United Palestine Appeal

LAND FOR RECONSTRUCTION

By JUDGE MORRIS ROTHENBERG

Honorary Chairman, Jewish National Fund of
America; Co-Chairman, Council of the Jewish
HAgency for Palestine

“To prepare the land for the rescue, rehabilitation and absorption of large
numbers of survivors of the Nazi massacres who will come to our shores;

“To make possible the settlement on the soil of the men and women from
Eretz Israel and other lands who joined the armed forces of the United Nations
for the defeat of the Axis and for the cause of freedom in a better world;

“To extend the foundation and the scope of the agricultural development in
Jewish Palestine —

“This ‘Kol Adamah' Convention calls upon the Zionist movement and upon
all Jewish communities in the free part of the world to redouble their efforts
for the soil acquisition and reclamation program of the Jewish National Fund
and to place at the disposal of the Fund, in the forthcoming year, the sum of
LP. 2,000,000 ($8,000,000) for the above-described purpose.”

HIS call has a direct bearing upon the two basic

and urgent tasks of rescue and reconstruction which
challenge today the minds and hearts of American Jewry.
It was sounded at a unique assembly held on October
12th, 1943, in Jerusalem, on the summit of Mt. Scopus.
On the spot where the Roman legions under Titus laid
siege to the capital of the Second Jewish Commonwealth
in the year 70 of the Christian era, the most distinguished
personalities of Palestine Jewry, representatives of the

Yishuv’s national institutions and delegates of pioneer
settlements assembled to give heed to the agonizing cry
of the surviving remnant of European Jewry and to plan
for a new advance in the program of Jewish rescue and
reconstruction.

The date coincided with the second anniversary of the
death of Menahem Ussishkin, whose name has become
synonymous with the struggle for and progress of
Geulath Ha'aretz, the basic task of land acquisition and
reclamation which faced during
today on an even larger scale—the builders, pioneers and
defenders of the Jewish National Home in Palestine.
The assemblage bore the name of a “Call of the Land”
Convention after the title of a manifesto penned many
years ago by Ussishkin in which he emphasized the indis-
pensability of the soil as the foundation upon which the
new structure 1s to rest.

INCE its foundation forty-two years ago, the Keren
Kayemeth, as a people’s fund for the redemption of
its Homeland, became the national instrument upon
which the gigantic task of (Continued on page 68)
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ENLISTED FOR THE DURATION . . .

The American Merchant Marine

We are often asked what American steamship companies are doing now that
the Government has taken over, for use during the war, all merchant ships,
and the Maritime Commission is building thousands more . . . Well, except
for those operated by the Army and Navy, all merchant ships, old and new,
are being managed and operated by American steamship companies under the
direction, and for the account of, the War Shipping Administration, To all
theaters of war and in serving the United Nations and other friendly countries,
the companies of the American Merchant Marine and their personnel afloat
and ashore are doing the greatest ocean transportation job in history.

GRACE LINE

BACK THE ATTACK — WITH WAR BONDS

j PERFUME $1.50 to $10.00
EAU PARFUMEE $1.50
TALCUM 75¢
FACE POWDER $1.00
BATH POWDER $1.25

ROUGE 75¢
All prices plus tax
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tary, food and necessities for those
on the home front, and permitting
valuable shipping space that might
otherwise be devoted to import to
be used for more urgent cargo.

NDER the stimulus of the
Jewish Agency and with the
land resources of the Jewish Na-
tional IFund, staple crops, veg-
etables and dairy products have
leaped percentages to
provision the civilian population,
as well as the military garrisons
stationed in Palestine. Agricul-
tural settlement, which has made
these crop increases possible, is
one of the basic policies of the
Jewish Agency. There are now
276 Jewish agricultural settle-
ments in Palestine, most of them
established with or aided by funds
of the Palestine Foundation Fund
or on land of the Jewish National
Fund. Twenty-eight of these settle-
ments have been established since
the beginning of the war.
Indissolubly linked with the de-
velopment of the Jewish National
Home is the land purchase, de
velopment and afforestation pro-
gram of the Jewish National
Fund. Despite all the difhiculties
which have confronted this agency,
its achievements in recent decades
have been notable indeed. As of

