “ for an Arab victory.

S

and

Saudi Arabian armoursd forces have

Nokrashy
E‘.nha, declared in a midnight broadcast from

procinimed
United States recognition of -the new

the
appointment of a Mediator is reported

A police
informant stated that 193 Jews were killed,

rrlxinimcd martial Jaw
All civil lawg are
Irag is divided into four

wavs of peace, amd promised them full and
equal citrenzhip and represcntation in the
State bodics and institutions.  Peace was also
oflered 1o the neighbouring Arab peoples.
The declarntion concluded @ = With trust in
Almighty God we sel cur hand 10 this declam.
tion in the city of Tel Aviv on this Sabbath
eve, the Gfth day of Iyar, STUS (according to the
Jewish calemdar), May 14, 19487 A
Mr. Ben Gunon is Prime Minister of the
new State,  He also takes the Defence port
follo in the Jewish National Council. His 12
Ministers are: —
| Forelgn  Alfairs, Mr. Moshe Shertok:
+| Treasury, Mr. Eliezer Kaplan; Communica-
tions, Mr. David Remez ; Trade, Industry and
Supplies, Mr. F. Bernstein: Home  Affairs,
Mr 1. Grunbaum ; lmmigration, Mr. M.
Shopiro; Labour and Pubhc Work, Mr. M.,
Bentov ; Agriculiure, Mr. A, Zisling: Police,
Mr. B. Shitreet; Justice, Mr. F. Rosenbluth ;
Ministers without  Portfolio, Rabbis J. L
Frshman and 1. M. Lewin.

The provisional State Council has revoked
| the British White Paper of 1919 limiting immi-

ration to Palestine and legslivon  limiting
‘land sales.—Reuter.

HIGH COMMISSIONER

ARRIVAL AT HAIFA FOR
DEPARTURE

Hara, May 14—General Sir Alan
Cunningham, the High Commissioner,
I arrived here to-day by air from Jerusalem
in an aircraft piloted by the Air Officer
Commanding 1 Palestine, Air Commpo-
dore Dawson

When General Cunningham lelt Govern-
ment House in Jerusalem earlier ta-day his
sianddard was struck, and a piper played on the
roof ae he left the building.

The High Commissioner later went on board
the cruiser Eurvalus, in which he was due 1o
sail from Haifa for Britain at midnight.

Lientenant-General G. H. A MacMillan,
General Otficer Commanding in Palestine,
landed at Haifa nirpory o few minutes before
the High Commissioner,

Spitfires-from the aircmft carnier Ocean flew
overhead as the British generals landed.

Genernl Cunningham inspected o guard of
honour compas of Palestine police, amnd
shook hands with the Jewish Mayor of Haoifa,
the Arah deputy Mavor, and the head of the
Jewish community council=—the only civilians
at the airport,

On reaching the harbour, which was heavily
guarded, General Cunningham  inspected a
guard of honour from the 1st Hatalion,
Grenadier Guards, and a band played the
National  Anthem.  Hundreds of  troops
crowded the roof tops of the port buildings
1o watch the ceremony.

The cruiser fired her gung in salute, and
15 Spithires few over the warships, dipping in
salute as they passed overhead —Reuter,
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“ DISASTROUS POLICY ™ OF
THE MANDATE

The Arab Office in London, in a statement
yesterdny, sald in part:—

The entire Palestine tragedy was created by
the mandate and by Britain's obstinale attempt
1o carty out for ) years the disastrons policy
Inid down in it. . . . Siripped of all this
dising - flage, the mandate pro-
vided [or the establishment of a national home
for ane people in the country of another.

By the mandate the Zionists have been en-
abled o establigh for themselves a position in
Palestine—economic, political and military—
which threatened with a deadly menace the very
existence of the Ambs. . . . While nothin
can undo the fall amount of the harm which ili
hus done, its termination will at least give the
Arabs the opportunity which they have never
had until now of resisting the invaders face
1o face and without the intervention of the
foreign Power which has hitherto given them
its protection.

Mr. Beryl Locker, speaking al a Jewish
.\?mcgcl'rm. conference in London last night,
saiid the Jewish people had wan or 2,000
cears for the moment which had now arnved.
ilr sobd It was due * to historic names in the
British Commonwecalth, namely—Lord Shafies-
bury, Disraeli, and Winston Churchill, and the
Holy Land will never forgor the good (arns

¢

. | throu

*lin order to siay longer in Palestine

EVACUATION OF
TROOP

—

'SPEEDY AND SAFE
OPERATION

ASSURANCE IN HOUSE

WESTMINSTER, Fripay

On this day of the surrender of the
Palestine mandate the House of Com-
mons, before it adjourned for the Whitsun
Recess, was primarily preoccupied with
the military situation in that disturbed
country before the final evacuation of
British troops. 1t welcomed an assurance
from Mi. ALExXANDER, Minister of De-
fence, that evacuation would be carried
out speedily and safely, and il possible
before August 1. and that there was sufli-
cient wtrength of troops to make that
possible.  He indicated that if the Com-
mand in Palestine required reinforcements
during any period of withdrawal these
would be torthcoming,

