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The probable pattern of trade between
western Germany and the sterling area
during 1948 has been reviewed, (p. 3)
A large programme of shipbuilding ks to
be undertaken for the Canadian
merchant fleel. (p. 3)

POLITICS

In'the House of Lands yesterday the Roval
Assent was given to a number of Acts.
(p-2)

-{In the House of Commons a debate took

place on the work of the Central Oflice
of Informanion,  (p. 2)

GOVERNMENT PUBLICITY

From M.01 to C.OL is a modest
shuffle among the confusing alphabetical
combinations by which the country is so
largely governed, but when, two years ago,
the change was made, it marked A& signi-
ficant decision of policy, The Ministry
of Information was then costing £5m.
annually and had, under the inevitable
slresses of warstime, carnied the principle
of centralized control of official news and
publicity to unprecedented lengths. M
BRENDAN  BaackEx  and s fellow
Ministers did not abuse their powers, and
their Ministry, in spite of the exiticism and
even the mirth that it occadonally
aroused, was on the whole a useful public
servant. Its reduction to a Central Office
of Information left a vacuum which other
departments have not been slow to fill
and, a5 was recognized in the debate in
the House of Commons yesterday, the
work of this relatively small C.O.1. must
be judged agiinst the background of
Government publicity as a whole, Every
slep taken by a party in power to direst
and control the sources of public informa-
tion i watched with a healthy suspicion.
Some direction is legitimate, and indecd
inevitable, but the temptation for any
Government 1o go further and to um
information into propaganda is so real
that periodical stocktakings are necessary.
Officials employed at public expense as
public relations officers may earn their
salaries, but they can casily become n too
dense cloud of wilnesses for the defence
of Ministers.
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Prop the depar
channels of publicity is not a main charge
that can: fairly be brought against the
Government. Objection has been taken to
its advertising on the ground that it
treated nationalization as an unconiro-
versial subject, but the evidence for this
ts too slight to cause alarm.  Scrutiny of
4 more thorough kind than has so far been
applied is, however, needed. In the lively
specch with which he entertained the
House Mi. Macsuriax touched on some
of the weaknesses displayed by this novel
and expensive development of burcau-
cracy. lts output is too often poor, judged
by any professional standand, and quite
unworthy of having been sponsored and
paid for by the State.  This criticism
applies to advertisements, posters, leaflets,
and other forms of publicity, many of
which were designed to serve a real need
for information, Good things have been
done, notably by the central oflice itsell,
bul the percentage of amateurish siuff
addressed to taxpayers and ‘ssued ai their
COBL i% 100 hah. ‘l“lie“:lam for this may
not e wedth Cpublicity depa
ments, Committees, learned in the dwimrg
ways of admini ion but i o
the first idea of how totell people simply
and truthfully what it 5 in their interest o
know, may in some inslances have been
at their fell work.

There is the further danger, inherent in

Y

arite where one would do, and this not
only adds to the cost but also reduces the
efficiency of the public relations machine,
One man with his coat off will do a job
in muaking official activities intelligible
while the two men and the girl are apt
become merely an appendage 10 their
parent department and to think as its
members do instead of fulfilling the proper
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function of publicity, which is to interpret
the technicians to their fellow citizens and
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in Government publicity than can be
accepted.  The Central Office justifies its
existence and 50 do many of the expansive
cells of public relations in Whitchall, but,

= | a5 a whole, this side of the Civil Service

calls for friendly and none the less realistic

TO-DAY'S NEWS

HOME

Sir Charles Reid has resigned from the
National Coal Board because of differ-

scrutiny. There is much to praise but
much scope for raising the level of output
and reducing costs,

——
Books for the Blind

ences of about org

x ’, +
The Roard his set up a committee to
advise whether improvements in organi-

sation can be made, (p. 4)
Speaking in L
appealed to

of world trade. (p.2)
Repreosen
O ganie
prices Wil

th Board of Trade officials

yesterday, those of two organizations
walking out in protest because the whole
question of elothes rationing could not

be mised,  (p 4) :
The First Lord of the Admiralty said yes-

terday that a naval and RAF. exercise

which was taking place in the North Sea
was virtually the rebirth of the Navy.
{p. 9

ondon vesterday, Lord Bruce
the Warld Trade Alliance
Association (o play its part in coopert-
g with Governments for the expansion

ives of various clothing trade
stions discussad clearance sale

Few good causes have a better claim
upon  public gencrosity  for increased
support than the National Library for the
Blind, on behall of which Lojo Nopsasny
writes on this page to-day. The affliction
of blindness must be one of the most
grievons to endure, but it is possible, by
training and organization, to devise certain
alleviations, and among these the pleasure
and profit of reading must stand very
high. The National Library exists to lend
books—mostly written in Braille but in-
cluding nlso a smaller selection in Moon,
a simpler but otherwise less convenient
method—to blind readers. 11 was founded
at Hampstead in 1882 by Miss Awsoun,
a blind lady, and her friend Mers Dow,
with .a stock of some [orty volumes,
To-day—and the contrast is some measue
of the success of the venture—the steck
amounts to more than a quarter of a

The need for increased production will be
the subject of one of the principall
debates at the Labour Party conference

million volumes.

