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3 £ 4 "_wy 5 per cent of Palestine were the Jews free to huy

The fact that this statement is selected in the Supplementary Memo-
randum (para. 1 *) as a subject for comment, and the whole trend of
‘the comment, connote an attempt to disprove it or at least to tone
down its implications. Yet the comment contains nothing contra-
dictory to the statement. The figures given for the respective areas
of the Prohibited, Regulated and Free Zones show precisely that
under the present Regulations the Jews are free to buy land only
in 49% of Palestine, Actually Mr. Shertok's figure of 5% is a
marked under-statement: since nearly half of the Free Zone was
already in Jewish ownership when the Regulations wers promulgated,
‘the Jews were in fact left free to buy land only in 2.6% of the coun-
try's area.

The comment in the Supplementary Memornndum beging by point-
ing out that “the Beersheba sub-dlstrict, contailning what is com-
monly known as the Negeb, is approximately 48 per cent of Pales-
tine", and that “of Its area of 12,576 sq. kms. only some 1,640 sq. kms,
are regarded as cultivable.” This explanation is probably offered by
way of showing that the loss of settlement apportunities inficted on
the Jews isx not so grave as the latter claim. Actually, In-
stead of serving as a justification or ext tion of the prohibition,
the statement s its most formidable indictment, for why should the
Jewn be denied a chanee of trying to put to some useful purpose land
given up 'b}' others as wtnll} useless ?

The stat t in the 8 tary Memorandum that “the areas
owned by Jews in the three zones are approximately equal” is in-
‘accurate and frrelevant: inaccurate beeause the actual areas owned
by Jews (30/6/47) are 427,000 dunams in Zone A, 572,000 dunsms
in Zone B and 623,000 dunama In the Free Zone; irrelevant hecause
the fact that by 1939 the Jews had acquired 6% of the land of Pales-
tine is mo justification whatever for subjecting them from that
_¥year on, in violation of the Mandate, to racial discrimination regard-
ing land acquisition.

y ‘Mm throughout are to paragraphs In Chapter II of the Sup-
w ﬂu‘mwudm containing “Notes on Stataments by Jewish
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2. " Arab tenants, when they had to be removed, were in every case

. ¢ re-settled elsewhere."

On this the comment of the Supplementary Memorandum (para, 2)

is that "re-settl of disp d Arabs has been carried out by "
the Government and in some vases by the Palestine Jewish Colonisa-

tion Association.” Implied in the comment is a refutation of the claim

that it was the Jewish Agency which had re-settled the displaced

Arabs, But the Jewish Agency has never claimed anything of the

sort, What it did claim, and still does, is that the tenants who had

s !

the uncultivah ..mmum Jewish lands

K m Nk mm ?::i:?;]:s L to be removed from land acquired by the Jewish National Fund

y = 1 were re-seftlod, and that the JN.F, saw to it that they should be re-
e by :emi-:l.l Th[:i cliim wans vindicated by thf rﬂiults ;l‘ the Dlllli.llnu?

w ‘eoncl - rabs Inquiry carried out In 1932, by which time the acquisition o
t "hrmﬂ to statements that no State Domain land (s “  land from the big nbsentee lundlords in the Emek had been largely
ews, it should be mentioned that 190 square kilometres completed. No serious problem of displacement has since been created
llmhm leased to Jews,” The statement attributed by any further land purchase. The Government's statement that “in
representative is inaccurately quoted, areas where there has heen large Jewish buying, such as in the Haifa

M W'hll. Mr. _ahu‘toku.id in his state- District, Eastern Galilee and Beisan, there ure numbers of landlesa
Arabs for whom the Government |s still endeavouring to find land for
cultivation' is entirely unsubstantiated. Who are these Arahis? How
many are they? Has it been proved that their landl wis
by Jewish land purchase ? Above all, why does the Government have
to look for land 4t a time when it has unoccupied agricultural land
in its posseasion? In {ts Memorandum No. 11, page 37, to the Pales-
tine Royal Commission it stated that it had acquired 17,864 dunams
Al Y in the sub-districts of Jenin and Beisan for the re-settlement of land-

IlOtl.II‘ i less Arabs. It has so far allocated, according to its own reports, 1,515
Wﬂﬂﬁw ﬁﬂtll'm it ﬂwn!mn be pointed out once 1 dunams to 40 families in Belsan and 4,000 dunams to Ia'norher 40

total of 181 (not 190) mm B85 8q. kms, families in Jenin, Many of these families are known to have "desert-
saline land leased to the Palestine Potash Corporation ed." Anyhow, 12,358 dunwms remained unallocated, Of these, 2,762
ly, i8 by no means purely Jewish enterprlu by | dunams were exchanged against Jewish land elsewhere (at Ma'lul)
10 its shareholders or l_a.hnefm BT 8q. lrms which was required for local Arab needs, The Government iy still

left with a balance of nearly 10,000 dunams of cultivable lund which
Includes the well-known Ashrafiva area in Beisan—5,000 dunams of
excellent soll, all irrigable. With land eapable of accommodating
hundreds of agricultural families available, why the quest for more?
The concluding sentence of the Government’s comment—"it is a fact
that in some distriéts further Jewish settlement will cause landless
‘Arabs"—is a mere unsubstantiated assertion. A conjecture as to what
inlikely to happen in the future cannot be represented as a “fact.”

