The first independent Jewish State in 19 centuries
was born in Tel Aviv as the British Mandiate over Palestine
came 1o an end at midnight on Friday, and it was immed-
iately subjected fo the test of fire. As “Medinat Yisrael”
(State of Israel) was proclaimed, the battle for Jerusalem
raged, with most of the city falling fo the Jews. ‘At the

Most Crowded 'Hours in
Palestine’s History

Between Thursday might and this morning Palestine

went through what by all standards must be among the

most erowded Rours in its history.
For the Jewish population there was the anguish over

the fate of the few hundred

the Kfar Btzion bloc of settlements near Hebron.
surrender to a fully equipped superior foreign force des-
perately in need of a victory was a foregone conclusion,
What could not be known, with no communications since

Thursday morning, was 'whe

Red Cross and the Truce Consuls would secure civilized

conditions for prisoners and

for the dead. Doubts on some of these anxious questions

have now been resolved.

On Friday afternoon, from Tel
Aviv, came the expected - an-
nouncement of the Jewish State,
and its official naming at birth,
“Medinat Yisrael"—State of Is-
rael, with the swearing in of the
first Council of Government. The
proclamation of the State was
made at midnight, coinciding with
the sailing from Haifa of Britain’s
last High Commissioner. Within
the hour, President Truman an-
nounced in Washington that the
Government of the United Srates
had decided to give de facto re-
cognition to the Jewish State, with
all that such recognition implied.
The Assemblyoftche United Ma
fions, meeting since the middle of
April for “further study” of the
Palestine problem was thus left,
by one means or another, to ratify
the Two-States decision of MNo-
vember last year, or dissolve with
nothing concrete to its credic. The
Assembly adjourned with the re-
solution to appoint a mediator
between the Jews and Arabs, to
cooperate with the Security Coun-
¢il’'s Truce Commission in Jeru-
salem.

Russian Recognition Awaited

Russia and her allies had given
early assurance -of their intention
to recognize the Jewish Srate,
whoever else did or did not. As
a result of Washington's action
and the Eastern Bloc's stand,
other countries ate expected to ex-
tend their recognition to the new-
ly born state.

Nor did the Arab Bloc remain
idle. True to their promises, or
threats, the members of the Arab
League completed their plans for
2 fullscale invasion of Palestine
in what has been described as 2
‘Moslem “crusade”  against the
Jews. Tel Aviv was bombed twice
yesterday by Egyptian war planes.
One of the enemy planes was
shor down by a Jewish fighter
plane; and the pilot taken prison-
er, showing that this move against
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der of Jewish settlements in
North-Eastern Galilee:

The Security Council met yes-
teeday in a special session to con-
sider action on the invasion of
Palestine by member states of the
LIIN.

In the afternoon,
was subjected to
the northwest.

Haganah forces throughout the
country continued mopping up,
and Jewish sources claimed most
of Western Galilee safe against
1rtack. Nahatayim, near Jisr el
Majamie, inside  Trans-Jordan,
where the Jordan River works of
the Palestine Elecuric Curpoiation
are, is claimed by the Arab Le-
gion. The battle for the Tel Aviv-
Jerusalem Road at Bab el Wad
s still on, Haganah taking two
villages — Abu Shusha and Ku-
pah — between: Rawleh and lat-
run.

Converging on 0ld City
In Jerusalem the “cease fire” ob-
served on both sides for six days
was broken on Friday, although
the more strategic buildings in
Princess Mary Avenue, the Rus-
sian Compound, and Jaffa Road
passed to the Jews without a shot
Seing fired, asdid the David Build-
ing commanding the toad to: the
German Colony and Railway Sta-
tion. By yesterday evening, Jew-

Jerusalem
shelling from

ish forees were approaching some
of the gatés of the Old City. The
Police Training School on Mt
Scopus and Sheikh Jarrah are in
Jewish hands.

On Friday morning, the Truce
Commission met at the French
Consulate and invited Jewish and
Arab representatives to confer
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JEWS TAKE OVER
SECURITY ZONES

The Battle for Jerusalem,
which began when the British
forces withdrew on Friday
morning, continued all day
Friday and yesterday. The
crackle of small-arms fire and
explosions of mortar shells
were still being heard in the
early hours of this morning
as the battle entered its third
day.