Braille bulks large and may make four

next week. (p. 4)

The Minister of,H:uhh has made an Order
H 1 b 1o in

desie 2 n
the London area. (p. 2)

The Royal Windsor Show apened yester-

(p. 2)
Oxfordshire  Agricultural

day.

The Show

opened at Kidlington yesierday, (p. 2)

IMPERIAL AND FOREIGN

The American delegation at Lake Success
yesterday moved a | "
for the appointment of a  United
Nations Commissioner as medistor in
Palestine. (p. 4)

Mr. Hoffman has been questioned on

PBritain’s recovery programme by the
Senate Appropriations Committee. (p, 4)

Final prepamtions were belng made in

Paris yesterday o welcome Princess
Elizabeth and the Duke of Edinburgh

to-day on their arrival for a threeday
visit. (p.9)

The Amcrican State Department is being
eriticized for fts handling of the ex-

changes with Russia, (p. 3)
Order has been restored in the Yemen
after the recent troubles. (p, 3)

or five volumes of a contemporary novel
of ordinary length.  Yet the library cata-
logue shows a notable, and steadily grow-
ing, lending stock of books of many
old and new, informative and recres
a stock that includes, besides Enplish
works, sectiony of vanouw forcign litera-
rures, the Greek and Latin clussics, music,
nod even maps.  Some 14.000 individual
readers or institutions are served [rom
either London or Manchester, and during
the past twelve months more than 337 000
yolumes have been sent out to be read —
some of them 1o places as distant as India
and China, where one blind reader recently
addressed his inquiry from * Two River
Delta, the -Opposite Bank of Wood
Dragon Cave” The size and number
of the volumes invalved add greatly to
the expense and labour of the work. At
present gach reader casts the library about
£2 10s. a vear, and, even with the help
of a devoted band of voluntary writers of
Braille, the cost of each new volume is
£3 1 Costs, including those of main:
aining the fine modern library building
{n Great Smith Street, are moreover rising,
and income, consisting chiefly of volun-
tary subscriptions but also of certain grants

from Jocal authoritics, does not rise corre-
spondingly, 1t takes little imagination to
understand how much, in added happiness,
usefulness and fullness of life this library
means to the blind.  Its work cannot be
allowed to fuil for lack of means.

The Princess in Paris

The chief mission to be ditcharged by
Pravcrss Evizasimi during her Whitsun
week-end, accompanied by the Duxe of
Eoixnurai, in Pars is (o acknowledge
the international courtesy of the French
authorities in organizing the exhibition of
" eight eenturics of British life in Paris.”
How rich and various that life has been
will only be revealed when she opens the
exhibition this aftemoon. Since this is
a royal oscasion it may be recalled that
in Paris a King of England has been
crowned and a Queen ol Scots has occu-
picil the consort’s throne.  If the former
cpisode is deemed an unhappy memory
by to-day’s hosts, it may be balanced by
remembering that still earlier in the eight
centuries it was the duty of English kings
to resort to Paris to acknowledge their
vassalage, and that London jtself has in
its time been occupied by the French
King’s heir, ¢laiming the title of King of
England.

These ancestral vicissitudes of dynasticy
are part of a historic pattern in which
French warp and British woof are inter-
woven (oo closely to be disentangled.
Even the long wars between the people
were quarrels within the framework of a
single culture, as was recognized when, a
century after they had coded—surely for
ever—the challenge came in 1914 and
1939 from a system alien to both. In eight
centuries of war and peace there have
never ceased to be Englishmen, and they
among the finest spirits of their country,
wha have thought of Paris as their second
home; and in these daye when so many
nations are labouring to recapture the lost
unity of the European mind, we in this
island will still see Europe mainly under
the clear and kindly light which is shed
upon it by the mind of France, Itis right
that the first visit paid by the HEIRESS-
PRESUMPTIVE to any country outside her
father’s dominions should be pad to
France. She now takes up her part in onc
of the most impartant functions of rovalty
as the universal representative, the funs-
tion of representing the peoples of the
Commonwealth among their friends in
other lands, This is also the first appear-
ance of the Duke of EpiNsuron as her
pariner on an occasion of such symbolic
importance. The visit has been so timed
at the holiday season that it does not inter-
fere with the Duke’s self-imposed resolu-
tion to spare himsell no part of the routine
of naval service while playing his cere-
maonial part as o member of the Royal
Family. During their short stay in Pans
the French people, from the PRESIDENT
downwirds, are prepaning to give the
Priscrss and her consort the same warm
welcome that was given to the Kixa and
Quuix i 1938, Now, as then, the hospi-
tality extended to these two to-day will
be taken as offered to the whole people
that they represent , and the whole people
will share in their thanks