by great

June 30, 1943, the Jewish Na-
tional Fund had purchased, and
holds in trust for the Jewish
people, 652,293 dunams of land
in Palestine (four dunams to the
acre). Without this tireless effort
to increase Jewish holdings of
land in Palestine, that country
would have been unable to find
room for the hundreds of thou-
sands who escaped from the Hit-
ler terror to Palestine. Provision
must be made on a continuing and
expanding basis for the equally
great, if not greater, numbers who
will seek admission after the war
and who must and will be granted
asylum and a chance te rebuild
their lives in dignity and security.
Experience in Palestine and other
parts of the world during the past
two decades underlines the wisdom
of acquiring land as the indispens-
able basis for any mass settlement
scheme.

In the coming months and years,
American Jews will have increas-
ing opportunity to play a sig-
nificant role in the settlement and
upbuilding of the Jewish National
Home. Their instrument of co-
operation with the Yishuv, the
United Palestine Appeal, must be
utilized to the fullest extent so that
there need be no halting in the
progress toward the ultimate goal.
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preparing the land for the people
was placed. The “Call of the
Land" which it constantly sounded
was at first but feebly audible. It
found its first echo in the sensitive
ears of those who are especially
attuned to the lesson which Jewish
homelessness, caused by national
landlessness, has written on the
tragic pages of the annals of the
Diaspora. It met with the re-
sponse of those who, as the events
of the past several decades un-
folded, gained an insight and a
growing understanding of the
problems of planning and practical
action which underlie the question
of Jewish national survival. Under
its banner the creative energies of
the Jewish masses in the large
Jewish population centers in East-
ern and Central Europe, in the
British Commonwealth of Nations
and in the United States were
mobilized for the redemption of
the soil which has as its aim the
creation of a Homeland for the
Jewish people. The pennies of the
poor and the dollars of the well-
to-do have been channelled through

national re-
demptive action. The grand total
shows an investment of approx-
imately $40,000,000 in the basic
task of nation building. With
these resources the Jewish Na-
tional Fund gave to the world an
irrefutable demonstration of Jew-
ish capacity for pioneering work
and achievement in agriculture.
Year after year and decade after
decade the Keren Kayemeth blazed
new trails in the desert and waste-
lands redeemed areas of
Eretz Israel for the establishment
of 167 agricultural colonies and
18 suburban settlements, which
today constitute the backbone of
Jewish Palestine.

When the hour of supreme
crisis came and the devastating
hurricane of hatred, persecution
and slaughter swept over the
Jewish communities of Contin-
ental Europe, the grains of na-
tional soil, gathered in Eretz
Israel with so much devotion and
perseverance, rose to the stature

(Continued on page 71)
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| SALUTE TO THE RUSSIAN PEOPLE

‘tar of David hangs with the Hammer and Sickle, the Union Jack and
s and Stripes at a meeting in tribute to the victorious Russian armies.
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:yor Rokach emerges from an ambulance which he inspected during a

sremony at the Town Hall of Tel Aviv. A number of ambulances and
other medical supplies were contributed to aid Russia.

(Continued from page 68)

a Rock of Salvation. The
ssets which represented the toil
ind the sweat of a thousand years
oy the Jewish communities on the
Rhine, on the Seine, on the Vis-
tula, on the Bug and on the
Dnieper crumbled into dust under
the blood-soaked heels of the
Nazi legions of death. Only the
tiny dots of the new Jewish civil-
ization and hope which grew out
of the soil that was redeemed on
the banks of the Jordan shone
forth as towers of light and hope
in the ocean of blood. Zion Re-
deemed is the haven at which the
wrecked ship of Jewish life strives
to anchor now,

I RESCUE and reconstruction

are to be effected as a result
of constructive, long-range plan-
ning and in a manner that would
prevent the recurrence of the
tragic events which a bewildered
world witnessed during the past
year, Palestine must assume a
position of primary importance.
In the extension of the Jewish

National Home and the creation
of such political and economic
conditions that will lead ultimately
to the establishment of the third
Jewish Commonwealth, the tasks
of today and of the post-war
period are inseparably linked. This
is not a mere assertion of Zionist
doctrine; it is the inevitable con-
clusion to which a consideration
of the facts as they stand out in
the record of the Hitler decade
must lead.