Repeated efforts on Friday
evening and again on Satur-
day by the U.N, Truce Com-
mission to bring about a
“cease fire" were brought to-
nought when the Arab repre-

sentatives  falled to agree
within  the specified time
Himit.

On Friday morning, Jewish
forces entered -the Russian
Compound and Zone C to re-
oceupy the buildings requisi-
tioned from Jewsz last year.
This operation was almost
bloodless, but beyond the
western edge of Zone C, Arabs
engaged the Jews in Jaffa
Road. The Arabs were forced
back and the Barclays Bank
area was taken,

Tn other parts of the ecity
fighting fared up. Jews over-
ran one after another the areas
evacuated by the British. By
last night, the guarters and
strongpoints held by Haganah
included. the German  Colony
and part of the Bika'a Quar-
ter in Zone A, all of Zone B
except for the Red Cross area,
Sheikh Jarrah (where the
Jewish flag was flown from
the Mufti's Housze), the Mea
Shearim Police Station and
Allenby Barracks on the Beth-
lehem Road. The I.Z.L. were
in occupation of the Scopus
Police Billet,

Yesterday afternoon eight
cannon . shelled Jewish Jeru-
salem from the Arab village
of Nebi Samwil, more” than
100 shells falling in the north-
western quarters. Several per-
sons were injured.

Jewish casualties in the two
days of {fighting were eight
killed and a number of wound-
ed. Arab casualties’ are not
known.

EMERGENCY

A state of emergency in the
Jerusalem area was declared
to exist by the Haganah Area
Commander as from yester-
day in what is the flrst Order
of the Day to be issued in al-
most 2,000 years by a Jewish
Military Commander of the
city.

with them. Jewish Agency deleg-
ates agreed that the “cease fire”
Ye extended in Jerusalem for
eight days. Arab representatives
could not attend, they said, be-
cause of the firing in Julian’s

The Order said:
With

the
o Tarael
(the State of Israel) and the pett-
ing up of its Provisional (.‘nml!:l!
of Goygrnment, the Jews of FPa-
lestine have entered upon the de-
cisive phase of the war,
In order to obvinte any disturb-

of

the declaration

Bomb Tel Aviv;

Kol Israel, the
brogdeasting  station, reported
at 2 o'clock yesterday after-
noon that Tel Aviv had been
pombed three times in the pre-
vious evening and morning,
anid that one plane had been
shot down and its HKgyptian
pilot taken prisoner.

In the first raid, four planes

attacked from a height of 300
feet. Two  dropped bombs,
while the others strafed the
eity. Little damage was caus-
ed, In theé second attack two
hours later, the alrport to the
north of the ecity was bhombed,
and an Air France plane park-
ed there was damaged. The
third raid was  launched
shortly before midday, but the
planes were driven off with-
ouf causing any damage.
Two settlements in the Ne-
gev had also  been attacked
from the air, the radio report-
ed

Tel Avivs

POST

STATE OF ISRAEL

same fime, President Truman announced that the United
States would accord recognition to the new State. A few
hours later, Palestine was invaded by Moslem armies from
the south, east and north, and Tel Aviv was raided from
the mir. On Friday the United Nations Special Assembly
adjourned @afier adopting a resplution to appoint a med-

Egyptian Air Force Spitfires

One Shot Down

A country-wide  blackout
was-ordered by Air Raid Pre-
caution Headgquarters in Tel
Aviy. -

Mr., David Ben Gurion; the
Prime  Minister,  broddeast
from Tel Aviv to the people
of America yesterday morning.
As he spoke, Egyptian planes
were hombing the eity.

In the north, the settlements
of Ein ey and Shaar Huago-
lan and Dan had been shelled,
but po further details were
available,

Katandia airfield was tak-
en by the Jewish army on
I'riday morning, shortly after
the High Commissioner had
left there by plane for Haifa.
The field was evacuated,

to-
gether with the neighbouring
settlement  of  Ataroth, oI

Friday night. The settlement
itself was burnt by Arabs yes-
terday.