e f L] [?]




eedure which was tantamount to an admission by the Mandatory
Government that the Regulations were, in fact, repugnant to the
m;mmmwahmaﬂmmjmmu
the departure from the Mandate, viz. that if the White Paper policy
were contrary to the datory obligations imposed by the Principal
Allied Powers, “diplomatic raprmtl.tioua would no doubt have been
made by the Powers concerned,” while “in fact, no such representa-
tions have ever been’ received.” An illegal act does not become legal
merely because its legality has not been challenged. In fuct, the illegal-
ity of the act was established by the Permanent Mandates Commiss-
fon, as will be shown below,

4, “Great Britain is here as a mandatory to give effect to the inter-

nationally guaranteed pledges given to the Jewish people in the
Balfour Declaration."

The Suppl tary Memq i (pura. 5) takes exception to this
statement of Mr. Ben Gurion's by reference to the faet "that the Man.
date also imposed specific obligations towards the Arabs, and with re-
gard to the Holy Places” as well as to “the general obligations to give
effect to Article 22 of the Covenant of the League of Nations,” But
if texta matter, then it must be pointed out that the Mandate imposed
no “specific obligations” whatsoever “towards the Arabs,” with the
exception of the obligation to recogiise Arabic as an official langunge.
The reference to the Holy Places in this context is either meaning-
less or sinister, for in what way can the development of the Jewish
National Home conflict with the inviolability of the Holy Places, un-
less such a conflict is to be deliberately conjured up? As to the theary
that, apart from the provisions of the Mandate, the Mandatory is, in
regard to Palestine, under & general obligation to give effect to Art.
22 of the Covenant, it Is utterly novel, historically an afterthought,
and legally devoid of any foundation. The Royal Commission is here
Anvoked as having expressed the view that “the forcible conversion
of Palestine into a J] wish State ngainst the will of the Arabs would
clearly have violated the spirit and intention of the Mandate system,”

But it was the Royal Commission which stated that the establishment
of the Jewish National Home was "the primary purpose of the Man-

- date.”

5. The Supplementary Memorandum (para. 6) admits as true Mr.
Ben Gurion's statement regarding the unanimous conclusion of the
Permanent Mandates Commission that "the policy set out in the White
Paper was not in sccordance with the interpretation which, in agree-
‘ment with the Mandatory Power and the Council,® the Commission
had alwaya placed upon the Palestine Mandate.” It goes on to point *

% The words In italies are omitted from the quotation in the Suppl
‘mentary Memorandum-
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id not oppose it.” The last proviso was never put to the
+ was no meeting of the Couneil at which the report of
#nt Mandates Commission could be considered.

-
' the only place in the civillsed world where
mination still exists in law."
statement is taken on the ground that “in the Brit-
there are many countries where, in the intercsts
te esent owners of the land, the sale of
luding the British people themselves, is

v8 that freedom in the entire territory.

present jmmigration policy and the defence
immigration are countered by two argu-

-* try: that is, if there had been no such phenomenon in

contemporary
history as the Jewish Return: if that phenomenon had not recelved
international recogoition in the preamble to the Mandate and its
articles: if the Mandatory had not been echarged with the duty of
facilitating Jewish immigration; if the presence of Jews in Palestine
had not been recognised af being “as of right." Against the back-
ground of all these physical and political facts, the argument Is dis-
ingenuous and irrelevant. The second argument, far from settling the
question, only raises it afresh. It is true that Jewish entry has evoked
Arab protests—not fnly since 1935, Arab protests, often backed by
violenee, were voiced in 1920, 1921, 1922, 1929, 1933, 1935, 1036, 1937,
1038, They were resisted through all these years until the eapitula-
tion of 1938, That capitulation and the drastic curtailment of Jewish
immigration ta which it hus led have “evoked the most bitter protests”
from the Jews, If the British Government, for reasons best known to
itself, has chosen to yield to Arab protests and violence in defiance
of it Mandatory obligntions, rather than heed the Jewish protests
and opposition and revert to the fulfilment of its obligations, it is
fdle for It to seek justification for this course of expediency in the
lnws which are of its own making.