Since the advent of Hitlerism,
520,000 Jews left Continental
Europe for overseas countries, up-
rooted and homeless refugees.
More than one-half of this num-
ber — 300,000 men, women and
children—found homes in Jewish
Palestine — more than the total
number of refugees that were ad-
mitted to all other countries in-
cluding the United States of
America. Nor has this process of
life-saving and national renais-
sance been stopped, war conditions
and provisions of the MacDonald

(Continued on next page)
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It takes a lot of
“KNOW-HOW?” to pilot
a bomber

/4
.. and it takes years of ”{m 0 # ” 0” .

to bring you Fine Milk!

What is "KNOW-HOW" in the milk
business? Well—it is long experience in
selecting the right farms and the right
herds as a source of supply. It is long years
of working with farmers to maintain and
improve the quality of milk.

It is long years of skill in processing that
good milk . . . in watching over it at every
step through our modern dairy plants. It is
the dozens of inspections and tests through
which skilled hands and trained eyes
guide it from our receiving platform to
your doorstep. It is the Sealtest quality
controls which help safeguard purity.

Sealtest, Inc. and associate companies are divi-
sions of National Dairy Products Corporation

That “"KNOW-HOW'"' is working con-
stantly for you# . . . working to bring you
one of the finest milks that is produced
anywhere in the world. The proof is in
every glassful of Sealtest Milk: In its
creamy flavor, in its fresh, clean rtaste,
in its purity and wholesomeness.

Today, milk is an important war food!
It is playing a vital role in training camps,
on fighting fronts, on the production line.
For that reason, we urge you to order only
as much Sealtest Milk as youneed . . . and
to use all you buy. It's a precious food.
Don't waste it!

TUNE IN THE SEALTEST VILLAGE STORE, THURSDAY EVENINGS, NBC NETWORK
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Somerset Importers

Limited
]

IMPORTERS AND
DISTRIBUTORS IN THE UNITED STATES

FOR

HAIG & HAIG

BLENDED SCOTS WHISKY
86.8 PROOF

KING WILLIAM 1V
BLENDED SCOTCH WHISKY
86.8 PROOF

RIONDO

PUERTO RICAN RUM
86 PROOF

9 ROCKEFELLER PLAZA, NEW YORK
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White Paper to the contrary not-
withstanding, since the outbreak
of hostilities. During the four
war years the Jewish population
of Palestine has been increased by
approximately 50,000 souls, and
the major part of the increase
was due to the influx and absorp-
tion of nearly 40,000 refugees
from the gas chambers and char-
nel-houses that Hitler built for
them.

Unswervingly performing its
function, the Jewish National
Fund accelerated the tempo of its
work during the war even in those
days when the Axis armies stood
at the gates of Alexandria and in-
vasion by the relentless foe seemed
imminent. Since September, 1939,
the Keren Kayemeth succeeded in
enlarging the national land hold-
ings by an additional 180,000 du-
nams of land and, cooperating
with its sister-fund, the Keren
Hayesod, provided the land, and in
some Instances part of the required
resources, for the establishment of
23 new agricultural colonies in all
parts of Palestine. These new
settlements offered striking testi-
mony of the epic part which has
been and is being performed by the
Jewish National Fund in the de-
velopment of the Jewish National
Home even during war times.