2 Columns Cross
Southern Border

By WALTER COLLINS

1. P, Correspondent

CAIRO, Saturday. — A com-
munigue issued today by the
Feyptian Ministry. of Naticnal
Defence reported that two
columns of Egyptian troops,
incTuding Infantry and artil-
lery, had struck -across the
Palestine border, preceded by
alrcraft,

One column was reported
to have crossed the frontier
30 miles inland and to have
attacked the "“Jewish wvillage

A Good Thing

CATRO; Saturday (UP), —
The Egyptian  Premier,
Nokrashi Pasha, told the
press that advance units of
the Hgyptian army had en-
tered Gaza 12 hours after
crossing the fromtier.

*This is & very
thing,” he added.

gooid

of Auja on the road to Beer-
sheba, wiping it out because
its inhabitants thad refused
to surrender.” (Auja s a
police post near the frontier,
about 25 miles from the near-
est Jewish settlement). The
column then entrenched it-
self on heights east of Gaza.
Meanwhile, according to this
Cairo report, another column
crossed the border at mid-
night, travelling north along
the coast road towards Gaza.
Egyptian sources later re-
ported that their forces had

Etzion Settlers
Taken P.O.V. |

Tighting in the Kfar Etzion
bloe continued  throughont
Friday, after Kfar BEtzion it-
self had surrendered  to the
Arabe g pravicug - dny.
The wounded from the seifle-
ment were evacuated fo Mas-
suot Ttzhak.

The fighting was broken off
on Friday on the intervention
of a Red Cross vepresenta-
tive, accompanied by a Jewish
Medical Officer, who went out
to the settlements and super-
vised the transfer of the Jews
from Révadim and Ein Zurim,
the wounded and women being
taken to Bethlehem, and the
other settlers to prison.

The settlers from Massuot
Iizhak, including the wounded
from the first day's Tighting
at Kfar Btzion, were removed
vesterday.

The termg of surrender
agreed on hy the Jews and
Arabs were:

All  able-bodied soldiers to be
taken ws prisoners of war, and
kept In  special camps, to be

supervised by the [Internationsal
Red OCross,

Women, non-combatants  and
wounded to be hrought to Jeru-
salem by the Red Cross.

(LI

«War Office Says
Legion Had Left

LAKE SUCCESS, Satur-
day, — Sir Alexander Ca-
dogan, Britain's delegate
to the UN, ..read in the
Security Council a tele-
gram from the War Office
today, stating that all units

reached the Negev settle-
ments of Nirim and Kfar
Darom, but could give mno

Way, and a two-hour respite was
arranged from 5 to 7 in the even-
ing. Whether they agreed or nor,

the civilian population was not a
surprise, and that the Jewish pre
patations include anti-aircraft de-
fences,

A black-out has been ordered
for the whole of Jewish Palestine
Tel Aviv itself having blacked
out on Friday.

Ar the same time, the air was
filled with reports of two Egypt-
ian columns on the move from
the south towards Gaza and Beer-
sheba, and of intensified shell-

became academic as by that rime
the battle for Jerusalem had been
renewed.

To Jerusalem’s tension was add-
ed the aggravation of electric pow-
er failing in most parts of the
<ity, as nearly all of the Electric
Corporation’s lines had been shot
down. This meant, on top of the
other heardships to a  fuel-less
sity, no broadcast news yesterday,
when there were no newspapers.
For more than a week the city was

ing from across the northern bot-

also without piped water.

ACRE CAPTURE

Acre, the sea-coast town
across the bay from Haifa, was
captured by Jewish forces yes-
terday, the Haganah Radio re-
ported. The surrender of the
town, and subseguently two vil-
lages to the north, came after
a strong Jewish attack,

Arms dumps containing enor-
mous gquantities of military
equipment were captured.

The B.B.C. stated yesterday
that almbost all of Western Ga
1lee was in Jewlsh hands, but
that Naharayim, on the Jor-
dan, had been occupied by the
Legion.

Double Summer
Time in Jerusalem

At midnight tonight all
clocks in Jewish Jerusalem
will be advanced two hours.