The subject was raised initially by Mr. Low
(Blackpeol, N., C.), who expressed concemn
over the military prepamtions for the withe
drawal, From to-morrow, he said, when our
main consideration would be a safe and speedy
evacuation, things were bound to be done
which would annoy Jews and Arabs, and it
should be made clear that what was done was
solely with the object of effecting the evacua-
ton, The Government should give an assur-
ance that the commander had sufficicnt forcss,
including air support, to ¢nable him to com-
pléte the withdrawal safely, even in the worst
circumstances that now seemed likely, For
the sake of the safety of our troops seps
should be taken to ook after immigrants, as
a most difficult sinwation was bound 1o arise
if they all suddenly arrived in Palestine.

A SERIOUS MISTAKE™

Coroner. Gosae-Duscan (Perth, €. said
that there had obviously been a serious mistake
over the question of withdravwal When it
suddenly became necessary to call on reinforce-
ments to aid the evacuation of large and
powerful forces something must have gone
mdically wrong,  The Government's policy
for Palestine in the last year or twoe bad had
disastrous effects.  The armed forces there felt
their hands were tied and they had o very
strong fecling that the Government's onders,
particularly recently, had favoured the Jews
aver the Arabs. 1f things went further to the
bad, the Government would be absolutely
responsible.  He wondered if the lesson of
General Gordon's death and the responsibility
of the Government then concerned had been
forgotten : there was in Palesting the chance
of n far groater tragedy
Mi. PactT (Northampton, Lab.) said that if
we interferad with Jewish immigration it would
mean wholesale war, not merely with the
terronsts but with the effective Jewish army.

MR. ALEXANDER'S REPLY

Mir, Acexaxors, Minister of Defence
(Sheflield,  Hillsborough, Lab) said  that
Colorel Gomme-Duncan had given a false
picture of what the real sction of Britain had
been. The military authorities had always had
the complete confidence and support of the
Government in what they had done.  There
had been no way in which the Government had
failed to support them in any request which
had been made.
He could give a categorical assurance that
the troops would be evacuated speedily and
<alely, and if possible before the ultimate dage
of withdrawal. The evacuation of waluable
stores regquired for (uture needs was important.
Nevertheless, the Government did not regard
the saving of a small quantity of stores as
being of such an essential character that it
should delay evacuation of the troops them-
selves. (Cheers) The great bulk of the stores,
apart from those required for dnyv-to-day
m.nim:n.m:"e ol the lr::;rh an:! th?r £5) ety.ll:ld
Seen nlready evacuated completely or got mto
the w.ni?:" cnclive in orfu' to get them
i,
With regard o the reinforcements sent early
this month to Palesting, ot the date when rrin-
forcements were sent in some events had taken
place which led the authorities to foresee that
there might be an increased clement of dang:
in the tnal days before the ending of the
mandate and before the peried sheduled for
final evocuation. There was no other reason
behind putting in temparary reinforcements
There was no Intention of putting them in
or for any
other ulterior motive.  (Cheers)  Thay had
never been contemplated.
There was suflicient strength of roo)
see that ﬂ':lhcll-'.lliundhas safely carried
with reasonable s - :
Mi., Staxiny {‘F‘i‘;ismL West, C) asked if
Mr. Alexander would say if at any time it
should nppear that we had not enough troops
necessary o ensure a sale withdrawal, we
had plents more available and were prepared
to send them. !
Me. J. H. Hupsox (Ealing, W, Lab).—And
(Lopd Opposition pro-

{(+]
out

start another war !
tests.) : N
Mg, ALpxasnie—There is no question of
starting another war, !
Eage WiNterToN (Horsham, C)-~It is a
disgraceful observation.  (Opposition cheers.)
Mi. ALEXANDER, continuing, said that wha-
ever lorce was required (o give the proper
securily for our men coming out, whether
military, naval or R.AF., there was no douln
that it would be sent to their psistance, (Oppo-
sition cheers.)  While it was not possible to
continue retaiming Jewish iu:fxl immigrants on
British soil they were not golng 10 be allowed
to use Haifa dunng the evacuation of Brtish
troops. 1t was open to the Jewish Agency
o send them to places other than Haifa, At
ail stages (he Government had done all in
their power to back up the military authorities.
The British troops had exercised a restraint,
imparvality, and a stondard of conduct of
which they could be as proud as ther conduct
in any other campaign in which they bad been

engaged. !