Registration for Insurance
* Subject to the provistons of this Act,”
run the opening words of the National

Insurance Act, * every person who, . . .
being over school-leaving nge and under
|pensionable age, is in Great Brimin . . .
shall become insured under this Act and
thereafter continue throughout his life to
be so insured™ If the new |

health service form from the post office,
i they want to use the new general
practitioner service, do not always know
that one such form Is needed for cach
member of the family, including every
child. At some post offices the public
Being told that forms are not necessary for
children. At many more these and other
forms—and such imporant leaflets as
those on married women in the insurance
scheme and on exception from contribi-
tions—are not displayed, but are only
obtainable by those who already know
they exist. Mn. Bevax has recently asked
local authorities to supply information, if
necessary through special inquiry offices,
about all the health services of their
districts, but the public 1s beginning to ask
many questions about the family doctor
and dental services which no one outside
the Ministry of Health yet scems able 1o
answer.  Both Mpr Bevas and Me
Grirrrris are faced with tremendous
tasks during the next seven wecks. The
medical service of the former is &
voluntary, pot a compulsory, social
service, bot important paris of 1t are not
“:l ready. The insurance scheme of the
tter, though virtually coniplete in detail,
has still to enrol a vast number of citirens
who are compelled 10 be insured for the
first time and who cannot easily be dis
covered if they do not themeelves come
forward. The response of the public
between now and July will be a major test
of the quality of official publicity on
matters which are of direct personal
consequence to every family,

A Police Tnguiry

The Hosu: Seorerany will be congratu-
lated by every one, except the criminals,
for having thought better of the Govern-
until about their

next year police

ment’s depressing proposal to do nothing| i

BRITISH POLICY IN
PALESTINE

30 YEARS REVIEWED

IDEALISM AND PRACTICAL
INTEREST

TO THE EDITOR OF THE TIMES

Sir—In a few hours we shall have
formally abandoned the last remnant of
responsibility for the peace of Palestine,
for the preservation of the Holy Places
and for the fulfilment of the policy which
we undertook with such high hopes 30
vearsago. May 1, as onc who was closely
in touch with the initiation of that policy
and was for many vears directly concerned
with frs ad ation, sy hing as to
what that policy was intended to achieve
and did, in fact, achieve ?

The immodiate object of that policy was,
on the one hand, 10 meet the age-long aspira-
tion of the Jews (o & national home in Palesting
and, oa the eiber, {o deal with the immediate
noed of the unassimilated Jewish masses in
central and castern Europe whose plight, even
then unhappy, was soon w hecome desperate.
It was equally our hope that Jewish encrgy
and enterprise wonld make it contribution o
the regencration of the whole Middls East.
Lastly, we believed that a prosperous Palestine
would afford us & securo MWmlh of moral
authority and of military power, in a fegon
of the world in which we were, and are, vitally
intereated.

It was, in its combination of idealism and
pracrical intcrest, ‘a  typscally British' palicy.

nyhow, wise ar minnﬁn. {t was from first
o last pur own palicy. We baued the Balfonr

under the chairmanship of Lozp OAxsEY,
formerly Lord Justice Lawrence, will
be genernlly received with the grati-
tude that is a lively sense of favours
to come. I3 task of reporting on the pay
of the palice forces and the conditions of
service in general will, it may be expected,
be completed, under so experienced 4
chairman, with all possible’speed.  Its
members may et about their laboors in
the knowledge that their findings will be
awaited with impatience by o public that
his already suffered too long while acts of
violence nn;l burglanes jnereased and the
WP O 1 AR,

Sculpture in Battersea

The Arts Council and the London
County Council have paid a graceful com-
pliment to the beauty of Battersea Park
by organizing the important international
exhibition of seulpture which the Dukp
of WrLLinGton opened yesterday.  For
the next four months the seulptor’s art will
restore to Battersea the fashionable interest
of Londoners on the other side of the river,
which it has not known since the heyday
of the bicyele. It must be admitted that
the local inhabitants heard of the project
with mixed feelings, The exhibition,
stoutly fenced around, has taken from
them the very heart of their pleasaunce
—u grass glade with fine trees and flower-
beds, which mothers with prams and old

in tranqullity. from susny jgak benched
fo° B b | :

prionty, and there have been
murmurs about the arrival of what have
popularly been known as * the nudes™ A
picture of Cuanirs KEpse's in an old
Punch may sum up the local attitude: it

scheme is to start smoothly in July, almost
all adults of working age, with the main

tion of housewives, ns well as most
juveniles from the age of sixtecn, have to
be registered by the insurance authorities,
cards have to be wmsued to them, amd
their  individual rates  of contribution
fixed.  For the 20 ting i d