The Emergency Commit-
tee las instituted double
spmmes time in order to
save foel, The measure
does not apply to the rest

ance during the difficult time that
confronts us, I herchy declare a
state of emergency to exist In the
Jerusalem Distrlet as from  00.01
hours on Saturday, May 15, and
hersby give the fellowing in-
structions: o

1. Hvery inhablfant must place
Nhimself at the disposal of the
authorized security  forcts
Medinat Israel and obey
orders,

2. All property required for the
nesds of the Altary Command
may be expropriated by the sec-
urity forces acting throngh offi-
eors carrying -proper documents.
Compensation for such expropria-
ted property will be pald gecord-
ing to evalnation by the Jerusa-
lem Committee and at snch time
ag. the latter shall decide.

4. The -arefs evacunted by the
forces of the Mandafory Govern-
ment and now held by the secor-
ity forces are herehy declared to
bhe  OMiltary Ocenpation  Areas
wnder the authority of Military
Governors,

4. No¢ person may enter
such aren without permission
the AMilitary Governor

5. Any person found looting or
committing any eriminal act will
pe bronght Thefore o Military
Court and punished with all the
rigour of the law,

The Palestine Post

Despite - the power fallure in
Jerysalem, the FElectric Corpora-
tion succeeded in providing these
offiees with power about 10.15 last
night. There was another fallure
about 11.15 but again the Corpora-

of
their

any
of

of the country*

The Jernsalem Electric
Corporation  will et off
current  to the Jewish
Quarters from 1 to 9 pam.
ns from today,

tion was able to restore the cur-

rent,
l Before the linotype machines
could begin to work, however, it
wans 1 am., and In order to e
abte to sappear this morning, The
Palestine Post 1s published, for
! the third tlme in as many weels,
in two pages,

further detalls.

of the Arab Legion had
left Palestine for Trans-
JTordan prior to the end of

PRICE:

U.S. RECOGNIZES
JEWISH STATE

WASHINGTON, Saturday.
—Ten minutes after the termi-
nation of the British Mandate on
Friday, the White House releas-
ed a formal statement by Presi-
dent Truman that the U.S. Gov-
ernment intended to  recognize
the Provisional Jewish Govern-
ment as the de facto authority re-
presenting the Jewish State.

The U.S. is also considering
lifting the arms embargo but it
is not known whether to Palestine
only or the entire Middle East,
and the establishment of diplom-
atic relations with the Jewish Pro-
visional Government.

The White House press secret-
ary, Mr. Charles Ross, told cor-
respondents today that reaction
so far to the recognition had been
overwhelmingly favourable. He
said this step had been discussed
with Mr, Marshall and Mr. Lo-
vert before action was taken, and
it had their complete support.

Mr. Ross said that the Presi-
dent had decided several days
ago to grant American recogni-
tion to the new Jewish State, but
due 16 protucel  regulations lie]
could not announce his policy
until a formal letter arrived. “We
were able to move very quickly
when the messenger brought the
letter,” he said, “because the Pre-
sident had already  determined
the course of action to be taken.”

Provisional Government

A few minutes before five (mid-
night Palestine time), Mr. Eliya-
hu Epstein, of the Jewish Agen-
cy’s Washington Office, handed a
letter to the White House,
questing the U5, to recognize
the new Jewish State. “With the
full knowledge of the deep bond
of sympathy which existed and
has been strengthened over the
past 30 years between the U.S.
Government and the Jewish peo-
ple of Palestine,” the letter said,
“I have been authorized by the
Provisional Government of the
new State to tender this message
and express the hope that your
Government will recognize and
welcome Israel into the commu
nity of nations.”

W

In Frankfurt, General Lucius
D. Clay, the U.S. Military Com-
mander of Germany, said today
that Jews in Germany and Aus-
tria would be assisted to leave for
the State of Israel as soon as of-

the Mandat

In Cafro, at midnight, 2,000
tian Pollce, ded
by 370 Officers, started a

round-up of suspected Zionist
sympathizers and arrested
800 persons within six hours.

According to Haganah
sources, Jewish soldiers beat
off an Egyptian “amphibious
operation,” an attempt to
land troops near Ashdod, 20
miles north of Gaza. The ship
which attempted to make the
landing was forced to turn
back, these sources said.