It was not true that something on
the spot was  holding  back _fl_ro‘er col-
laboration  belween  the  political, vl

il
and military authonties. He paid a tribute
w the High Commissioner, and said that
the scrvices as 4 whole had done a magnihi-
cent job. When history came (o be written
there would be a far better nssessment than was
heing made now of what the ideas of Britsh
justice, education, and social and ecopomic
development had meant to Palestine. Every one
prayed that the strife there would be brought
10 o specdy conclusion and a foundation would
be lnid on which 1o build a great future for the
country.

COAL USERS' COUNCILS

The Minister of Fuel and Power has
appointed the following to be members of the
Industrial Coal Consumers’ Council, set up
under the Coal Industry Nationalization Act,
1946:—

Mr, WK O, Avues, joint mazag=g director of W, 11
Allen, Som and Co,, Limied, elecineal and eechanical
engitoen, Medford 3 Mr R Mlanviniiais, depuoty chisf
prgincer_(genaiation), Briish Dlectriciny Auibority |
W, MeGuveay, direciar-general of markciing, I}
Coal Board, M. T. WithusMsos, geo. sod.,  Natona
Uniop of General and Munkizal Waorkers, and member,
General Connsll, T.UC

M, McGilyray has also been appointed a
member of the Domestic Coal Consumers’
Couneil,

A FINE WEEK-END
e e
EOM OUK WEATHER CORRESPONDENT

Yesterday was London's warmest day of
the year, with 'Hdr} The temperature rose (o
T3deg. at Tunbri ﬁc Wells and 72deg. o1
Bournemouth and Ryde,

The same fine, warm weather is expected
1o-dny over En ].und, Wales, and east Scol-
land, although there will sull b¢ more cloud
in west and north Scotland than elsewhere,
Little change is expected to-marraw, but there
is a chance of local thundersiorms developing
on Monday.

INVALIDS

Lorp Grprswoop has undcrﬁmr a minor

which have been done for it by Britain.”

operation in the private wing of King's College
llr:apinl and his condition is very sausfactory.

| Républicaing & Picd,” and buglers to sound

THE PRINCESS
IN PARIS

CROWDS’” WARM
WELCOME

—

DECORATIONS FROM
PRESIDENT

From Our Own Correspondent

PARIS, May 14

Paris gave to Princess Elizabeth and the
Duke of Edinburgh a welcome which, for
warmth and spontaneity, could hardly
have been exceeded. Throughout this day
of official engagements the gay and per-
sistent crowds cheered and applauded
them. 1t was as if all the joy and affection
with which the citizens of France followed
the Princess's engagement and wedding
had been stored up for this mectng and
were ut last released. Those who mingled
with the crowds heard many expressions
of delighted surprise to find how much|
livelingss, grace and charm are lost in the
photographs and films that are all most
of them have so far known of the Princess.

It was o great occasion.  As the Princess
hersell recafled in her speech, this is the first
ume that she has left Brnish soil. That she
chose to visit France {irst has been deoply
appreciated  here, and hopes of sull closcr
understanding  between  the (wo  countries,
always cager for something new and more
conerete 1o feed vpon, have found fresh
CXPIESSIOn.

The visit also shows Parisians how (he bonds
between the various members of the Commaon-
wealth pass throogh the Crown, for the diplos
matic representatives here of Canada, Aus-
tralia, India, and South Africa have almost
gone out of their wav to show that it is their
princess, as well as Great Britain's, who has
come here to<day. A writer in Combar to-day
said : * There is nothing that we cannot hope
for from a roval fumily so respectful of 1o
march of history., 1t may be you, Princess,
who will fill up the lutle ditch of walt water
which divides pur Gris-Nez from your white
cliffs."™

EXCITED CROWDS

The royal party reached the Gare du Nord
oon after 9 a.m. and were met-by M. Bidault,
M. Pincau (Minister of Works and Transport),
Sir Oliver and Lady Harvey, with whom the
royal couple are staying, the heads of
the Dominion diplomatic missions, and many
officials. A few minutes later their Royal High-
nesses were in their ear, their own Daimler
brought specially from London, and maoving
slowly out of the station vard into the view of
the crowds waiting excitedly for their first
glimpse of the vistors. The Princess, in a
dove-grey coat and bonnet-shaped hat trimmed
with pink roses, and the Duke, in naval
uniform, smiled and waved at the cheerful
admiring crowds,

