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Palestine B

attle

45 Are Killed in Jewish Raid,

Arab Ambush in

the Judean Hills

TERUSALEM, Jan. 17 ()—Palestine’s fiercest commu-

nal battlh swept through the

Judean hills between Hebron

and Bethlehem where 45 persons were slain in a Jewish raid
and an Arab ambush, police said tonight. Scattered fighting

Davies Will
Testify on
Arabian Oil

WASHINGTON, Jan. 17 (/—The
Senate War Tnvestigating Commit-
tez tonight dropped plans to sub-
poena Ralph K. Davies, deputy war-
time petroleum administrator, for
testimony about Arabian oil deals
when it learned Davies will appear
valuntarily next Friday.

Chalrman Brewster (R., Me.) was
telling reporters about sending the
subpoena to San Francisco for
Davies' appearance here next Tues-
day when Harold Ickes, former Sec-
retary of Interior and Davies' war-
time hoss, telephoned Brewster that
Davies will appear Friday.

“Apparently Mr. Ickes was able to
convince Mr, Davies that he should
testify,” Brewster said. “I telephoned
Davies earlier today and he refused
to say that he would come."”

But Brewster sald another sub-
poena, calling on Secretary of the
Interior Krug to supply ‘certain
missing papers” concerning the war-
time Arabian oil offers, would be is-
sued this week end.

The Scnator sald these papers
deal with a reported offer In 1943
by W. S. 5. Rogers, president of the
Texas Company, to supply Arabian
oil at “cost plus a nominal profit"
if the United States Government
would extend lend-lease aid to
Baudi Arabla.

Brewster contends the Navy later
bought some $60,000,000 of Arablan
oil products at “excessive prices”

"We can’t find what happened to
this 1943 offer or even find the
papers concerning it," Brewster sald,
“The Government supplied $80,000,-
000 worth of lend-lease ald to Saudi
Arabia but we got nothing for it.,"

He sald Krug, as Interior Secre-
tary, took over the wartime records
of both Ickes and Davies, who were
chief and deputy of the petroleum
administration for war, But Brew=-
ster said “Krug's office has’been
unahle to find the papers.

Brewster said the Senate Com-
mittee wants to question Davies, a
former vice president of California
Standard Oll Company, about any
part he may have had in the Arab-
jan oil transactions and wartime
oil prices,

The chairman said Ickes has
agreed to testify Friday about these
matters and the Hhearing “should

~clear up all angles of the “Arabian
oil deals.”

Rural Mail Pay

WASHINGTON, Jan. 1T (#—
Rural mail carriers today pleaded
for an $800 increase in take-home
pay, declaring the present $3076 top
annual average income is seriously
depleted by the high cost of oper-
ating. & car.

elsewhere in the Holy Land brought
ta 53 the known death toll during
the past 24 hours, In the 49 days
gince the Unlted Nations voted for
partition a total of 881 persons have
been killed in Palestine, an unoffi-
clal tabulation showed.

Thirty-filve of the dead In the
Judean fighting were young Jewish
men and women. They had stumbled
into an Arab trap along a camel
track near Jaba, four miles off the
Bethlehem-Hebron road. Machine-
gun fire from several directions
mowed them down. Four Arabs were
killed in the fight,

Three miles south of the scene ol
the ambush Jewish fighters raided
the village of Surif, killing six Arabs.
EVENTS RECONSTRUCTED

This sequence of events was pleced
together from the versions of both
sides and reports trickling in to the
police and British army:

At dawn yesterday 100 Jews lashed
out at the Arabs. The Jews either
were heading south to reinforce the
co-operative community of Kefar
Etzion, which has been besieged by
the Arabs, or were striking out from
Kefar Etzion in a rteprisal raid
against Surif. Jews fired 500 rounds
of ammunition as they attacked
Burif, In addition to the six Arabs
killed there, six or elght others were
wounded. The Jews finally withdrew
with no known dead alter fighting
had raged in the village for most of
the morning.

Around noon an Arab shepherd
boy sighted 35 Jews wandering
through a rocky wadl below his
flocks. He ran with & warning that
brought the Arabs into position for
the ambush along the camel track.

Haganah, the Jewish militia, said
the group was on its way to rein-
force Kefar Etzion but apparently
had lost its way In the hills while
seeking to keep off roads through
Arab territory.

SYRIAN ATTEMPT

Meanwhile British troops equipped
with machineguns and artillery
foiled a new attempt by Syrian
Arabs to cross the border and at-
tack two Jewish settlements in
Nciathem Palesting, military sources
sald.