shows an Enghish tourist asking the way

men with pipes delighted 1o contemplate | =
o 4]

mlpmmuna_m;nm“

I 2ol i 5 +| Declaration.  We, in substance, drafted the
e H'“. il gl ’ﬂlc,'d'ls mandate.  We interpreted it as it suited vs,
of the appe of a n to the exient in 1939 of going back on

obvious purpose.  The mandate, as such,
was pever more than a facade of international
approval for a British m?iqr carried out by a
Brtish administration.  To @ik of hand
back a tark imposed on us by international
authority which we have tried to fulfil to the
t ol cur ability {s sheer self-decep o
. Dur policy brought prosperity 1o, all the
inhabitants of Palsstne.  The Arab popaolation
iplied excoedingly on a lard of life
higher than it had ever known. For hundreds
of thouwsands of Jews it meant escape from the
umimaginable horrors of the death camps 10.a
frea and full life, To-day Palestine is the one
country o which the broken remnants of the
greal massacre look for their salvation, In
our own difficultizs with Egypt it might, indeed,
at this be afferding us a disg
able base on our line of communications east-
ward. In many respects, indeed, we builded
better than we knew when we began,
On the other hand, we had undoubtedly
undermated the %ifﬁculu‘n cieated by the grow.
of Amb i

IRAQ IN

FERMENT

.

The Pal isse has poisoned Anglo-

P

THE SUSPICION OF BRITISH POLICY
IN THE MIDDLE EAST

REACTION TO PALESTINIAN CRISIS
From Our Special Correspondent in Baghdad

from her cereal crops. oil royal-

Iragi relations since Hitler came to power

his' Minister in lraq, German and Iwmlian
propaganda was skilfully organized and
intensively waged. Its main theme was
that Britain intended 1o hand Palestine
over 1o the Zionists. The Arab rebellion
of 1936-39 and the arrival of refugees from
Palestine were cleverly exploited by
Grobba. By 1941, when the Axis ropre-
sentatives were driven out of the country,
the Iraqis had been subjected to eight years
of intensive anti-British agitation, and
littie had been done to’counter it

The present situation in Palestine has

in 1933 Under the notorious Dr, Grobba, i

tics, Customs duties, and income-tax. The
crop failure and cereal imperts have
owered Customs and income-tax refurms.
The stoppage at the Haifa refineries, (o
which no oil has been pumped for some
weeks, has reduced royalties, which will be
further diminished 1f the Communisi-
inspired strike at Haditha interrupis the
pumping of crude oil to Tripali. Fall in
revenue meins suspension of housing.
irrigation, railway extension, road build-
ing, and other projects that bring employ-
ment and open up the country. -

ILL-STARRED TREATY
This sorry ceonomic state s worsened

by internal political conditions. There is
erying need for a strong Government long

reawakened  the suspicion  sown by
Grobba, The Iraqis have always sym-
hized with the Palesti

Arabs, and this sympathy is now the
greater because they belicve that during
the last six months Britain, while insisting
on her responsibility for law and order
until the termination of the mandate, has
failed to protect the Arabs against Zionist
'aggression. The Iraqis maintain that the
| Zionists have been arming and organizing
| for years and far outnumber the Arabs in
| trained men and munitions. They also
| allege that this training, and the smuggling
| and manufacture of arms, went on under
the noses of the Hritish, who must have
| known about it but did little or nothing
to prevent it. Nor could the British have
|remained ignorant of the Zionist plan
now being carried out fo lerrorize into
| flight the Amb population of the Zionist
| State, especially of the ™ bastion towns
:H:llf: and Jaila, and to wize control of
| Jerusalem and other important centres.
| The evacuation of Haif by the British
| forces 1n Apeil and its oecupation by the
| Zionists were: specially resonted here in
| Baghdad, which even credited reports of
Brtish collusion.

INTERNAL SETB{\CK
Anger with Britaln for adopting what

i)

Tho bopes we had once entertained of creatin
a common Palestinian patsotism fa
The Royal Commission of 1936, the most
authorimtive and impanial body ever sent ou
1o Palestine, recommended partition as the
solntion  which  could  mostr nearly  satisfy
the aspirations of both sides. Since then the
B bitterness of feeling has made it the
inevitable solution, The only question was

cence in the decision of an impartial amthority
fntained by adequate force. To have en-
forced partition after the var would, no doubt,
have been difficult, thoogh far less difficult
than what we have been trying to do since.

if in a modified form, the task to which we had
sct oursetves. and could have left, or remained
undet treaty, respected by both sides.

As it is, we docamp ignominiously  amid
nd confusion after nearly three
s have been wasted be overnment

Eaeaathor 16, be Capabie of poosis e, AL
ion, to be capable of enforcing it At
most they mi;hl.'hnqtplm us with 2 modi-
cum of physial reinforcement, as well as of
moral authority, in carrying it out cunelves.