At the Embassy

sonted, and at noon the Princess and the

ke left to call on the President of (he
Republic. i
The President welcomed his roval guests with
n short spoech, and then gave lo the Princess
the insignia of the Grand Cross of the Legion
of Honour, * Be pleased to find,™ he <aid,
“ in the granting of this dignity the testimony
of the respectiul and ender affection of the
people of France for your gracious Highness,
nnd the gauge of the brotherly and lasting
friendship of France and Great Britsin.™ Then
it was the Duke's tumn, and the Sccretary of
State for the Navy read out tha citation: ** For
magnificent service in the allied cause, in the
Royal Navy during the war.” The President

pinned the Cipix deg Guerre on hig breast,
ﬁying: ‘Su'.'ghn - of lf:'lmt‘,tnd the
F Navy and Army know your bravery,
;:our actions, your oits in the great British

avy, by the side o
ca "

the allics in o common
AT THE ETOILE

Meanwhile, away in the Champs Elysées and
at the Etoile, the crowds werno massing to watch
the drive to the Are de Triomphe, e rools
and balconies were black with people, and
down the long avenue the ribbon of people
packed on cither pavement stretched away into
the distance.  Belfore the tomb of the Unknown
Soldier stood two British military policemen,
holding up a huge wreath of roses, lilies, and
Peomies.

When the wreath had been placed in position
the Duke and all the other uniformed company
came 1o the salute, while, in the stiliness, the
movingly beavtifol * Aux Morts © wis sung.
General Giraud, a handsome ligure with s
white moustaches, stepped forward in his
capacity as peesident of ‘the Committee of
the Flame, and led the royal visitors away 1o
sign the golden book.

The sky cleared for the opeaing of the
exhibition ** Eight Centuries of Britsh Life in
Paris,” which was the principal purpose of the
visit 1o Paris.  The gardens, colonnades, and
steps of the Musée Gallidra lent themselves
to stately ceremony, and the mlded chairs were
set well above the crowd.  Dismounted horse
guards, with drann swords, stood magniticently
on ciber side of the steps.  Behind them were
the band of the foor guards, the * Gardes

diplomatic staffs were

the salute Black<coated ushers, with silver
chains and cocked hats, waited to lead the

TOCCRS MON.

M. Plerr® de Gaulle, president of the Panis
Municipal Council (brother of the General),
met the Princess as she drove up in her own
car, wearing a Jong coat of slate-blue Otoman
silk, full-skirted and tight-waisted, with draped
pockets over cuch hip, and a wide straw hat
of the same colour, trimmed with tulle and
lilies of the valley.

After the introductory speeches, M. Bidault
delivered, in the name of the Government, &
felrcitous address in which he welcomed the
exhibition as evidence that * nations have other
things o exchange besides griefs and com-
moedities,”  To-day [be added] the presence
of your roval Highness, the embodiment of
the youth and foture of o great and friendly
nation, bids us tum our thoughts towards
fairer to-marmoss.’ .

The Princess replied in French, with a barely
perceplible accent and just that English lilt
which, to French ears, adds charm and savour
to their tongue. Her voice was remarkably
clear and full, and carried well over the loud-
speakers in spite of an untimely clangour of
some neighbouring church bells. She spoke of
the contrast between the ancient rivalnics and
the present confidence  between  the  (wo
peoples, which proved that the bitterest enmity
could give way to riendship just as profound.

o-ef;y. she said, if nations were to escape
destruction they must work for the breakdown
of prejedices bom  of  narrow-minded
nationalism.  No country wis momlly selfs
sufficient, any more than it was economically
self-supporting.  France and  Britain  must
ke the lead in throwing into the common
pool the gifts and virjues that were their most
treasured heritage. A1l men, and the Nnitish
ameng them, had nuch to lesrn from the
French; she hoped that the British might be
able 1o offer them something in returm

On lcaving after a tour of the exhibition,
Princess Elizabeth was presented with a special
copy of the catalogue, bound in red morocco
feather and stamped with the arms of the city.
She then drove back through the crowded
sireets 1o the Embassy to prepare for the
banquet—of * austerity "7 proportions—gven
in her honour to-night at the Elvade.

There were about 40 guests.  Princess Ehiza-
beth and the Duke of Edinburgh were accoms
panied by the Ambassador ond Lady Harvey
The Princess's dress was of white satin, (rimmed
with turquoise paillettes.  She also wore n
diamond tiara and o dumond necklace and
over her shoulder the broad red sash of the
Grand Cross of the Legion of Honour,

eee—

MR. HARRIMAN'S RETURN

e e —t

Mr, Harriman, the United Sttes Special
Ambassador in Furope for the Recovery Pro.
!mmmr. left London Airport last night for
Vashinglon after his discussions in Paris and
London. He described the progress made as

PARTY REQUEST TO
MR. EDWARDS

FUTURE POLITICAL
CONDUCT

WRITTEN UNDERTAKING

Mr. Alfred Edwards, Labour M.P. for
Middlesbrough East, said yesterday that
he had received a letter from Mr. Morgan
Phillips, general secretary of the Labour
Party, asking for a written undertaking as
1o his future political conduct.

Mr. Edwards, who recently appeared before
the chairman’s sub-commitice of the Labour
Phiy's national executive, is to attend the
party conference al S.::rberouﬁh neat week.