Arab Legion Cross Border

Tt was reported In Jerusa-
lem last night that troops of
the Arab Legion had crossed
the border into Palestine in
two places, over Allenby
Bridge and near the Palestine
Tlectric power statlon at
Naharaim,

According o Reuters, the
long convoy of the first route
of lorry-borne troops, artil-
lery and armoured cars, was
headed by King Abdullah, who
fired a symbolic pistol shot
towards Palestine and wished
his troops success in  their
campaign.

In Cairo, a group of journal-
ists have asked the Egyptian
Premler, Nokrashi Pasha, for
an interview to discuss the pro-
posed blackout of news, the
Cairo Radio has reported.

ficial word of America's recogni-
tion was to hand.

"EGYPTIAN INVASION BEFORE
UN. SECURITY COUNCIL

LAKE SUCCESS, Saturday. —
Israel today appealed to an
emergency meeting of the Se-
curity Council to order a halt
to Arab invasions into Palestine
and, if necessary, to impose eco-
nomic and military sanctions,
Dr.  Mordechai Eliash, re-
presenting the day-old Jewish
State, appealed to the Council
to act fast against the invad-
ing Arab States, because “every
hour  counts.” He stated ithat
King Abdullah of Trans-Jordan,
through the instrument of the
‘Arab Leglon, was clearly com-
mitting an act of aggression.
JAt the beginning of the ses-
sion, Dr. Tssa Nakhleh, of the
Arab Higher Committee, de-
clared that Egyptian forces had
been invited by the AHC. to
assist in the establishment of
law and order. He asked:
"What nvight has the Jewish
Agency, which represents world
Jewry, to complain against this
action before the Security
Couneil 2" s
Mahmoud = Bey Fawzi, of
Bgypt, declared in explapation

of a cable which he had earlier

read to the Council that Egyp-
tian troops had entered Pal-
estine by linvitation and with
the unequivocal consent of
the Palestine people, Egyptian
forces were not going o Pal-
estine to conquer anybody, but
just to restore peace.

The invasion was “not dir-
ected against the Palestine

{Continued on Fage 2, Co. 7)
GROMYKO TO BE
REPLACED
LAKE SUCCESS, Saturday.
(UP). — M. Andrei Gromyko,
the Soviet Deputy Foreign
Minister and his country’s
representative at the TN,
will soon be replaced — pro-

bably permanently.

The 38-year-old Soviet dip-
lomat will be replaced by M.
Jacob A. Malik- Deputy Fo-
reign Minister and a major
figure in the conduct of Rus-
sian Foreign policy in the Far
Wast, M. Malik, is already en

route here by plane from
Berlin,
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was proclaimed at midnight
Gurion, until then Chairman
ive and now
Government.

David Ben Gurion, Primg Minister

Special Assembly
Adjourns

FLUSHING MEADOWS, Sa-
turday, — The Special TN,
Assembly, called four weeks

ago to discuss the 118, propos-
al for a temporary Trustee-
ship for Pulestined addueiaied
yesterday unfil its next regu-
lar meeting in Seplember with-
ont taking any decigion to al-
ter the resolution of Novem-
ber 28, which called for the
setting up of two states in Pal-
estine. The Assembly adopted
ouly one motion — to appoint

a special mediator (o go 10
Palestine and cooperate  with
Truce Commission.

President Truman's, an-

nouncement that the U.S. was

proposing Lo recognize the
wew Jewish State reached
newsmen during the =essiom

hefore the American delega-
tion itself knew about it

All the afternoon, the As-
sembly had been tied up in
knots. After much fillbustering
it rejected the Franco-U.3

proposal for a special admi-
nistration for Jerusalem. As
the debate dragged on, eor-
respondents  sat  with  stop-

watches to see whether o de
vision would be taken before
the six o'vlock deadline (N.Y.
Summer Time) when the Man-
date terminated. As zero hour
was reached without a vote,
they rushed to the booths, and

about ten minutes later, the
tickers in the loeal news agen-
cy offices flashed [Dresident
Truman's  recognition.
Gromylko and Jessup
The Assembly floor was
half deserted and the Amer-

ican delegation had not been
officially informed, The first
to mention the Jewish State
from the restrum was M. Gro-
wyko, who said he saw no
need for further action on the
American mediator proposal,
since the Jewish State bad
been recognized ws a reality
by the U.S, He asked what
was being proposed for the
Arab area of Palestine which

was still without & govern-
ment.
Shortly afterwards, Mr.