N THE story of the second

World War, the epic of the
victory in the desert which started
with the rout of Rommel's Afrika
Korps at El Alamein and led to
Italy’s declaration of war upon
Germany, already occupies a pre-
eminent place. But the world has
vet to learn and fully appreciate
the part which Jewish Palestine,
its manpower, its skilled services
and its supplies, played in the
miracle of El Alamein. In a
Mediterranean over which the
navies of Great Britain and the
United States had to convoy every
ship and protect with their guns
and the lives of their men each
ounce of materiel and supplies for
the fighting armies, the industrial
and agricultural production of
Jewish  Palestine, unstintingly
given to the war effort, has been
an asset of incalculable value. The
story of Palestine’s soil and its
yield during those bleak months
when each ton of shipping was
more precious than gold must be-
come a cogent part of this record
of victory.

For Jewish Palestine’s agricul-
ture made a splendid contribution
to the war effort when it enlarged
considerably its output for the
maintenance of the population as
well as the armed forces. These
included  constantly  increasing

numbers of the U. S. Flying
Corps and other American mili-
tary units. The network of irriga-
tion has been considerably ex-
tended over the Jewish-owned
land areas and mixed farming has
developed greatly. Whereas be-
fore September, 1939, Jewish agri-
culture provided 34% of the
Yishuv’s requirements of milk, to-
day it supplies 58%. Its egg pro-
duction has risen from 37% to
64%, and vegetable production
from 44% to 63% of consumption.
Jewish production of potatoes, 2
crop which was introduced only
on the eve of the war, now satis-
fies 55% of the needs. Settlements
on the land of the Jewish Na-
tional Fund provided 63% of all
the Jewish milk output, 739% of
poultry and eggs, 62% of cereal
75% of vegetables, 829 of
toes.

This increased production was
made possible to a very consi
able degree by the enlargen
the areas under cultivation.
Whereas in 1937, the areas of the
Jewish National Fund devoted to
the growing of cereals and ver
etables comprised 173,000 dunams
the cereal and vegetable crops in
1942 occupied an area of 304,80
dunams. The increase on privatelv-
owned Jewish land is expressed bs
the figures of 156,000 dunams i
1937, as compared with 17501
dunams in 1942, This productio
for Victory was greatly enhanc:
because the Jewish National Fu
constantly brought within
country’s cultivable area netw land
tracts which, reclaimed as people’
property and placed at the disposa]
of willing fighters and rtillers of
the soil, was pressed into the serv-
ice of freedom's cause. During the
vear 5703 (October, 1942-Septem
ber, 1943), when new acquis-
tions amounted to approximatel
50,000 dunams, the J.N.F. Land
holdings reached the 650,000 di-
nam level.

HE fourth war year wit-

nessed an unprecedented d
velopment in the fund raising and
land acquisition work of the Jew-
ish National Fund. Its world in-
come reached the peak of LP. 1 -
100,000 toward which American
Jewry contributed approximately
$4,000,000. This sum comprises
the total of gifts given to the
Keren Kayemeth as a result of its
popular collections in the United
States, the allocation it received
from the United Jewish Appeal
through the United Palestine Ap-
peal, and a sum of approximately
$1,500,000 invested by public-
spirited citizens in the 10 year 4%



74

FAMOUS for FUNCTIONS

For individual guests, as well as for functions of all types
and sizes, the Commodore affords the perfect combination
of convenience, comfort and experienced service. , . . Just a
few steps from Grand Central trains, in the midst of Man-
hattan’s attractions. Spacious restaurants with satisfying meals
at the most reasonable prices.

2000 comfortable, outside rooms,
all with private bath.

Tie COMMODOR

"NEW YORK'S BEST LOCATED HOTEL"
MARTIN SWEENY, President

RIGHT AT GRAND CENTRAL AND AIRLINES TERMINALS

Where Friendly

Service is the rule

The Ansley Atlanta, Ga.

The Andrew Jackson Nashville, Tenn.

The Jefferson Davis Montgomery, Ala.

The O. Henry Greensboro, N. C.

The St. Charles

New Orleans, La.
The Savannah Savannah, Ga.
The Tutwiler Birmingham, Ala.