My view s, he said, * that as thero are
resolutions on the agenda at the conference
an nationalization of iron and steel, 1 should
be at liberty to repeat to the conference the
vicws | have been putting forward. . . .

* Meanwhile, 1 think the Government should
make a statement making it clear whether ot
not they have sccepted my proposal lo take
over the shares of the fron and steel companies
where necessary. 1 they have accepted, 1 am
in agreement with them and will speak in sup-
port of the Government at the conference.
do not see how you can have a sensible debate
on this issue unless the Government make a
full statement in advance.”

% Mr. Edwards's speeches recently have
contuined critical references to nationalized
industrics of which, he said, experience so far
had not been so good 4s 10 encourage intcr=
ference with the structure of the steel Industry.
In Leeds on Monday he said that he
wamed his party not to expect in him someone
who must (o what he was told ; be added that
he had heard of the phrase ** the crack of the
whip ™ and had slightly felt the lash.

PRINCESS JULIANA'S
REGENCY

SWEARING-IN CEREMONY
FROM OUR CORRESPONDENT
THE HAGUE, May 14

At a joint session of the two Chambers
of the States-General to-day Princess
Juliana was sworn in as Princess Regent
of the Netherlunds. The ceremony, in con-
trast  with the official beginning of
Princess Juliana's first regency, which
lasted from the middle of October until
the beginning of December, 1947, was
very simple.

Addressing  Princess  Juliana and  Prince
Professor Kranenburg, president of the joint
sitting, recorded the deep regret which the
whoke population of the Netherlands had ex-
perienced on hearing of Quecen Wilhelmina's
abdication. * But in full confidence (he went
on) and with sincere attachment, the people
of the Netherlands see the excreise of the royal
poner entrusted to your hands, fully con-
vinced that all rights of freedom will be safe-
guarded during your reign.”™

LORD FITZWILLIAM KILLED
IN AIR CRASH

ACCIDENT IN SOUTHERN
FRANCE

FROM OUR OWN CORRESPONTNINT
PARIS, May 14
Lord Fitzwilliam and Kathleen Marchioness
of Hartingwon, the oniy passengers in'a Dove

|aircrafy belonging to the British air charter

company ** Skyways,” were both killed when
the machine crashed yesterday evening at
Sainte-Daurille, near Privas in the Ardiche.
The crew, pilot and radio operator, were also
killed. The aircraft was on its way from
London to Cannes, and had stopped earlier in
the day at Le Bourgel.

Reports from Privas say that the machine
was caught in a vioknt storm and crashed ino
a mountain. The noiss was heard by a farmer,
who sct off in the direction whence it had
come, and after ap hour and a half's search
found the wreckage, rescue  party  was
organized from Privas, and it was then that
Lady Hartington's body was identified. This
morming another parfy went out to the
wrecked aircraft.

MILK SALES FREED FOR
THREE WEEKS
——————

UNRESTRICTED SUPPLY

The Ministry of Food states that it is ex-
pocted that, because of (he exceptionally fine
weather, the yield of milk during the next three
weeks will be more than sufficient for the
allowance,

The Minister has decided therefore that
from to-morrow for three weeks until June §
there will be no restriction on (he amount of
milk which retailers may sell to their registened
domestic consumers and  registered  Catering

IN GREECE

—_———

From Our Own Correspondent

ATHENS, May (4

The Soviet Chargé dAffaires, M
Tehernychev, last night transmitted
memorandum to the Foreign Ministe
Mr. Tsaldaris, on the subject of the Gree
execulions.

Soviet people, who ™ expected ™ them
stop immediately.
Soviet public opinion.

Although technica
mildest form of di

the tone of this one is stern,
Government, however, Is ex

nda designed 1

its chiel purpodse was
reck rebels.

opa
ireinforce the morale nﬁhe

Greek exccutions.

ils

forces during the occupation,
which those guilty are now being executed.
————

ECONOMIC CHAOS IN
CHINA

GOVERNMENT'S DILEME\.‘IA
FROM OUR OWN CORRESPONDENT
PEKING, Max 14

Chefoo

Inst bastion outside the Great Wall. |

gone of saving Mukden.

"‘ll;;-w ‘The Chinese national currency ha
furt depreviated, the present mate bein,
r. This is more than double what it wa
a month ago and is an increase
cent. in 10 days.
Although t

controlled
new [orei

ment and

strong leading article in the local Kuomintan,
paper Shik Chich Peo, which violenily costi
gates the Government's inaction and demand

the masses is nearing exhaustion,

BELGIAN CABINET CRISIS
RESOLVED |
e

M. SPAAK TO REMAIN IN

OFFICE

FROM OUR CORRESPONDUNT
BRUSSELS, May 14

the Socialist partics on the subsidizing of
Roman Catholic technical schools and on the
parents’ choice between courses in religion and

public schools.