B. “'The Administration has openly confessed ita hostility to the
Mandate."

The Suppl lary M d (para, 10) asserts that “no such
implication can be read into the Administration's dum.”
Whether a certain implication can or cannot be read into a text is
# matter of opinion, To the Jewish Agency, antagonism to the basic
conception of the Palestine Mandate pervades the whole tenor and
trend of the M | on the Administration of Palestine under
the Mandate. There s no lack in that d t of expressi opens
ly connoting disapproval of Mandatory provisions, Such are the state-
ment on p. 4 that the fact that the expectation of the two peoples
cooperating has not been realised “ls attributable to a complex of
factors.,. some deriving from the Mandate itself” ; the state-
ments on p. 5 that “the Mandate did not apply itself to the principles
of bridge-building” between Jews and Arabs, that “it did not make
specific provision for covering the gap" and thal “instead, it establish-
ed and, indeed, tended to accentuate a measure of differentintion be-
tween the Jewish community and the rest of the population of Pales-
tine"; the statements on p. 6 that the recognition of the Jewish Agen-
ey “served further to harden Arab opposition to Zionist enterprise
in Palestine” and that “the specific mention of the Jewish Agency in
relation to settlement on the land... made the Arabs highly suspleious
of Jewish rural development” and “retarded the Government's land
policy”; the statement on p. 7 that “disparity as between Jews and

Arabs has also been produced” by the recognition in Art. 15 of Ythe
right of each community to maintain its own schools... in its own

[ 11]
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Ww Memorandum (para. 12) commenting on this
alleges that :

# general analysis of the public expenditure as provided for in
the 1047 /48 Elstimates shows that the Jewish community benefits
from approximpately LF. 750,000 less than the Arabs out of a
total expenditure of LP. 243 million."

In connection with this allegation two facts should be noted:

(8) Jewish complaints about Jewish tax money being used largely

for Arab purposes have been made frequently and have al-

A ways been rejected by the Government on the ground that
this is exactly as it should be. The fact was acknowledged,
but was justificd on the principle that the financially strong
had to pay for the financially weak, Now the fact itself is
denied,

(b) In its “Survey of Palestine” the Government stressed the diffi-
culties of compiling estimates of benefita from publle expendi-
ture accrulng to the various communities. The “Survey" con-
sequently refrained from giving estimates of the Jewish and
Arab shares in the total budget. Now, suddenly, estimates for
such henefits from public expenditure are produced. The re-
sults show that the figures have heen produced in a hurry for
political purposes.

The “Survey of Palestine” states on pp. 579-80:

“ Expenditure on security and general administration is In-
curred for the general welfare of the country and cannot be
considered to benefit one section of the population more than

another..,
" War services expenditure covers all those items such as sub-
idization, ec ic control res, P tion for high

cost of living ete, which were necessarily incurred by Gov-
ernment in its administration of the country in the circum-
stances of war, The benefits of this expenditure consisted
mainly in the avoldance of social injustice and of inequities
resulting from shortage of supply and high prices. Such benefits
cannot be apportioned on a hasis of race or religion...

« " The expenditure on develop t services (viz: the agricultural,
land, co-operative societies and labour departments), on public
works, and on the remaining items of general gervices is design-
ed to meet needs that are common to large aggregutes of the
population. In few cases are the finul henefits of this expendi-
ture r“ Ofbl!lﬂg"‘J“' ‘mlillj 1 in-

[131]
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ment, in contradicting its previous declarations on the subject, now
tries to prove,

11, ‘The Supplementary Memorandum (para. 13) states:
“fPhe history of steps taken to asslst Industrial development
through the médium of the Customs Tariff is summarised in...
Vol. I of the Survey of Palestine.”
My, Bernstein pointed out that the present customs policy did not
provide any protection to local industries by means of protective
tariffs. It is & fact that, in spite of repeated and detailed applications,
hardly any increase of customs duties has heen granted since 1939 for
this purpose. All increases in customs duties were solely of a fiscal
character (in 1940, ad valorem duties were raised from 12% to 15%;
in 1944, additional duties were Introduced, which sre now—eertain
foodstuffs excepted—16% nd valorem for specific duties and 8% ad
valorem for ad valorem duties). These additional dutles were also
introduced for raw materidls which were already dutiable, and for

‘Jewlah terrorism is at t responsible gemi-manufuctured goods not available locally,

M e Eailoesnd Prisona) As regards exemption from customs duties for raw materlals, a
‘nnm(lll;" Whatever may be I&e nmou:: number of applications have been granted (4s was stated in Mr. Bern-

tbq-. is no doubt tha Qera stein's evidence), There Is, however, a large her of such 1] pli
million given as u benefit :e:r:;;g :::]im J.:::: tions which were submitted to Government # long time ago, but which
ture on police and prisons. This expenditure have not yet heen granted:

to enforce a policy which violates the terms

RAW MATERIALS AND SEMI-MANUFACTURED GOODS, NOT EX-
eonsidered as a benefit aceruing to the !

