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To Recognition

Plea by Israel

; London’s Stand Is That It

Can’t Act Until It Knows
Boundaries of New State

By Don Cook

From the Herald Tribune Bureau

Copyright, 1948, New York Herald Tribune Ing.

LONDON, May 19.—The British
Foreign Office received today from
Moshe Shertok, Israel’s Foreign
Minister, an official request for
formal governmental recognition
o’ the new state.

Beyond announcing that the
telesram had been received, the
British continued to maintain of-

ficial aloofness on this question,
as well as on the more explosive
issue of armed intervention in
Palestine by the British-officered
T-ans-Jordan Arab Legion.

Applying legalistic interpreta-
tions to both problems, the For-
eign Office has managed without
trouble to find a way to do noth-
ing in either case. As for recogni-
tion, it states you cannot recognize
a government until you know the
territory—that is to say, the boun-
daries—which it is governing.

Granted this premise, it is easy
to move a step further and say
that the Arab Legion has not been
found to have acted illegally be-
cause no borders for the State of
Israel have been fixed and no gov-
ernment recognized,

The Foreign Office leaves the
impression today that it probably
could not do anything about the
Arab Legion’s operations even if it
wanted to, although it certainly
does not seem to want to. With the
force are forty British officers—
ten recruited privately by King
Abdullah of Trans-Jordan, and
thirty assigned to the Legion by the
Brifish Army. I

The Foreign Office asserts they
are in King Abdullah’s service
under the recently concluded
Anglo-Trans-Jordan treaty, and
Britain sees no reason to go back
on its treaty obligations to give
financial aid and to supply arms.

On both questions it appears
unlikely that Britain will budge
until prodded by force of circum-
stances in Palestine or the faint

| possibility of a lead from the

United Nations, If, for example
the Jews successfully fight the
Arabs to a stalemate along some
potential boundary of the State
of Israel, then the British may
move of their own volition. But
as was shown by non-intervention
in Spain, non-intervention is far
from neutrality.

Recognized by 3 More Nations
Three more countries—Czecho-

slovakia, Yugoslavia and Nicara-
gua—announced recognition of
Israel yesterday, bringing the total
to eight, the other five being the
United States, the Soviet Union,
Guatemala, Uruguay and Poland.

At Paris, the French Cabinet
authorized Foreign Minister
Georges Bidault to give de facto
recognition to the new Jewish state
any time he felt the step should
be taken.

Britain Aloof|

Trans-Jordan Troops Push Deep Into Jerusalem
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another Legion

Arab Legionnaires were fighting inside the Old Walled City of
Jerusalem (bounded by heavy lines) vesterday.
Abdullal’s force captured the Sheikh Jarrah suburb (A) and ad-
vanced south to the Damascus Gate (heavy arrow). linking up with
foree which had driven into the Walled City from
the Mount of Olives (B). Israeli formations cracked through the
Zion Gate (cross-hatched arrow) in the south to join other Jewish
troops penned up in the 7emish quarter
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Units of King

Jewish Agency Arranges
Air-Mail Link to Israel

A special air-mail service to Is-
rael via chartered planes was an-
nounced here yesterday by the
Jewish Agency for Palestine, The
agency described the arrangement
as an interim service, to be avail-
able until normal postal routes to
the new Jewish state are open.

The service will be handled by
Palestine Emergency Deliveries,
Inc., and will operate at least one
and perhaps three planes a week
from La Guardia Field. The agency
said the planes would also carry
passengers. Landing point will be
Tel Aviv.

The rates for the new service
will be 25 cents a half ounce in
addition to the regular United
States air-mail charge of 25 cents
a half ounce. The mail will be
canceled at the headquarters of
the Palestine Emergency Deliv-
eries, Inc., and letters should be
sent enclosed in another envelope
which contains the service fee to
the organization’s offices at 16
East Sixty-sixth Street.

Lectures on Bogota Parley
WASHINGTON, May 18 (#)—
The Pan American Union will hold
a three-day series of lectures be-
ginning Monday on the achieve-
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ments of the Bogota conference.
Dr. Alberto Lleras-Camargo, sec-
retary of the organization of
American states, said ‘“public
opinion has failed to grasp fully
the issues involved.”
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(Continued from page one)

not to be led by the United States,
into any more alleys that end
in frustration on the Palestine
problem.

Fernand Van Langenhove, of
Belgium, said it was very well to
raise the prospect of economic
sanctions and U. N. military infer-
vention against Palestine aggres-
sors, but he recalled that League
of Nations sanctions against Ttaly
failed miserably n the Ethiopian
case.

He stressed a point that Mr,
Austin had by-passed in his argu-
ments—that the U. N, has no mili-
tary force for intervention any-
where because the Big Five nations
are so racked by suspicion and dis-
trust that they never have agreec
on a formula of setting up a U. N
force.

Chinese delegate Dr. Tingfu T
Tsiang asserted that the effect O
the American plan, if it was en
forced, would be to enforce thi

| navtition of Palestine under th