Socialist  Party adopted by a
majonity the text of the agreement.
ment will resume next Tuesday.

Parlia

BRITISH-SPANISH TRADE

A NEW AGREEMENT
The Treasury announces that an agreemen

next 12 months.
Payments for the period (o Ma

establishments or 1o holders of temporary
ration documents.  Retailers must still supply
all priority entitlements first.
Control of supplies. will be reimposed on
June 6 and an announcement fixing the non-
iority allowance from that date will be made
aler.

E.R.P. MISSIONS TO EUROPE

THE ROLE OF LABOUR
FROM OUR OWN CORRESPONDENT
WASHINGTON, Muay 14

Mr. Hoffman, the Marshail plan administra-
tor, went to Milwavkee last night to confer
with the leaders of the American Federation
of Labour on the E.C.A.'s activities. He has
also had conferences with the Congress of
Industrial Organirations and other Inbour
groups in an endeavour 1o ascertain  how
recovery operations <an be handled from
labour’s point of view.

Speaking for himself and for Mr. Harriman,
the Ambas<ador-at-large for the recovery pro-
gramme, Mr. Hoffman said he considered that
no mission in Europe would be complete with-
out a competent labour member. To-day Mr
William Green,  president of the AFL,
pledged the federation’s full support - for
the recovery programme, saying. ** We have
offered Mr. Hoflman the AF.Ls help in the
hi%\zﬂl nnd broadest way that he might wish.”

he Senate approprialions commitiee cons
tinued its hmn‘nﬁ» on the ncovery programme
this morning, when the economic counsellors
to the United States Embassies in France and
the Netherlands testified, The former said that
American assistance last autumn tided France
over the grave social cnsis brought on by the
Communist-inspired strikes. The latter repre-
cented that Dutch officials were concerned over
the provisions which scek to limit easp-west
trade in Euvrope, ang that trade with Russia
and her satellites is considered to be important
for Holland's own econombe recovery,

e——————

COCKCHAFERS SPRAYED
WITH D.D.T.

FROM OUR GENTVA CORRESFONDENT

Promising_ results are reported from an
experiment in  the Canton Vaud, where a
planted surface of about 6,000 acres infested
with cockchafers has been sprayed  with
4,0001b. of D.D.T. dropped from an aircraft.
The number of destroyed cockchafers is esti-
nuted al about 40m, 1t was noticed that all
birds fMlew away when the powder reached the
trees and came back soon afterwands,  Bees

VEry CnCOuaging.

were at fust somewhat u bui recovered
quickly. i v

will conl to be governed by the Anglo.
Spanish Monetary Agreement of March 28
1947, The Suﬂ

ment of June 26,

coal, machinery,
goods, and a wide range of other products

cxtent than hitherto, -

THE KING AND QUEEN AT
BALMORAL

by the Provost of Ballater, the Rev. Ernes
Adams.

leave Balmoral for the south on Tuesday.

REFUSAL TO WORK ON
SATURDAYS

of &
manths.

members, which was announced yesterday,

Leicestershire gih
10,00

ut of about tons a month. The

Saturdays, bur are kept |

SEVEN DEAD IN FIRE

fire broke out in their corrugated iron bunga
fow near Pontardawe, Swansea, i
were John Proser, 49 Mrs. Ann Prosser
&1, and their children Gwynfor, 18, Guwenllian
15, Emlyn, 14, Jean Averil, 12, and Gar
field., 11,

propet road.

THE EXECUTIONS

SOVIET MEMORANDUM

It said that the executions
had provoked the indignation of the

The Soviet Govern-
ment, it went on, shared the feelings of

:’[{ a memorandum is the
omatic communication,
The Greck
) pected 1 give the
same reply as it did to the inquiries of other
nations on the subject.  The wide publicity

ven to the memorandum by the radio and

ress of Russia and her satellites suggests that

The British Embassy has sent o further report
to the Foreign Office on the subject of the
The repont describes how
a senior member of the Embassy stafl visited
1|Euboca this week and was given af
some typecal murders commitied in the neigh-
bourhood by Communist<ontrollad ELAS.
murders for

The civil war continues to spread, with
scattered lighting over a large part of cen- ¢ Tt
tral Shensi ;mdg\mst Hana:. \':hr:rc many wero sclected and appointed by the Minisier
towns have been lost by the Government.
Shantung has been ajmost completely lost
again and the Communists are threatening
In Magchuria there has recently
been little fighting, but large Communist
forces are massing round Chinchow, the

Chinchow falls the last chance will have

Meanwhile the rapidly spirafling inflation is
causing the deepest alarm. Everywhere com-
modity prices are soaring. For mstance, the
price of a sack of flour has risen by about
two-fifths in the last 38 hours, and the prites
of other commadities have increased sccord-