There can be no excuse for the fanatical

1o the Royal 1 in el
= Pictures, you know—statues—and ——'
* 00,” replics the native,  et's the stukky
feggars ye mean ? Yon's et ! ™

Now that the sculpture is hfn p1uch. how-

wishmi 3 have our men,
Nor can the Jewish a\ﬁ(ﬂi)" be absalved of half-
heartedness in its dealing with a form of crime
that could only bring dizcredit npon the cause
which it exists to serve.  Hut history is not
likely 1o sez wn these matrers sufficient

ever, most R people, wh or
not they are fully initisted into the
mystery, no doubt feel a sense of pride

workers this registration and classification
has already been done, while most
uninsured men and women working for

plovers have alsa i and returned
their forms through their employers
There ure special amangements for
soldiers, sailors, and certain other groups,
and full-time scholars and students under
the age of eighteen are not expected
to register.  There remain over Im.
uninsured people who will be legally liable
10 pay contributions in seven weeks® time,
unless excepled on grounds of low income,
who have themaelves to take the initiative
of becoming insured. They are mainly
sell-employed workers of all kinds, from
barristers and directors to barrow-boys
and  dressmakers, and  others below

I al a remarkably interesting
display. It is truc that ZApKINE'S
involved  * Laokoon,”  MobDloLiaNr's
* Head ™ with its exceptional nose. or the
massive abstractions of Hesgy Moore
may provoke o doubtful smile; but it re-
quires no special training o appreciate
the lovely figures by RooiN and MatLLow,
Erstin's " Girl with the Gandenias,”
quivering  with intensity, or  Jons
SKEArING'S spirited stallion in  woodl
Indeed, the result of this exhibition in its
petfect selting may well be, as one of
tho exhibitors, Mi. CHARLES WiErLer,
has suggested in these columns, that

| Londoners may ask to see more sculpture

in the parks, instead of in the streets.
Is grimy London a proper place for
sculpture 7 Those who visit the present

pension age who are not * gainfull
occupied.”  They are all asked to take
the easy step of filling up the simple form
C.F, obtainable from any post office,
and then wait until they receive their
insurance cards.  They are asked 1o do
this, even if, after reading leaflet N.1.27,

tributions because their incomes do not
c.\;;?cd (.Elm A year.

M, Grirvrius, the Minister, explain
this procedure in o broadeast on .fmu‘;f
and the explanation was repeated in sub-
|s=equent broadeasts and in widespread
advertisements in the newspapers. He
hoped that all the several million people
consemed would register by April 24, so
that his departgrent would have two clear
months to complete its records and organi-
zation. He has been disappointed. During
the allotted period only 230,000 applica-
tions were recelved, followed by 125,000
more in the last week of April and by
Fewer than 60,000 in the first week of May.
This slow progress is not due to any active
desire by the uninsured to boveolt the new
scheme in the way that recently wrecked
the French attempt to extend insurance
o the sell-employed. It seema rather ns
though, in spite of oflicial publicity, most
of those nol at present insured remain
ignorant of their personal rights and duties
under the Insurance Ast. M, Grirrrmis's
*family guide™ to the scheme, which is
to be distributed to every houschold at
the end of the month, will no doubt pro
voke o wave of fresh registrations, just as
Mu. Buvas's recent household leafler on
the health service has already stimulated
a steady flow of applications to dostors
fn spite of the great uncertainty which has
prevailed about that service, But it looks
s if M Groerarmies has delayed his main
publicity effort, the family guide, for too
long, and his department can hardly hope
now to avoid a last-minute rudh of work.

There are slill many people who believe
that the new medical service, like the old
one, is part of the insurnnce scheme, and
who o net know that they nead to register
separately for each, and that only the
insurance scheme is compulsory. Those
who know that, unless they are already on
the ™ panel,” they must get a pational

they claim exception from paying con.| these

hibition in sunny her will have an
idea of the appeal that open-air sulpture
can make in the clear atmosphere of
southern Europe. The London'soot, which
folls  with devastating impartiality on
bronre, stone, and marble alike, will
hardly be able to make an impression on
I during one . but
the damage that London’s statuary suffers
in the long run can be indicated by an
estimate once published in the Lancer that
fifteen tons of solid matter are deposited
on gach square kilomelre n_f London in an
average winter month, * including three
tons of sulphuric acid, a ton of chlorine,
and a third of a ton of ammonis. Con-
ditions have somewhat improved, how-
ever, since this estimate was made in 1916,
and statues must be freer from pollution
in the patks than anywhere clie. Ballersea
might read her own lesson and sot another
example. 1fa sculptor should find inspira-
tion in the stocky figure, the beard und the
reefer coat of Joux Bumns, London as
well as Battersea would be glad of it