It was announced that the last
of the Trans-Jordan frontier force,
made up -of Arabs officered by
Britons, had been withdrawn to
Trans-Jordan,

{United Press reported that “au-
thoritative sources” said the “exist-
ing chaos" in the Holy Land—the
viclous cycle of “retribution’—
probably would = jeopardize the
timetable for withdrawal of Brit-
ish troops. These sources said the
paralysis of shipping by violence
at Haifa already had set back the
timetable two weeks.

(The 1ast British troops were
originally scheduled to leave Pales-
tine on August 1. But these su-
thoritative sources said that they
might not now be able to leave
until & month or two after that

date.)

Jewish-Arab
Situation---

The 49th Day

JERUSALEM, Jan, 17 (#—Forty-
nine days after the bitterly dis-
puted U. N. decision to divide
Palestine nearly 1000 persons have
been killed. The hospitals are
choked with wounded.

Jews are on the offensive,

The British are evacuating some
of their heavy armament.

The Holy Land's war threatens
to become international,

That, in brief, 15 the situation.

The Arabs are still in the stage of
guerrilla warfare. Individual gangs
carry on sniping, killing and pillag-
ing. Leadership of the Palestine
Arab fighters so far has been on
the “sheikdom" basis, with the
venerated leaders in each commu-

nity taking the lead in organizing,
arming and directing his people.
FIRST ROUND

For lack of guns, money and
over-all leadership, which have
bheen slower in coming “than was
expected,” some Arabs admit they
already have lost the first round.
They look to Syria, Irag and Egypt,
their neighboring Arab nations, for
these requisites. But, sald one
Arab military man, “In a matter of
weeks we shall begin to resist.

“That it cannot be quicker may
cause us to lose more men, women
and children to Jews and to suffer
more defeats. But we shall not lose
the war."

The Jews, on the other hand,
have come into full scale military
status, They conduct organized
hundred-men attacks, bomb houses
suspected of belng enemy head-
quarters or sniping hideouts, mine
their roads and man road blocks.

Jewlsh military leadership is uni-
fied and efficient except for a con-
tinuing stalemate in negotiations
for the welding of Hagana, the Jew-
ish agency militia, Irgun Zvai Leumi
and the Stern gang.

This leadership consists mainly of
colonels, majors and captains who
trained and served in the British
army or in varfous European under-
grounds.

INTERNATIONAL PHASE

Some Jewlsh spokesmen admit
they may be unable to hold the bor-
ders of the Jewlsh state as delineat-
ed by the United Nations, But they
look to friendly big powers, particu-
larly the United States, either to
lead the United Natlons into send-
ing an international police foree or
to supply arms and money for the
Jews' own fight.

That {5 where the international
phase comes in,

The formal participation of neigh-
boring Arab states in what so far
hes been a fight of band against
band and village against village
might speed the dispatch of an out-
side force.

If the United Natlons left It to
the United States to enforce parti-
tion, many observers believe it is
hardly likely any American troops
would come here without Soviet
troops showing up, too. If an inter-
national force were sent, Russia
could be expected to have consider-
able say in that.

Mexican Food Plans
MEXICO CITY, ‘Jan. 17 (Pj—
Agriculture Secretary Nazario Ortiz
Garza says the administration plans
to have Mexico producing all her

prineipal foods by 1852
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ONLY SEVENTEEN

GRAND PIANOS

All

Reconditioned

Some almost like new

LOOK AT THESE

EXCEPTIONAL VALUES

Brambach, 4° 10” Mahogany. .
Steinway Concert Grand.....
Wourlitzer, 4’ 10” Mahogany.
Steck, 6 1” Mahogany......
Chickering Concert Grand. ..
Bluthner (made in Germany) . .
Steinway, 6 17 s iearatsiaa.
Kranich & Bach Concert Grand.

Steck (Duo Art Electric Player Grand) $1050
Marshall (Square Grand) ..........%
Marshall & Trevor (Square Grand) . ..$ 295

“Sohmer 5’ 10” Mahogany
°Bosendorfer (made in Vienna)
*Lyon & Healy, 5’ 4” Mahogany.
“Wurlitzer, 4° 10” Mahogany.
®Hazelton, 5’ 4”7 Mahogany. ..
“Hazelton, 5' 8” Mahogany. ..
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“FOR SALE AT THE OAKLAND STORE

USED UPRIGHT PIANOS

All in good playing condition. Can last
years longer. Excellent for students.

’79

AND UP

1947 AND OTHER LATE MODEL SPINETS
ALL NATIONALLY ENOWN MAKES -
Returned from rentals. All are like new. Many
styles. Period and Modern. Save $100 to $200.