. 1,500,000 Chinese dollars to one United States
Bernbard in the hall of the Second Chamber, | dolla i A
S0 per

civil war situation, the un-
prnting of C.N.C. notes, and the

ecxchange regulapons account in
part for the continual fall in value of Chinese
currency, these do nol entirely explain the
latest sudden increased inflation. Some Chinese
circles ascribe it to the reigning political con-
fusion of the last few days, caused by reported
difficulties in the formation of a new Govern-
warrels over the distribution of
Legislative Yuan seats. The serious view taken
of the cconomic situation is indicated by a

a ™ reversion to true revolutionary principles |
and the immediate punishment of corrupt civil
and military officials, Otherwise, it save there
is danger of rovoll, bacause the patience of

The Regent has asked M. Spaak to remain

the general council of the Socialist Party
and at noon were invited to go to the Palace
M. Rolin reported on the political situation
and on the agreement which had been reached
between delegates of the Christian Social and

SIR C. REID’S
DECISION

N.C.B. PERPLEXED

5| STEPS TO MEET
5 CRITICISMS

After a long meeting. yesterday the
National Coal Board issued a statement
which made clear its perplexity that Sir
Charles Reid should have resigned at this
juncture.

It felt that it had just taken two imporiant
steps, with which he had appeared to be
smllsiiui. o meet the main lines of his criti-
cism. He had approved both the constitution
and the terms of reference of the commiites,
the composition of which was announced on
Thursday, 1o take stock of the position reached
in the development of the board’s organiza-

uon,

With regard to his emphasis of the need [oc
a strong policy board, divoreed from _func-
tional Eﬁues. it has recently freed Sir Charles
Reid and Sir Joseph Hallsworth  from
functional responsibility, so that the total
number of non-functional members would
tave been five out of nine—the chairman and
vice-chatrman, Sir Charles Reid, Sir Joseph
Hallsworth, and Sir Robert Burrows. W
the board was established, only the chairman

(4]

0

und vi-rq:lhnirlr:’un were free 10 concentrate
on general poUcY.
The board felt that Sir Charles Resd had

not made clear exactly what changes he desired.
If they were matters of adminisiration within
its power, they could be considered by the
committee of which he had approved; if he
wanted something more radical, such as the
establishment of autonemous regiomal boards
something like those of the gas natienalization
Rill, that could be done only by Act of Par-
linment, but in any case there would be serious
diffculiies.

The statement issued by the board after
vesterday's meeting was as follows: —

The members of the National Coal Board

bul the organization itsclf was established by
decisions of the board. Sir Charles Reid was
a party to all these decisions., Jointly with
Mr. T. Fe B. Young (the other producton
member of the board) he has been primarily
responsible for planning the technical re-
organization of the industry foreshadowed in
the report of the commitice of which he was
chairman in 1945,

VIEWS NOT SHARED

As Sir Charles Reid's statement reveals, the
hoard as a whole has often been unable to
share his views on the extent to which it is
practicable or desirable to remin certain
features of the organization which existed
under multiple rn'\-ale ownership, but it has
always given full consideration to his views.
The creation throughout this great industry,
so suddenly unifisd, of an Drganzation strong
enough to discharge its national duties of
planning and control, yet sensitive and flexible
enough to encournge efficient and enlightened
management at all levels, is a task which can
only be achieved by patient and steady develop-
ment. The further devolution of many t
and the reduction of the executive burdens of
blaard nmhcn I_l&l'.‘ ngltmcd lirl:.;ual‘ na-y
along which considerable progress has al ¥
been made. Two board members, one being
Sir Charles Reid himself, - were [reed from
functional responsibility by a decision recently
aken with Sir Charles Reid’s full concurrence,
and the total number of non-functional mem-
bers would then have been five out of nine.
The board will always be ready to be guided
by experience and to weigh the consiructive
advice of those, within or outside the industry,
who can help in its task. It welcomes the con-
tribution which it expects from the fresh minds
to be brought to bear on its problems by the
new colleague, Sir Robert Burrows, and the
two cminent men from outsuide the indusiry
who have agreed to collaborate with him in
taking stock of the position pow reached—a
committee of which Sir Charles Reid approved
both “the coasttution and the forms of

reference.

The board has a duty to the country
all employed in the industry to
nationalization succesd, and in dmlc?l'ns the
organization it must not be deflected from the
aims which Parliament had in view.

The board is well aware that the managerial
stafl whom it took over have been working
under great strain since vesting date, baving
found themselves, often in pew positions, in

f
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and to
make

in office, and he has accepted. M. Rolin,|an or nization necessarily different from ¢ha
President  of  the Scna;c.q“nnd M Spaak | 0kd. board is glad 10 pay tribuie to the
had this moming attended o mecting of loyalty and patience with which these men have

continued to serve the industry and to the
efforts which they are making to put the
board’s policy into practice.