3000 Rooms in Southern Hotels

DINKLER HOTELS COMPANY, Inc.
CARLING DINKLER, President.

Note Issue of the Jewish National
Fund, Inc.

Palestine is not speculating
about the shape of things to come.
The Jewish Homeland is already
grappling with the grave problem
of the post-war period. To live it
must grow and expand. For Eretz
Israel, the tasks of rescue and re-
construction are immediate and
feasible daily assignments. For the
fulfillment of its historic task, the
Land of Israel must be extended
for the rescue of Israel. The land
areas to be purchased and de-
veloped will implement the fol-
lowing program: (a) Provide a
haven for the refugees, including
children, who find their way to

A Sure and

(Continued fr

lenial tragedy remains as stark
and as menacing as it ever was.
It is a tragic fact which seems to
escape so many students of anti-
Semitism. The story of Jewish
emancipation in Europe from the
day after the French Revolution
to the day before the Nazi revolu-
tion is the story of political posi-
tions captured in the face of stub-
born and sullen opposition, which
left our emancipated minority in
each country encamped within an
unbeaten and unreconciled opposi-
tion. At the slightest provocation,
as soon as things got out of order,
the opposition returned to the at-
tack and inflicted grievous wounds.

And in our day, stirred by the
political and economic struggles
which have torn nations apart,
this never-failing, never-reconciled
opposition swept over the Jewish
political and economic positions in
Europe and completely demolished
them. This has been our persist-
ent problem. This is our imme-
diate emergency which, unfor-
tunately, has been immediate
almost to every generation of our
people in almost every country.
What we are confronted with to-
day is the frightful aggravation of
a situation which has continuously
darkened the pages of our history
since the beginning of our dis-
persion.

There is but one solution for
this persistent emergency in Jew-
ish life, for national homelessness
which is the source of our suffer-
ing and sorrow. That solution is
a national home. The only solu-
tion is to normalize the political
status of the Jewish people in the
world by giving it a national basis
in its national and historic home.

The world finally came to ack-
nowledge the wvalidity of this
solution. In 1917 Great Britain
issued the Balfour Declaration,

United Palestine Appeal

Palestine during the war; (b)
Absorb the mass immigration
which will come to the shores of
Eretz Israel in the post-war
period; (c) Create the foundation
for the settlement of Freedom's
Fighters, the men and women who
enlisted in the British and the
Allied armies in the Middle East;
(d) Make possible the implemen-
tation of housing and building
programs adjoining the towns and
larger villages; (e) Extend Jew-
ish settlement to hitherto unde-
veloped parts of the country fo
the creation of new Jewish agri
cultural zones; (f) Consolidate
the existing Jewish settlemeni
areas.

Certain End

om page 7)

This declaration was not inte
to be an immigrant aid scheme,
effort to open up a new avenu
Shortl

fore its issuance and for

Jewish immigration.

vears prior thereto, Jews in
large numbers were finding o
tunities for immigration in
parts of the world, especial
the Western Hemisphere.
Balfour Declaration was a
cal, national act designed
build the national life of the
ish people in its homeland.

HIS was the interpret

of the purpose of the Ba
Declaration which was unive
accepted by the statesmen
world and by those who we:
sponsible for the issuance
Declaration. They were thi
in terms of a Jewish Com
wealth, or as many of them
it, a Jewish State which was t
the national outgrowth and «
tion of the National [e
Home.

Llovd George, who was rin
Minister at the time the Bali
Declaration was issued, spoke o
Jewish Commonwealth. In 1Y
President Wilson stated:

“T am persuaded that the Allicd
Nations, with the fullest concu
rence of our government and
people are agreed that in Palestin
shall be laid the foundations of
Jewish Commonwealth.”

General Smuts, who was a meim-
ber of the Imperial War Cabinet
at the time, declared in 1919 that
he envisaged an increasing stream
of Jewish immigration into Pales-
tine and in generations to come a
great Jewish state rising there
once more.,

The great Winston Churchill,
when he was Secretary of State in

(Continued on page 76)
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