=

THE CHILDREN BILL

e
T0 THE EDITOR OF THE TIMES
Sir,—Lady Allen, in The Times of My
makes a well-merited critieism of the Children
il There is one owervation 1 wish 1o muke
regarding the custody and/or supervision of
a child or young person, as the case muay be,
which, 1 feel, meriis the camest conslderation
of the architects of the MIl. Clause 6, wb.
soction M, tranalens the citody, and later
\he supervision, of a. child of yoang o,
about whom an approved schoo] MI;-' has
Ieen maide, from the local authority as. fit
persons 1o the managers of the approved
school, until the age of 18 or 21 respectively.
i to that tha supervision of
such  voun, ron, afer the pericd of
detention, will be undertaken by ihe children's
officer of the area in which the young person
will be residing, since 1 find it difficuls 1o
¢ pibeds help, + and super.
vision being given by the managens or officers of
an appeoved school which may be & comider
ablec distance away, while to refain & young
oo in an approved school because of the
ch of adequate personnel for superyision
would comiilute a grave injustice,
Yours Isithfully,

ALICE ). STEVENS,
= Hycroft," i_l. Stam i

ford Avenue, Suvichall,

oventry, May 11,

Sat |attitude has, sinée Russia voted for

whether it was 10 be by civil war of by acquies- pr

We should, at any rate, have fulfilied, even| 5t

Traqis ler n partial and pro-Zionist

partition. been deepencd by fear, The
Iragis are angrier with the British than
with the Americans, who voled for parti-
tion, because they believe the United States
have been so saturated with Zionist
opaganda and are so subject o Zionist
influence that they have more excuse than
Britnin for their blindness. A Ziomist
State in Palestine is reganded as nothing
other than a Russian bridgehead, o fatal
in the Arabh world, 1n western
{defences against Russian domination of the
I'Middle East. Whatever muy be said about
the western Powers, there is no doubt that
Iragis look to them as their natural allies,
and they fear and detest Communism.
The next Russian objective, in their

The domestic situation here 15 not good,
Bread is bad, scarce, and dear, the sugar
ration insufficient, The cost of living has
risen by 700 per cent. since 1939, but
wages have not kept pace, and the un-
skilled labourer is hard put to provide his
family with the bread, onions, dates, and
sweelened tea that constitule its staple dict.

gh in office 1o bring development
plans to fruition, but Governments change
frequently, and politicians are prtocngpj:d
with. remaining in power or regaining
power,  Party politics are not yet under-
stoodl, and parties unconstructive in their
approach to domeshic problems.  The
younger generation feels frustrated, but
there is ns yel no reason to supposs that
it will produce leaders better and more
disinterested than its elders who built
modern Irag after its emergence from
Ottoman tutelage.
1n such circumstances it is hardly sur-
prising that Iraqi public opinion rejected
the new Anglo-Iragi trealy in January.
The treaty was not denounced through
hostility 1o Britain ; no Iraqi in his senscs
doubts the néed for [riendship with
Britain, and few dream of turning to any
other country for alliance. Had Salih
Jabr, the Prime Minister, who negotiated
the treaty, been more popular with the
people and the political parties, had he
been o more skilled tactician, all might
have been :;.-Il. A m:ionho[ the Pm;
was prepared to support the Lreaty an
another had at least withheld unfavour-
able comment. When the terms of the
treaty were published in Baghdad it was
too late. The wide liabilities accepted by
Salih Jabr seemed to turn Irag into a satel-
lite of the British Empire, committed to
support Britain in war-time with little or
no safeguards for its own | They
had hoped that the new treaty would be
one botween equals and friends  The
personal unpopularity of Salih Jabr and
at Britain's attitude towands the
Palestine problem destroyed all hope of
ratification.

Palestine and the internal situation con-
tinue 1o prejudice Anglo-Iraqi relations,
The bond berween the two countries is
not g0 weak as some people wonld have
us believe. It may often be sovercly
tested by misunderstanding and by
stupidity on either side, but it is far from
brfj.\ul_-tg, On the Iragi side oo many

filge in iy

I sl
talk about British * imperialism * in arder

i the make-belicye ol invit opyion, will be the Persian Gulf, and the :

nited Naflons. recommendations Whih; bE{ i R i S not oaly_on. the 10 Win el m'“_“?g&_w“’ﬂ'
the cvent ed, had no int 2f| Arab States but also on the world's greatese | =B = 10 S B W inft
CArrying Oul OF even to carry out. No | il supplies nd abihty 1o influence
sane can ever have expected the Unitpd domestic affaire, On the other side, study

of the Iraqi chamcter, of the proper way
to approach a scositive people, is insufli-
<ient if Britain is to play a full and dis-
interested part in furthering the political,
economic, and social progress of Imq.
Iraqis must facilitate cooperation by ceas-
mg to _tl'l'li\h.“‘ilt the evnl§ of the British

| The rationing system suffes from
|strative weakness and many Iragis do not

L. 5. AMERY.
112, Eaton Square, SW.1, May 13

At
members of the Anglo-Jewish Communil
desire 10 express the hope that the Jews
abestine and their aym&nhinn, Christians or