M.P.S’ QUESTIONS

courses in cthics for their children attending

This evening the National Council of the
two-thinds

has been negotinted with Spain on trade and
payments between the two countries during the

rch 31, 1949,

and Spain has agreed to grant import licences
for United Kingdom goods o0 a much greater

The King and Queen, accompanied by
Princess Margaret, armnived at Balmaral Castle
wsterday morning in brilliant sunshine.  Their
fnjesties ‘were welcomed at Ballater Station

It is understood that their Majesties will

Leicestershire miners, by a majority of
pearly four to one, have rejected a proposal
o continue working the special Saturday shift
hours once a manth for the next 12
The result of the ballot of union

) miners’
ccision is attnbuted mainly to the fact that
they have been refused permission to leave
the pits on the completion of their stint on
- re until the end
of the shift although they have no work to do.

A man, his wife, and five of their seven
children lost their lives early yesterday when

The victims

When the alarm was raised, fire
appliances were sent to the bungalow, but were
unable 10 get there because there was no

CALL FOR GOVERNMENT
STATEMENT
WESTMINSTER, Fripay
Mgr. Hexperson  Stewant, Liberal
National member for East Fife, in the
House of Commons to-day asked Mg
Ganskerr, the Minister of Fuel and
Power, whether he had any statement to
make on Sir Charles Reid's resignation
from the National Coal Board, and the
terse negative he received in reply by no
means satisfied Opposition members. The
Minister faced a barrage of questions.
Me. Stewarr drew a chorus of Opposition

cheering for his request that the Minister should
reconsider his statement.  He said; In view

ementary Monetary Agree- of the shock to public opinion which this re-
! 1947, which extended con-
vertibility of sterling, will be abrogated, but
Spain will remain inside the transferable|
account area. The armangements proyide for
exports to the United Kingdom of essential
supplics, including potash, pyrites, iron ore,
and also olive oil, fruit, and other foodstulfs.
Exports from the United Kingdom will include
chemicals, and electrical

signation has caused, and the fact that the
whole scheme of reorganization of the industry
is now openly condemned by the author of the
Reid report, an which the scheme was basad,
does the Minister really think it adequate to
make no statement at all to Parlinment now
that we are about o rise for 10 days ?

Me. GarrsxniL.—1 certainly woukd not agree
that Sir Charles Reid's statement to the Press
implicd a condemnation of the proposals in
the Reid report.  Sir Charles Reid has stated
his posinon fully, [ understand that the
National Coal Board may be making a state-
ment on the position and 1 do not consider
any further statement from the Government is
necessary.  (Opposition members: * Oh ! "),
Mr. Stasiey (Bristol, West, CO.—Would
the right hon. gentleman say what are the
technical goalifications of the gentleman who
has boon sslected (o suoceed Sir Charles Reid 7

Mr. Garrserrr. —He no  technical
mining qualitications but has first-class admini-
ltr:;wvg experience,

Mr Stasiey.—While admitti

eminent solicitor, is it not m";‘n'g‘ lgxi‘:%:

Board will now be left without anybody with

technical mining knowledge ?

. Mi, GarrskiLL.—The right hon. gentleman

mmﬂ? whr:ngé“ I:;r. E.r;c Young is also o mem-
of t and has tec mining

qualifications. Sl

Mur. Stewarr said that what was wanted

was a powerful and iwci;gldcnt inquiry to

report ta Parliament on the working of the

Coal Board and the nationalization srgrme.

Mg, Garrskiit—1 have set up no inquiry
myself, but the National Coal Board have
themselves appointed o committee under the
chairmanship of Sir Robert Burrows to take
stock of thelr organization. That

"

showed 897 in favour and 2931 against. | me s perfectly sensible proced focms 1o
During the winter Saturday. work in thel | : ure and 1 do not
unng Rl Sy ou: intend to take ahy further steps myself.

Mu, Bovp-Cakrexter (Kingston-on-

C ) asked if the report by Sir Robert E‘J‘n";?;
would bo made available to the House. Mn,
Gatrskery replied that this was entirely a
m’:‘lcr fsor the National Coal B-oarﬂh i

®. STRWART gave notice that, in view

Mr. Gaitskell's ﬁmishdnry mpli; and 1::
-scdo‘:;; :;‘}un;ionﬁ that had bmm created, he
would take the first opportu 1o rai
matter, (Opposition cmm N ol

SIR C. REID'S WISH

Sir Charles Reid, wkhlxlyesltrﬂny on
his deciwon (o resign. sail: 1 par-
ticularly desire that neither my resignation
nor my statement should be used againsg
the Gavernment, and 1 shall not kend myself 1o
anything of that Kind,” he said. *' The same
remark applies to my late, colleagues. As |
wid in my statement last night, | believe the
nationalization of mincs was wise and right.”

.
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