EMPTED FROM CUSTOMS DUTIES DESPITE REPRESENTATIONS

Ber.  Articles Rate of dutics at prosent
No.
m Aelegraph and w’Fhm‘E 224  Wood and timber, trunka
and brnmihts 0.30 mils per kg + 109 nd valorem
nt 1. n Imdnm daplﬂmm' and 225 | Wood and timbar, boards or | 600 mils per chm, + 155 ad valorem
c in rendered aginat payment, with 7 Cotton waste by i, b 4
¥ .m Government is not benefiting the Jews 263 Fur akins, ggw 23% nd valorem
Jews, se this is a normal business transac- 209  White ﬂnmn 0.85 mils per kg, + :w ad valorem
ofit from 334 Iron bars, rods and angles 080 mils per kg + 15% ad valorem
A0 Girders 050 mils per k. + 1% ad valorem
49  Wire rope and cables 235% ad yalorem
360 Stecl strips for razor blndes
and padlocks 23% ad valorem
..... 268  Bross and copper sheets 10 mils per kg
260  Brass and copper stripa 23% ad valorem
A Animal, mineral and vege
table bincks 256 nd valorem .
Msﬂu‘ -broadeasts 635 C!num ette paper In :ul:- 20) mils per kyg. -+ 150 ad valorem
and 24 hours 1044 ter paper and blotting
vﬁwu;::mmhm o) B
T0B A Cumein n.es, 5 mils por kg. -+ 159, ad valorem

[ 15 ]
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- 's import policy shows the way in which the
.m&mmmmmuwatmmmuu
] 946 toilet preparations (including
_Mmuunfwmmthmwmm toys for
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psru.lﬁmdlﬂ) lthmhwhnemmr-
in Palestine,

Average clf, prices in the UK. and iu Palestine during 1946 for
goods which are on the Short List, and allocations of which are
therefore made, for the UK. ns well ns for Paleatine, by the Inter-
national Emergency Food Councll, were per ton:

fLPI1=£L1)
Wheat hard
P.Il!ltine Py < A LP. 265
e | i 183
W&m! ,l‘lbur -Ft,uuﬂdm
Palestine e e KR 3R
UK £ 14
Buarley
Palestime .. .. Le 27-
UK. £ 157
Buger
Palestina O S s LP. 205
LK. o e Eony
GFroundnuts
Palestine L e LP. a2
UK - ol k. £ s
Cocaon boans
Palestine® ... ... .. .. LP. 1174
UK lii ik ab £ 451

These foew examples prove that the statement of the Memorandum
that “Palestine is not treated unfairly... In the matter of allocation
of loading areas” is not correct,

In addition, exception must he taken to the reiterated statement
of the Government that “these allocations are madeé by the Inter-
national Emergency Food Counell and not by the United Eingdom.™
This statement, in itself of course correet, is apt to give the
impression that the British Government has no say at all in the
alloeation of food supplies and loading areas, This would not be
80 even |f the International Emergency Food Councll laid down all
particulars with regard to the internal distribution of allocations
within the British Empire. The Jewish Agency is not officially in-
formed about the procedure adopted by the International Emergency
Food Council, but inquiries made at Government offices in Jerusalem
have yielded information to the effect that the Council makes alloca-
tions to the British Empire; while the British Government decidea on
the internal distribution to the UK. and to other parts of the British
Empire, including mandated territories.

14. The arrangement with the Jewlsh Agency with regard to gift
‘dollars cannot “be regarded as a considerable concession” (para, 17).

[17]
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through the Government. This is not the case with regard to gift
dollars; as they are raised by Jewish contributors in America, and
I ty does not represent any concession in comparison
_other countries of the sterling bloc.
| after the agreement, the bulk of the funds are
h London, and the benefit of foreign currency
sterling bloe as & whole, Only sueh amounts are left
by the United Palestine Appeal as are necessary for the
trading account which Is used,to make payments to
nhmmmum:eﬂmfh&ﬂﬁdﬁhrwmt.
muummmfmmmxmmﬂumsm
pe, or for the maintenance of Palestine Offices in Europe in
with the work in this country. 1

Supplementary Memornndum (para. 18) states in connection
fmlyrlm that

: prices quoted (by Mr. Bernstein) in respect of benzine
little relation to the facta.

quoted in respect of benzine by Mr, Bernstein referred
pﬂmwdwmumwwu&qm when
given. The Government has falled to show that the

It-lhould;(in ‘addition, be stressed that Mr. Bernstein spoke of oil
prices chiefly in connection with the cost of industrial . In
this réspect not benzine, but fuel oil and other oil produc easen-
tial. The Government has made no attempt to refute what was stated
by Mr, Bernstein regarding the prices of thoss oils,

The statement having been submitted in writing, it is hard to
understand the following sentonce:

"1t is relevant to recall, however, that, had it not been for the
oll concessions; to which objection is taken by Mr. Bernstein,
Palestine's economic position would have been disastrous during
the war,"

No objection was taken to the fact of oil concessions having heen
g 1, but the ly favourable conditions of these concessions,
which were even criticlsed by the Mandates Commission, were con-
trasted with the enormously high prices of oll charged by the con-
cessionaries to Palestine.