Any Piang Can Be Purchased on Our Low Monthly Terms

[OPEN SUNDAY--2 to 5 P. M.|

Since /5859

SAN FRANCISCO

17th & Mission
Phone UN 1-2932

OAKLAND

12th & Webster
Phone GL 1-9765

Turk President
Confers With
U.S. Ambassador

ISTANBUL, Jan. 17. (#—Presi-
dent Ismet Inonu held a prolonged
conference last night with U. 8.
Ambassador Edwin C. Wilson, Eor-
eign Minister Neemeddin Sadak also
attended. Some quarters attached
special significance to the meeting,
but nothing was announced,

The conference began at 10 p. m,,
and one person remarked:

“Ambassadors do not disturh
Presidents al such an houp, unless
there is some pressing matter.”

Sadak told a reporter:

“There is nothing at all T can
say.”

Turkey, along with Greece, has
received American ald under the
Truman Doctrine.

Council of- ‘
Judaism

Head Speaks

5T. LOUIS, Jan. 17. {P}—Lessing
J. Rosenwald, president of the
American Council for Judaism,
called upon the natlon's Jews to-
night to “dedicate ourselves worth-
ily to the formation of that great
amalgam which is emerging, known
as the Amerlcan people.”

In his presidentia]l mesasage, de-
livered at the opening of the Coun-
cil's Annual National Conference,
Rosenwald declared “‘the term ‘Jew-
ish' has come to be applied both to
a religion and an alien ‘nation.’”

It is the council's task, he sald,
“to do all within our power to live
as Americans In all political and
national interests, reserving for our
identity as Jews that area of life
edsential to our religious and spir-
{tual needs.”

Rosenwald, who is frome Jenking-
town, Pa., has been president of the
council since Its formation four
years ago “to advance the bellef
that the Jews are primarily mem-
bers of a religious falth and that
their citizenship in the countries
of the world should entitle them to
the same freedom and equality as
are enjoyed by all other citizens."

Referring to the United Nations
plan for the partitioning of Pales-
tine, Rosenwald said:

“We have no foreign policy of
our own, independent of that of our
own government. Rightiully, we
have our doubts and misgivings.”

“The portentous decision has
heen made but its long shadows on
the screen of the future can be
only dimly perceived.”

He said, however, that regardless
of the council's oppositio in the
past to the creation of a sovereign
state based on a religious grou,
“We cannot and do not set our-
selves against the orgamzed voice
of the world society of nations.”

Women’s Groups
Urge Passage
Of UMT Bill

WASHINGTON, Jan. 17. (UPl—
Representatives of 35 women's
groups today submitted to Senate
President Vandenberg (R, Mich.)
and Speaker Martin Jr. (R, Mass.),
a petition calling on Congress to
pRss universal military training
legislation. W

The petition was signed by 800
delegates to the Women's Patriotic
Conference here on national de-
fense.

Mrs, Tee W. Hutton of-Exeelsior,
Minn,, president of the American
Lepion Auxiliary, presented the
petition, Vandenberg assured her it
will be submitted to Congress,

Mrs. Hutton said the petition’s
signers represent more than 2,000,
000 women.

The conference adopled resolu-
tions assailing Communism and de-
manding that no potential war ma-
terials he shipped to any nation that
tries to obstruct U, S. efforts to re-
habilitate Western Europs.

Texas Company to
Build in Richmond

The Texas Company has leased a
21-acre property on the Richmond
waterfront for construction of a
Northern California  distribution
plant.

The site, located between Rich-
mond Shipyard No. 1 and the Santa
Fe channel, was leased by the oil
company from the Parr-Richmond
Terminal Corporation. Plant con-
struction will start immediately,
according to Texas officials.

Soviet Diplomacy

Romanian Leader’s Statement Hints
Russia Ready to Consolidate Its Grip

By JOHN M. HIGHTOWER

Associnted Press Staff Wrller

WASHINGTON, Jan. 17—Roma-
ninn  Communist Premier Georgl
Dimitrov's declaration for an East-
ern European federation suggested
tonight that Russia is about ready
to undertake final steps for perma-
nently consolidating its grip over
the nations behind the “Iron Cur-
tain."

Dimitrov's statements in a news
conference at Bucharest do not
change the nature of Communist
opposition to the Marshall Plan for
European recovery. They do make
that opposition much clearer. They
probably explain why it was inevit-
able, since any co-operation be-
tween Eastern European states and
Western Europe under the Marshall
Plan would have complicated great-
ly, if not prevented, tne achieve-
ment of the projected Iederation.

Washington authorities in their
initial reactlon to Dimitrov's asser-
tlons said the Bulgarian Premier
had not actually contributed any
new Iideas to information about
Communist objectives for the East-
ern bloc. They emphasize that what
he has done is put those objectives
on record, more simply and with
greater authority behind them, than
has heretofore been done.