Jewes all over the wor

spite of past disputes and present bitterness,
that the Balfour Declaration was born not ooly
of Zionist bat also of British idealism. Wi
out Dritain's aclive support at the outset the
policy ol i dechimtion could never have
1ken pmctical shape, and =0 opened the way
to the remarkable achicvements of Jewd;
settlers in g and developing 5 i
home. Tragic ax it is that the long period of |
British trustecthip closss in urmoil and blood- |
sbed, we believe that history, which alons sees |
events in their troe perspective, will ultimately
rocognize and record the deep obligation of
Juwry (o Great Hritain in this as in 80 many
other fields

We carnestly trust that, when time has

Sir,—Afier a quarter of a conlury G“"‘!dli\-m by the

Beitain gives up the mandate for Palestine. | Jords, move to the towns and oil centres

this solemn and anvious bour we|
¥
ol

will not forget, hl

while p & mention of
its undoubted benefits.

f his. Majesty' i | register for mtions because they fear con- 3

foE ookl Male ’og:mﬁmn:t‘.:‘:.mlp?wn: Renis are extremely mgh,| CREATING BAD BLOOD
T.m of n_:‘: m‘m nrli:; r;m&.ﬂgh{gﬂnﬂl I‘:ousmg r':qdequalc ?buwen w h?\r: Certain influences are doing their best
ews—1o the horrors of civil war, amd of de-| known this. country for a quarter of njip 1 i di

liberatel m-:i’.:}t:‘ the destruction of an uhlw&_“mur‘. are dismayed by the increase in :nmilrm I:rg-ll‘:-i?%i d;l'.r[:r:mmrl:lttu
e e Sty Teason &3 ke | corruption, partly the result of war and |y . 4 e i e
averted Is;aﬁmldn‘i“:m‘:;cﬂr} e ity itics for easy gain, partly ting Axis propaganda had nearly induced
tion of the Jows in defence of the 1egions which | bec of the ing of under- Lﬁ“l to break her treaty with Britin.
they have themselves developed and in anearly | paid officials, partly b of exg s : ; conditions in Iraq provide fer=
!g"‘fﬂ!‘-'"'l. L ‘:"I';F'l-‘h“:"“f‘“"“ Dot gt"‘ﬂ But [atteactions previously unknown—radios, | tile soil for Communists, who are making
3 el Yours faithfully, | motor<ars, cinemas, fountainpens, and, (b y among the youth, the students,

for the emancipated Iragi women, cos-
metics, clothes, and jewelry. Mever has
there been such disparity between rich
und poor, Detribalized fellahin, often
callousness of absentee land-

lin search of better conditions, but many
are unemployed and half starving in
ghastly Hoovervilles like that which dis-
|Iig||n= Baghdad East.

Nor are the prospects good. Most un-
| wisely, far too much of last year’s grain
lerop was exported, and the next crop
failed, Late and unseasonal rains partl
saved the situation, and the i;ri{i
Government diverted wheat from Austra-
lin, but the rains also caused harmful
flooding of the Tigels and Euphrates, and
the bread supply is not yet assured.
Fortunately, Syrin holds promise of a
record harvest, and may be able to meet
Irag’s pressing need,” The financial
position 18 serious.  Traq derives her main

and' the unemployed. Many of them are
the tools of those who wish to destroy
Anglo-Imqi friendship and force lrag
under Russian influence. There is urgent
need for some form of national develop-
ment board and the necessary funds 1o
open up this rich land, As one Imgi
leader said: " We cannot arrest hungry
men becausg the Communists have told
them they will feed them if they support
Communism.*  The Zionists and their
sympathizers are the other chief source of
anti-Briush propaganda ; their obvious
intention in creating a¢ mueh bad blood as
possible between: Britain and Irag s to
lend indirect assistance to the r%.icmimi
cause. There is evidence that thoswe who
in America have accused the British of
arming and supporting the Arabs ngainst
the Jews in Palestine have nlso spread the
reports in the Middle East that British,
arg seeretly helping the Zionists against
the Amabs

heabed the scars of the present lamentahle con-
Mict. the Jews of Palestine will again wm o
this country for guidance and counsel, and that
the people of Great Britain will aceord them
their pood will in the difficult years ahead.
Yours, &,
Peanstrn, Nowsoasw Bestwicn, Liose, L,
Conex, Rosest Watey Comns, H. J,
ipon-Gotisuin, Eowanp F, Iwt,
L A Mocatra,
\ o Astiosy oo Rorisoniin,
Evpsusp o Romisciiin, F,
Samume, LeoNann Stiiw,