18. The remarks of the Memorandum (para. 18) on the eriticism
of the Jewish Ageney regarding the Government attitude towards
the Arab boycott i, in effect; an admission of the justification of
the Agency's criticism. But there is one sentence which calls for
comment, namely:

*The increase in imports is due mainly to the fact that Palestine
is far from self-sufficient in foodstuffs and pther essential com-
modities; and in a world of shortages, Palestine has no alter-
native but to import essential supplies from wherever possible.”

Here are a few examples of unessontinl imports from boycotting
countries during 1846; import of apples from Syria and the Lebanon,
value LP, 99,089; banana imports from Syria and the Lebanon, value
LP. 71,543, and from Trans-Jordan, value LP.130344¢ potato im-
ports from Syria and the Lebanon, LP.65,661, and from Egypt,
LP. 25,502, date imports from Irag, LP.157856; cigarette imports
from Egypt, LP.19,710, Other unessential commodities for Pales-

‘tine imported: from boycotting Arab countries inelude earthenware,

artificial silk tissues, textiles, tanned hides and sole leather,

A considerable part of the imports into Palestine from the Arab
boyeotting countries were not essentinl for Palestine. Had any re-

talintory measures been adopted by the Government of Palestine,

the Arab countries might have stopped their boycott,
[ 19 ]



. -numuue mmmmu
‘=6£thmmuimtlmmdwlhlpm=f

tmumm is worried about the high eost of our investment
Negev, the high price of water, the uneconomic
“and “the question of the rights of the Inhabitants
which it (the water) is nbstracted. This question,
has to be duly considered” (para. 23). We have explained
1 that thlwlum of financial lnmtmntmd the price

intended for a desert and
necessarily follow a gradual devulupment. The Nir-

- whhhmuuthamarumolthepmject

h‘gm best of our knowledge, based on geological research

s of water over and above the quantities needed for the h'riym-

,‘mg,mlﬂdtlnno‘tm;k-m pipes was due to chance, and
was made mainly from surplus war materials in England,
they were used for fire extinguishing. Large quantities
slx-lm'.h pinu ‘have in this way accumulated in Palestine,
; e there was and still is a shortage of pipes with a larger
diameter. It wis, therefore, impossible to develop irrigation
plans for the north, as these would require wider pipes,

(b) The use of these pipes in other parts of the country would
‘entall numerous additional borings for which suitable ma-
chinery was lacking and still is insufficient.

(¢) Considerable stores of siz-inch pipes lie idle to this day in
Palestine, as no use could be made of them in other parts of
the country.

(d}) The Jewish Agency has only recently obtained a licence for
the import of 21,000 tons of pipes of various sizes, which are
intended for development works in other districts.

The pipes would have been unused had we not appropriated them for
the Negev: and the allegation that the Negev scheme i carried out
at the expense of other districts is therefore unfounded,

18, The Supplementary M dum (para. 24) states:

" Of the total aren irrigated in Palestine, which is about 500 sq.
kma,, 230 are estimated to be Jewish and 270 Arab... As an
economiec proposition it is not possible in the Government's view
to do much more than double the existing area.'”

We explained our data at length and we rely on our figures, We would
quote another statement of the Government made in its “Survey"
(Valume III, Section 9, Note (a), para. 9): “Mr. Savage's Report
envisages the irrigation of a total area of 2,600,000 dunums, About
14 milllon dunums could, In the apinion of the Palestine Government
authority, be irrigated by simpler schemes at a less expensive cost,
About 450,000 dunums are already irrigdted. Of the balance of 500,000,
half to three-quarters of a million could be irrigated if expenses and
economic inhibitions were of no concern. For the remaining 150,000
to 400,000 dunums, it cannot be agreed that the water is or could be
made available,” Therefore, in accordance with its own submission
1o the Anglo-American Committee of Inquiry, the Government con-
‘aidered about a year ago that at least 2,200,000 dunams of land could
_be irrigated in Palestine. Why the Government is now trying, in the

‘Supplementary Memorandum, to belittle this is incomprehensible to us.
In any case it is difficult to explain the contradiction between the Gov-
‘ernment’s figures in the different memoranda which it has submitted.

