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LONDON, May 26.—Great Brit-
ain is seeking to “co-ordinate” the
Palestine polic; of the five-nation
Western Union powers—Britain,

France, Belgium, the Netherlands

‘and Luxemburg—a Foreign Office

spokesman disclosed fodnight. At
the same time, the Foreign Office
confirmed reports that the Brit-
ish Ambassador at Paris, Sir Oli-
ver Harvey, has asked the Frenc‘h
government not to take “any ini-
tiative” on the subject of Pales-
tine for the time being.

While Britain sought support in
western Europe for its Palestine
policy, Foreign Secretary Ernest
Bevin made it clear it the House
of Commons today tle: he is not
going to take any immediate ac-
tion regarding participation of
British officers in the activities of
the Trans-Jordan Arab Legion.

The government has adopted
the line that the next move is up
to the United Nations Security

Council. This attitude seems to
have been inspired in part by hope
that the U. N. may take some ac-
tion regarding Palestine which
would give Britain the opportuni-
ty, under the U. N. Charter, to
sidestep its treaty obligations to
the Arab states.

There was no Immediate Foreign
Office reaction here to reports that
the Arab states had rejected truce
proposals, Official word of the Arab
decision was still awaited in
London.

Questioned in the House foday,
Mr. Bevin said there are at pres-
ent thirty-seven British officers
serving with the Arab Legion. He
explained that they are with the
Legion under -the terms of the
Anglo-Trans-Jordan treaty, and
then said: “This obligation would

only cease if its fullfilment became
inconsistent with our obligations
to the United Nations organiza-
tion. In this connection I am still
waiting to leanr the Arab response
to the cease-fire resolution.”

Mr. Bevin said one or two Brif-
ish officers had been involved in
the Jerusalem fighting, but have
now heen withdrawn from the area.

The temperature of the House
began to rise when a pro-Zionist,
Sidney Silverman, asked, "Is it
fitting that a force paid for with
British money, wearing uniforms
provided by us and carrying equip-
ment provided by us should be
engaged in shelling the holy places
in Jerusalem?”

Before Mr., Bevin could reply.
Richard Stokes, Laborite rose and
said in a-booming voice “Is the

Foreign Secretary aware of the
extent of the American support
given to the Jews?” (A labor
member shouted, “The more the
better!')

The Foreign Secretary got up
shrugged his shoulders and said
to the entire House, “You can take
your choice.” Then he went on:

“I am trying to pursue a policy
to end hostilities, and I do not
intend to be drawn into a contro-

versy on this matter at this stage.|

The British will do what they con-
ceive to be right, and report to
this House. At the same time I
repeat what I said yesterday in
answer to a question, that one of
the difficulties in Jerusalem was
the breaking of the truce by a sec-
tion of the Jewsih forces. I regret
that, and I thing it would have

been preferable if Jerusalem could
have been kept out of this.”
(Cheers).

When Mr. Bevin finished, seven
or eight Labor members bobbed up
to gain recognition from the
Speaker, (Communist Willie Gal-
lacher, who wanted to raise a point
of order, got the floor and said
“In view of the fact that the treaty
with Trans-Jordan lays it down
that no warlike action will be
taken without consultation, is the
Foreign Secretary not responsible
for all that is taking place at
present?” The Speaker ruled that
Mr., Gallacher has not raised a
point of order.

Then, amid cries of “Order,
order!” Mr. Gallacher stood up
again and said, “I ask'if it is per-
missible for -a minister to say to

this House that he is standing
neutral when as a matter of fact
he is fully responsible according
to the treaty.”

The Speaker said, “We must get
on with the business.”

But he permitted one more ques-
tion. Seymour Cocks, Laborite,
asked whether any British officers
were directing the artillery bom-
bardment of Jerusalem. Mr. Bevin
said, “No.”

There was, increasing criticism
here today of yesterday’s report
that President Truman was giving
favorable consideration fo an
American loan to Israel and to the
possibility of lifting the United
States embargo on arms shipments
to the Middle East.

One way to look at the report,
a Foreign Office spokesman said,

was to consider it “concretely de=
signed” to bring about Arab re=
jection of truce proposals.

U.N. Association to HearWelles

The American Association for
the United Nations, 45 East Sixty=-
fifth Street, announced yesterday
that Sumner Welles, former Under
Secretary of State, will be the
main speaker at an association
meeting at 8:30 o’clock tonight in
the Jade Room of the Hotel Wal=
dorf-Astoria. He will discuss
“Palestine and the United Na-
tions.”

Poles Reject Israel Blockade

WARSAW, May 26 (&#).— The
Polish government said today it
refuses to recognize an Egyptian
blockade of Palestine waters.