Some diplomatic experts regard

the Bulgarian Communist as prob-
ably the most powerful figure in
the party outside Russia. His words
therefore are given considerable
welght by American officlals as
represenfing probable top party
policy.

American and other Western
power officials have been convinced
for months the Russians were
working toward an Eastern Euro-
pean federation which might some
day lead either to the creation of
a great Slav nation or to the ah-
sorption of the lands immediately
behind the “iron curain” into the
Soviet system,

That is the explanation which
has been given by best Informed
authorities, both here and in Lon-
don, to the extensive system of
trade treaties and other pacts
which the Communist governments
have been negoliating among them-
selves since the end of the war, It
is nalso the principal explanation
which has been advanced for the
Communist crackdown in Hungary
last year, and for the progressive
elimination of all non-Communist
leadership in the states where the
Communists control the govern=
ments.

Whether the Russlans and the
non-Russian Communists can carry
out their objective is another mat-
ter

Pro-Soviet
Balkan Bloc
Is Foreseen

BUCHAREST, Jan. 1T (/#—Georgi
Dimitrov, Communist Premier of
Bulgaria, today said Eastern Euro-
pean natlons within the Soviet orbit
intend, when the time is ripe, to
form a federation of states as allies
of Russia.

Declaring talk of such a federa-
tion is premature now, Dimitrov
said first of all these nations will

form a customs union. Then, he
added:

“But, when the time is ripe, then
our peoples of the popular democra-
cles will decide whether it shall be
a federation or confederation of
states, and they will also decide the
moment when it shall take the
shape of a state."

The Bulgarian leader listed as
members of the projected group
“Bulgaria, Albania, Romania, Yugo-
slavia, Hungary, Poland, Czecho=-
slovakia and even Greece.”

He said the federation planned
to co-operate with Russia on a large
scale and “if possible,” -would also
seek trade relations with the United
States, Britain and France “on the
principle of complete equality.”

Dimitrov came to Bucharest to
slgn a 20-year treaty of friendship,
collaboration and mutual assistance
with Romania.

Canada’s Premier

May Announce
i e I
He'll Quitin ‘49
Copyright, 1948, by the New York Times
and The Chronicle

OTTAWA, Ont,, Jan. 17—Tt 5 ex-
pected here that Prime Minister
Mackenzie King on Tuesday will an-
nounce his intention to retire from
public life next year, and will pro-
pose that a Liberal party convention
be held this summer or fall to ap-
point his successor as party leader.

King, 73, has been Prime Minister
for over 20 years and in April he
will set a new 'record of service,
having been in office for longer
than the record-holding British
Prime Minister, Sir Robert Walpole.
Although he is strong and active,
the strain of the war years has told
and he feels the need of a rest.

Last year he said delinitely he
would not lead the party in another
general election, and the next logical
step is that he should now ask the
parly to elect his successor.

Arline Decides

BRIDGEPORT, Conn., Jan. 17 ()
—Arline Judge, Bridgeport-born
movie actress, has decided, she an-
nounced today, to ask her divorce-
seeking husband, Henry J. (Bob)
Topping Jr., of Greenwich, to de-
scribe her alleged acts of intoler-
able cruelty, as well as temporary
alimony and counsel fees,

Photographs: As Seen in Vogue Pattern Book
Yogue Patterns 8217, 40c and 8180, 35¢c

Vogue Pattern 6294, 75e
Vogue Special Design S-4842, 1.00

Paris

presents

Zlkfms

A Superb New Collection of Woolens
hy-the-yard as Featnred in
Vogue Pattern Book

Americana by-the-yard . . Juilliard’s
spring collection in colors haunting
as our traditional ballads. The finest
of woolens and worsted, yours for the
cutting in softer. suppler textures to
complete new-season shapes . . de-
signed for your dressmaking with
Vogue’s unerring touch.

4.00 = 8.00 yd-

YARDAGE. SECOND FLOOR A

VIRGINIA MAYO
starring in Samual Goldwyn's
Technicolor Comedy

"A SONG IS BORN"

V%fm Wﬂy& Discovers the
Magic Box That Keeps Foil-Fresh
Candies Fresh 3 to 6 Times Longer!

Candy lovers all over the nation are praising the
wonders of the Magic Box. It brings them Chase
Foil-Fresh Candy that has a kitchen-fresh taste.
Here's the secret: a special aluminum foil wrap on
the Magic Box keeps outheatand humidity - . - de-
flects sunlight. This keeps candy fresh 3 to 6 times

longer. Discover this amazing new way to buy candy
and enjoy its delicious freshness.

to $1.25 for a pound box.
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