[21]




: ¢ Memorandum (para. 26) challenges “the limited scheme”
! tldud by Mr. Kaplan, We should like first of all to clear up one
*‘%uaehmeurﬁmlllimmmﬂmﬂbyur
includes the the 450,000 dunams already irrigated, In this scheme
mtmmdetnnrﬂwatirrlpumpmibwusmﬂumh
«hwmm by the Government to the Anglo-American Com-
of Inquiry, without going into the question of the correctness
medmaumpﬂummmwmmmis
-m&.mmmcmmﬂm contrary to Government assertion.

Fﬂumlmuummu th&ﬁﬁwmntwumon
Wmiuotmmmtmm_mmammm
) pﬂuw&aagﬂeﬂlmm

: ‘hﬂanted

iE
3

bmmmmemwauw.mmmdwmrm

dmmpumm certain types of cultivation, was fixed for each

locality. Soil conditions as well as the unnual precipitation and the
elmﬁun of each such district were taken into ideration, Any
ﬂq;g: for water duty for the whole of Palestine |s most
unuu'h.in. Himitad scheme deals with full irrigation and not with
partial irrigation ns is erroneously assumed by the Government.

The total area irrigable under the limited scheme is 2,530,000
dl.mam' including the 450,000 dunams already irrigated. It is there-
fore considered that sufficient water s available even on the strength
of the Government’s own figures for new irrigation of over two mil-
lion additional dunams of land,

It is once more suggested that irrigation experts of international
standing should he appolnted to meet with Government officers and
with the experts of the Jewish Agency in order to clear up these
differences of opinion,

22, Regarding “the future level of cost of Inrge-scale development
in Palestine’ (para. 27), it is diffioult and almost impossible to fore-
tell the price level in Paleatine during the next ten years. But it is
certain that there will be, as in the past, an adjustment of the price
level in Palestine to the international price level in the world,

E. DR. A. KATZNELSON'S EVIDENCE *

23, The Supplementary Memorandum (para, 28) states:

“Phis evidence gives an unbalanced picture of the health con-
ditions in Palestine and the progress that has been made. It
attributes almost all the advancement in the control of diseass
gither to the direct medical work of the Jewish organisations
or indirectly to the higher standards of living among the Arabs
reau]ting from Jewish enterprise.”

The V Leumi did not consider it their duty to report to the
Committee on Government’s health activities in general, or among
the Arabs of Palestine—this was done by Government itself at

‘great length in the “Survey of Palestine,” submitted to the Committes

(Vaol. T1, pp. 608-635). The Vaad Leumi made no attempt to ignors
the activities of the Government Depanment of Health and stressed
in their Memorandum and evidence that “the maintenance by the
Jowish authorities of a comprehensive health service enabled the
Government Department of Health to devote the bulk of the funds

* For ﬁln sike of completeness, we are incorporating the observations

g Dr. A Kntenelson's evidence, which have already been submitted
upnnnty by the Vaad Leuml

[ 23]




ve been the work of the Administration” (para, 28).

results which have been obtained among the Arab
~are almost entirely due to the efforts of this de-
_mSﬁ)

tlﬂadvnumm

M quotation from Government’s own -&m in-
3 %Mmﬂomd "smm-“ does, as a matter of fu_r_t,

-..:t‘.l!q ‘such development has taken place in neighbouring
‘Arab countries. In Egypt... infant mortality did not show
mlmmmtymuwyummmtuwud-a
decline” (p. 710},

:ThdlmpmwudtothelettubytheVudlmuoﬂy
confirm this evidence of

{ hﬁ. Gmmmunt makes no comment on the fact that trentment
* work in the Yishuv is'done in 00-85% of cases in Jewish hospitals
and clinics, and merely states that:

“The Jewish community prefers its own purely Jewish hospitals
and does not always care to make adequate use of the facilities
provided by the Department of Health” (para, 29).

This fact is even more significant if we take into account the
acute shortage of beds in Jewish hospitals, However, Government
tails to disclose the renson for the reluctance of the Jews to make
. use of Government hospitals. The renson is that Jews prefer a
highly speclalised hospital, staffed by Jewish personnel and equipped
with a Jewish kitchen, to a hospital where sueh facilities are lacking.

Government further states that almoat the whole of the Jewish
health budget “'goes to maintain hospitals and clinics und pay maint-
enance grants to the sick” and that “except for some anti-malarial
wark very little preventive medicine is done by the Jews' (para. 28).
| Government, it appears, is attempling to take credit for the
= preventive work carried out in the Jewish community, but in this field,
' as in the field of medical aid, the facts speak for themselves. Actual-

Iy, almost the entire field of preventive medical work: the school
hygiene and infant welfare service, anti-tuberculosis and anti-

. trachoma campaigns, industrial hygiene and firat-aid services, as well
as, to a large extent, rural sanitation and epidemiologieal work, ia

: eovered by the Jewish Heanlth Services. Government's contribution to
s these services, which Involve an expenditure of almost LP. 250,000,
* amounts ta LP. 7,000,

! 1 (Jewish anti-malaria work In Palesting will be dealt with later in
these Ohservations),

Moreaver, if was the Jewish institutions which were the pioneers in
preventive medicine in this country, and their services, such as, for
Instance, the infant welfare centres, served as an example for similar
activities by Government among the Arabs, Several of the Jewish in-
fant welfare centres to-day also serve the needs of the Arab popula-
tion.