LIBRARY FOR THE BLIND

TO THE EDITOR OF THE TIMES
Sir,—May | bring to the attention of youf
readers the needs of the National Libsary for
the Blind * This great lending hibrary, which
i free 10 all blind people, was founded
1552 and started with a stock of 40 volumes
which were fent 10 a few Biod readers. From
such small beglanings it has grown to its pre-
sert Alrze with & ik some. 271,
volumes, and circulates books on loan by post
to it thousands of blind readers in all parts
of the world. There & alio a branch at Man.
chester which extends the same service to blind
m‘ln‘!hugl nxi Noith of Iin;lumém

e libwary is at present facing difficult times
financiall Z(h: st ng on the work
steadily nises, and, unless the library's incomo

can be co incrensed, it will not

&

. | the facts.

660 | Eymnasium cannot be used for its proper put-

PENAL REFORM

TO THE EDITOR OF THE TIMES
Sir,—The strictures passed by Mr. Weitzman
in the House of Commons upon conditions in
Wormwood Scrubbs have been the cause of
much criticism of pur prison system,  Medl
of itis undeserved. 1t is time the public leamt

On May 29, 1947, you reported the chair-
man of the Prison Commission as saying that
everything needed 1o improve prison condithons
was In short supply—except prisoners. To-day
the situation is worse. With an ever-moumnting |
total of prisoners there b a crippling shortage |
of materials, boildings, and, above all, stail.

The situation ag Osford prison is typicsil. The
average numberof prisoners before the war was
£0 10 90§ a week ago there were 215 prasoocrs |
with a s1afl only two greater than before the

conditions.  The time for chiticium is =
What is needed now Is help, SR
Your obedient scrvant,
LEO PAGE, Chairman, Visiting Come
mitiee, H.M, Prison, Oxford.
Newton House, Faringdon, Berks.

PARLIAMENT AND PEOPLE

TO THE EDITOR OF THE TIMES
Sir—Your readers may have forgotten that
Dr. Johnson held forthright views {!‘l? the sub. *

t of the duties of an M. Towwell reports
im as saying: " 1 remember bei at
when he [an eminent public chamcter] shewed
himself 10 be s corrupted, or at least some-
thing = different from what I think right, as
to. maintain, that o mcmber of Parliament
should go along with his party right or wrong.
Naw, Sir, thit is 0 remote (rom native virue,
from schalastick virtue, that a good man must
have undergone B great change before be can

War, rosalis are deplomble—eg., the

pose, it 15 the bedroom of 14 prisoners.  And
there are wone consequent evils.

The two urgent néeds ane more buildings and
more offizrs.  The type of prison building
wanted is, 1 belisve, that of minimum security
which offers some opportenity for constroctive
training, but, of course, thero must be some-
whero 1;:: the ataff and their families to live,

& olficers.

ngl

be possible 10 continue to offer blind readers
adequate service.  Granis are recenved from
Tocal authoritics towards the cost of service|
1o the blind in their areas, bur the greater|
part of the library’s {ncome has to'be obtaine
from voluniary sources.
1 feel sire your readers will appreciate how
muxch the Navionmal Librarny's service any
1o blind readers and it Is on thelr behalf 1]
now appeal. Yours faithfully, 1}

Nationa]

NORMANRY, IT'.'IllhmaBnIi
18, Great Smith Street, Westminater, $,W.1,

Library: lor
%= Picture on page 10.

d | foeced to sleep in (o-da

We shall not uniil houses can be
provided for them. The woark of a prison
officer is exacung. He peeds o home 1o sleep
in, not a prison cell such as many officers are
. Rat unless municipal
housing autharities wii belp, howses are not
10 be had. To make things worse the lkdging
aflowance In' lieu of guarters is—at least in
Onfard-—aboiit one-hall of the prices loculty
current for any decent lodgings
| status and my sole

le himself 1o such o doctrine. It i
maintaining that you may s to e publick ;
for you lie when you call that right which
you think wrm#. of the reverse,”
ours faithfully,
DAVID SCOTT DANIELL.
Great Alne, malAh?‘lu. Warwickshire,
ay’ 12.

SIR BERNARD SPILSBURY

TO THE EDITOR OF THE TIMES
Sir,~1 am collecting information for a bio-
m-arh-_u of my father, the late Sir Bernurd
Spilstury, and would be gratefol for any
'!e:lcn‘ nl[ulmphs. of documents, for copy-
ing, bearing on s private life or public
career. Some of your readers may have pers
sonal reminiscences aboot him of interest 1o
the biographer, and these would be welcome
and of greal asastance.

Yours truly,

1 have no : ustifica.
thon for this letter s that | know ihe facts
and that | have high respect for prison of
doing & most ditficult Job under impossible

EVELYN STEE
¥, Eton Hall, Eton College Road, N.W.3,

o