Philip Jessup, the anti-Parti-
tion fighter, mounted the rost-
rum and officlally announced
U.5. recognition of the Jewish
State, ipsisting, however, that
the passage of the American
mediator proposal was more
necessary now than ever,

The Assembly passed it

Between the flash from the
White House and the final
vote there was an eerie atmos-
phere jn  Flushing Meadows.
The lights of the television
cameras played on fhe rost-
rum, lighting up one  Arab
speaker after another who
mounted the steps and ex-
pressed in a low voice frustra-
tion and anger,

To the last minute, officials
of the State Department  had
been lobbying vight on  the
tloor againsg the Jewish State,
even while the Tresident's
statement was already on the
wires.

The Assembly did not ad-
opt any resolution at all
which altered the U.N. deci-

sion of November 28, 1947,

THE PALESTINE

POST

THE SUBSCRIPTION DEPARTMENT
has returned toThe Palestine Post
offices,
Jerusalem, Tel. 4233,
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iator but without taking any action on the Partition
Resolution of November 29.
Yesterday the batile for the Jerusalem-Tel Aviv road
was still under wiay, and two Arab villages were faken. In
the north, Acre town was captured, and the Jewish Army
consolidated its positions in Western Galilee.

Hassolel Street,

Proclamation by Head
Of Government

The creation of “Medinat Yismael”, the State 'of Israel,

on Friday by Mr. David Ben
of the Jewish Agency Execut-

head of the State’s Provisional Couneil of

The first act of the Council
of Government, as announced
by its head, was to abolish
all legislation of <the 1039
White Paper of the late Man-
datory Power, particularly the
Ordinances and Orders relating
o immigration and land trans-
fer.

In the declaration of Inde-
pendence, Mr. Ben Gurion cal-
led on the Arabs of Palestine
to restore peace, assuring
them full civie rights and full
representation in all govern-
mental organs of the State.

Mr. Ben Gurion prefaced
the declaration with a review
of the historic connection of
the Jewish people with the
Land of Tsrael and of their
efforts to returm, which never
-ceased throughout the gener-
atlons of their dispersal, until
the MNazi holocaust . proved
anew the urgency of the need
for a Jewish State.

The Balfour Declaration of
1917, confirmed by the League
of Nations, had given explcit
international. recognition to
the right of the Jewish
people to reconstitute jts Na-
fional Home In Palesting, he
said.

“On November 28, 147"
continued the declaration,
“the United Nations decidéd
on the establishment of a
Jewish State and an Arab
State in Palestine and called

upon the inhabitants of the
country to take all steps
necessary for the establish-
ment of the two States,
Historic Rights
“This decision cannot now
be changed. Accordingly, we,
the members of the Provislo-
{(Continued 2, Col, #)
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2 Villages Taken
In Road Battle

In the battle for the Tel
Aviv-Jerusalem road, the Ha-
ganah on Friday night took
Kubeib and Abu Shusha vil-
lages between Latrun and
Ramle., In engagements else-
where along the route posi-
tions near Latrun and Bab el
Wad changed hands,

Jewish casualties in  this
area in the last two days are
about 40 killed. ‘The Iragls
suffered greater losses, but
thgir exact number is un-
known.

It was reported that Traql
troops had entered the Trap-
pist Monastery at Latrun, and
had set up strongpointa on the
grounds and the building It-
self,

Sir Alan Sails
From Palesfine

The High Commissionet's ‘de-
parture from Palestine on Friday
rent according ta plan — he ap-
eared on the steps of Govern-
aent House at 8 o'clock in the
morning, wearing a full General's
niform. There he reviewed
mard of honour, consisting of 50
nen of the Highland Light Infan-
try, the last British  troops to
leave Jerusalem.

Sir Alan Cunningham then
drove to Kalandia airfield and
boarded a plane for Haifa. Spit-
fires and Lancasters covered his
short car journey.

The last British civil “servants
left Jerusalem together with Sir
Alan: including Sir William
Fitz-Gerald, the Chief Justice;and
Sir Henry Gueney, the Chief
Secretary.

Sir Alan’s plane was piloted to
Haifa by the Air Officer Com-
manding in Palestine, Air Com-
modore Dawson.