' 28, Government compares the sum of LP.5 spent per capita hyJewhh
Health Services with the sum of 300 mils available for Gover
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evidence that "Government shirks its elementary duties to-
ﬂﬁr Mduiﬁemwwmﬂhuwmﬂw
nlgmunnr . community the entire burden of providing for ita
mulnm and says “This is not correct.”

"_l}lw dence of the Vaad Leumi proved that due to the absence of
insurance legislation in Palestine, and the lack of adequate

support to the Workers' Sick Fund (Kupat Holim), the
mmm«mammwmnm
the worker, the employer, and Government, is §2:16:1, and

hmbminthafurmmmltimu!hdnlsbluto
themselves... the financial resources available to the De-
o&&mmmwmqummmdwithmuec&dm
ity of Palestine that it is impossible to do more”

to the statement made in the Vaad °

Vaad Leuml f Mamﬂhonmﬁuuuplwwtfarmhm ;
hospital building programme” (para. 32).

" The actual fact is that the Vaad Leumi has never asked for such an
Alloeation, A plan for the extension of the Jewish hospitals by 500
beds, involving an expenditure of LP, 500,000, was submitted by the
Vaad Leumi In their letter of 7.11.46 to the Director of Medical Ser-
vices, and Gover t wus requested to contribute anly 25% of the
h.pI:InJ expenditure Invajwd. -

Government ndmits the urgent need for the provision of hospital
facllities for tuberculosls and mental cases, but

“the trouble has been, and still is, that sufficlent funds are not
availnble for an adequate building programme... It I8 estimated
that at the present time to build the ideal number of mental beds
required for Palestine would cost between LP. 10,000,000 and
LE. 20,000,000, The Department of Health has advised that
funds should not be dissipated at this time, but should be con-
served until building costs have reached & more normal level”
(para. 32).

“The Vand Leuml takes the liberty of queationing these astronomie

figurcs and submits that with one twentieth of the sum mentioned, it

I8 prepared to take upon itself to provide the necessary number of

Yeds or Jewish mental pationts:

Most characteristic is the following contention of Government:

“They (the Vaad Leumi) are.. prepared to sacrifice the standards
of hospital construction in order to provide the largest poasible
number of beds. This is not to say that their plans for new hos-
pitals are not admirable, but there is an unfortunate tendency
to crowd four patients into & two-bed ward™ (para. 32),

The Vaad Leumi ndmits this point, It prefers to sacrifice the huild-
ing standards and normal requirements in space per bed to sacrificing
the health and lives of the population by denying hospital treatment
to tuberculosia and mental patienis, Aecordingly, the Vasd Leumi
provides temporary arrangements for the hospitalisation of tuber-
culosis cases, even under conditions which are far from being ideal,
. and pays exorbitant fees for the nccommodation of mental cases in
private institutions, while Government is prepared to acquiesce to the
faect that infectious cases such as tuberculosis, and viclent mental
eages, should remain a d to their envir t “until buildi
‘costa have reached o more normal level™.

20. “The figures given for the percentage of Jews among the Gov-
ernment medical staff are incorrect” (pars. 33).

In the Vaad Leuml's evidence figures were given on the share of
~ Jewish doctors in the two highest categories of the Government medieal
wunnal (a) Benior Medw Officers, including the Directorate of
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 “the tables hing tHs ieStaes. moEA ol B ooeapiad
*L-f hwﬁtwuwamhmﬁm
~ misleading. . proportion “is provided by Govern-
s _:-mim'-mmﬂmdim. During Mwsmu
- jnu_gniuem there may be many empty beds" (para. 34). :

: evidence it was stated that the percentage of

t hospitals is 75%, as against 100%
WWJMhMM
‘official figures. According to the Report of the

nqﬂrtmm of Health for 1945, the pmeutaga of beds

sing
Jewish factor in fighting malaria in Palestine,

‘Moat of the rural work done has been planned and supervised
‘by the Department of Health, In addition, all the work in urban
( whlnhﬂperunta!therhhommnityzuidul
hwl;hadnplrhnmt" (PII‘I-SB!.

Mymmmmmmmmm

i in the early years of the British Occupation,
w Governmen

mmmnmmmasmmm_
oblem never existed; and even in the other urban arens,

Already
t Department of Health for the year

‘of the anti-malaria work performed by the Government
ia limited to covering cisterns serving for the collection
-and'in oiling them regularly. This routine work neither

il v mmmmdemwemuaJmmm-
tural settlement which, as admitted by Government |tself, are all situ-
‘ated in the highly infeeted parts of the country. The anti-malaria
work which has been done in these arens by the Jewish colonising
~ agencles and health services during a quarter of a century and the
gratifying results al:himd were described in the memoranda supple-
mented by maps, submitted to the Palestine Royal Commisaion (1836)

Pnd to the Anglo-American Committee of Inguiry (1946). Govern-
ment has never sought to challenge the facts given. The following
statement contained in Government's Suppl tary M andum is
the first attempt to belittle the Jewish antl-malaria work:

“Out of 74490 dunums of marshy land existing in Palestine

prior to 1920, 5(),5-10 have been reclaimed by Government, Of the

r ining 24,050 d 3,500 were reclaimed by Arabs, 6,000

are still nnt drained, and the remainder, approximately 15 500
have pr bly been drained by Jews. L

“The expenditure incurred by Government on the drainage
and reclamstion of the 50,540 dunams mentioned amounted to
LP. 158,150, ..

“In the isolated instances in which contributions have been
made towards anti-malarinl works in other than Jewish lands
these have heen entirely voluntary and with & specific object In
view, such as the safeguarding or promotion of s commercial
undertaking. ..

“Free labour to the extent of 20,000 labour days, per annum,
has also been made available by Arab villagers throughout the
country and about 3,000 labour days by Jewish local councils.

*1In conclusion, while it ia admitted that Jewish rural settle-
ment has been primarily in malarious areas of the country, it
must be emphasised that only comparatively insignificant areas
of permanent marsh land have been reclaimed by Jews..."
(paras, 36 and 37).

i ly to these statements we have to state agdin the facts given
- In reply
in our above-mentioned memorania:

" (a) (Theamount of marshy land reclaimed by Jews prior to 1936 and
detailed in the Joewish Agency's memorandum to the Royal Com-
misslon was 38,416 dunams, Since then and up to 1945, u further
5.780 dunams have been reclaimed, making a total of 44196
dunams, The area affected by this | tion work h
nearly half a million dunams,
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heen of the greatest value and its results are alrendy apparent

disappearance or great diminution of primary malaria in
- thh Jis eolonies both old and new, in Palestine, The experi-
schemes adopted in selected areas have given invaludble
luformuihm as to the best and cheapest methods of controlling
malirin under varying conditions, and the knowledge acquired
of the various Palestine anopheles, of their seasonal prevalence,
distance of flights and relative importance as carriers of malaria,
4 providing a scientific basis for anti-malaria mensures”.

And in the Report for 1980 (page 35), again:

" The Malaria R ch Unit has expended, under the control of
* the Department, some LP, 40,000, in reducing malaria conditions
in wreas undergoing Jewlgh settlement, The work has been of
great vitlue not only to the Jewish population, but to the Gov-
ernment”.

Tt Is to be regretted that these words of appreciation by the Gov-
ernment Director of Health scem to have escaped the memory of the
writers of the Supplementary Memorandum,

mﬁwmm»w&msﬁuﬁnm
no Hantomﬂmkﬁﬂhnm

financed by the Jewish sponsors of the Unit during : OBSERVATIONS ON CHAPTER V OF THE
. SUPPLEMENTARY MEMORANDUM

The Chapter contains the Palestine Government’s comments on the

tembe .'mmmtm'mmw the De- 1 “Palitical Survey 1046-1947" prescanted by the Jewish Agency to the
oty ‘of Health by the Jewish “h‘m Committee Unlled Nations SpecialCommittee,
of*m. The anti-malarial work previously earried out by It states that “the White Paper published in June (sic), 1048, show-
! : : J_led-lul Organization in the Jewish colonies has ed the complicity of the Agency in Jewish terrorism.” The Agency at
by the Unit together with the staff employed ‘the time denied the allegations contained in the White Paper, and it
The Unit consists of a. eum. am Medical ‘stands by this denial. The veracity and fairness of the statement that
“jta (Hagana's) difference from the dissident Irgun Zval Leumi and
Stern Groups was not in any prineiple, but only in regard to cholee
of strategic moments to apply force” must be left to the judgment of
anyone familiar with the actunl courae of events,

It is further stated that “the first authoritative Jewish denuncia-
tion of terrorism came from the Inner Zioniat Council on the 20th
October, 1846, and it was after this that the Agency leaders were re-
leased from detention.” This statement on p. 58 of the Supplementary
" \\%omdum is contradicted hy the entry for 22nd July; 1946, in the
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