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EXPLANATORY NOTE.

The vorrespondence of which an English fext follows  wus
exchanged in Arabic.

This English text is based upon the original dralts in English of
the letters gent by Sir Honry MeMabon and the conlemporary
transiations into English of the letters roceived by Sir Henry
MeMabion.

The language of some of the original drafts or contemporury
{ranslations hus, bowever, been modified in certain places where the
language has been criticised on the ground that it does not roproduce
acenrately the Arabie of the nctunl correspondence and the eriticism
has been found on examination to be justified.

The text printed in the following pages is the revised text which
results from these modifientions.  Except whare otherwise stated, the
fool-notes indicate (he text os it stood before the modificntions were
introduced.

His Majesty’s Government huve been advised in this matter by
Mr. J. Heyworth-Dunne, Senior Lecturer in Arabic at fhe School of
Oriental Stodies, University of London,
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ConRESPONDENCE  BETWEEN Sk HENRY MeMatox,
G.OM.G, G.C.V.0, KCLE, CS.L, Hig MasgsTyY's
Hicn Commissionegr AT Camro, AND THE SHERIF
Husseix oF Mecca [wirs A Mar].

July 1915-March 1916,

No. L.
Tramalution of a lotter from the Sherif of Macca to Sir Henry
MeMahon, Hie Majesty's High Commissioner at Cairo.(")
To his Honour : July 14, 18915,

Wikneas the whole of the Arab nation without any excaption
huve decided in these last years to live, und to nceamplish their
freedom, and grasp the reins of their administration both in theoty
and practice ;. and whereas they have found and felt that it is to the
interest of the Government of Great Britain to support them snd aid
them to the attainment of their firm aud lawfal intentions {which are
based upon the maintenance of the honour and dignity of their Life)
withont any ulterior motives whateoever unconnected  with  this
object ;

And whereas it s to their (the Avabs’) interest also fo prefer the
assistance of the Government of Great Britain in congidoration of
their geographical position and economic interests, nnd also of the
attitude of the above-mentioned Government. which is known fo both
nations and therefore need not be emphunsised ;

For these reasons the Arab nation see fit to limit themselves,
as {ime is short, to asking the Government of Great Britain, if i
should think fit, for the approval, through her deputy or representa-
tive, of the following fundamental propositions. leaving ont all things
considered secondary in comparison with these, so that it may prepsre
all means necessary for attaining this noble purpose, until such time
as it finds oceasion for mnking the act ual negotintions :—

Firatly,—tngland to acknowledge the independence of the Arab
countries, bonnded on the north by Mersing and Adana op to the
47* of Iatitude, on which degree full Birijik, Urfa. Mardin, Midiat,
(" Jezirat (Thn ‘Umar), Amadia,(*) up to the border of Porsia; on the
east by the borders of Persia up to the Gulf of Basra; on the sonth by
the Tndian Ocean, with the excoption of the position of Aden to Temain
a8 it i5; on the west by the Red Sea, the Mediterranean Bea up to
Mersinn,  England to approve of the proclamation of an Arab
Khalifate of Tslam,

Secondly —The Arab Government of the Sherif to acknowledge
that England shall have the preference in all economic enlerprises

"y Undated and i 1, but Jowed in an igned personal lotter
dated 26d Mamadan, 1533 (14th Jaly, 115), from the Sherif to Mr, Storm.
{5—(%) Former reading: ** Amadia Island (Jeziroh)"
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mha A?b countries whenever conditions of enterprises are other-
equal. i

Thirdly.—For the security of this Arub independence and the
certainty of such preference of economic enterprises, both high
contracting parties to offer mutual assistance, to the best ability of
their military and naval forces, to face any foreign Power which may
attack cither purty. Peace not to be decided withont agreement of
both parties,

Fourthly.—1f one of the parties enters upon an ngaressive conflict,
the other party to assume o neutral attitude, and in case of such party
wishing the other to join forces, both to meet and disenss the
conditions.

Fifthly.—England to acknowledge  the  abolition of foreign
priviloges in the Arab countries, anid to nssist the Government of the
Sherif in an International Convention for confirming snch abolition.

Sizthly—Articles 8 and 4 of this treaty to remain in vigour for
fifteen years, and, if either wishes it to be enewed, one year's notice
before lapse of treaty to be given.

Cmmmuent.l_\'. and s the wholo of the Arab nation have (praise
bo to God) sgreed and united for the attainment, at all costs and
finally, of this noble object, they beg the Government of Great Britain
to answer them positively or negatively in a poriod of thirty days
aftor receiving this intimation ; and if this period should lapse before
they reccive an snswer, they reserve to themselves complete freedom
of actian. Moreover, we (the Sherif's family) will consider onrselves
free in word and deed from the bonds of our previous declaration
which we nude throngh Ali Effendi.

No. 2.
Transtation of a lettar from Sir H, MeMahon, His Majosty’s High
Commissioner at Cairo, to the Sherif of Mecea. ‘ ‘
To his Highness the Sherif Hussein. August B0, 1915,
(After compliments and salutations.) A
We have the honour to thank you for your frank expressions
of thy sincerity of your feeling towards Englund. We rejoice,
moreover, that your Highness and your people are of one opinion
that Arab interests are English intorests and English Arab. o this
intent we confirm to you the terms of Lord Kitchener's message,
which renched you by the hand of Ali Effendi, and in which was
stuted clearly our desire for the independence of Arabia and its
inhabitants, together with our approval of the Arab Khalifate when
it ahould be proclaimed, We declare once more that His Mujesty’s
Government wonld weleome the resumption of the Khalifute by an
Arab nibtruc race,  With regard to the questions of (*)limits” and
!;oult[dlncg,[’i it would appear to be premature to consume our time
in r[m:umuu sueh details in the lieat of war, and while, in many
portions of them, the Turk is up to now in effective ocuupalian';
(")) Former reading: '* Limita, frontiors and boundaries '

vapecinlly a8 we have learned, with uur]ari:n_und rogret, that some aof
the Arabs in those very mrts,hrfrumagmtmgm.m this
their supreme opportunity and are lending their arms to the German
and the Turk, to the new despoiler and the old oppressor.
Novortholess, we are rendy to send your Highness for the Holy
Gities and the nob'e Arube the charitalle offerings of Egypt =0 soon
as your Highness shall inform us how and where they ghould be
delivered. We are, moreover, arranging for this your messenger 1o
be admitted and helped on any journey he may make to ourselves.
Friendly ances, Salatations!

(Bigned)  A. H. MoMAHON.

No. 8.
Tranilation of a lotter from the Sherif of Meeca to Sir H. MeMalion,
iz Majoaty'= High Conmingioner at Caro.
Soptember 9, 1915,
To His Excolleney the Most Fxalted, the Most l-huiprnl—l]u- Britizh

High Commigsioner in Bgypt; moy {iod grant him Soecess.

Wi great cheerfulness and delight I received your letter dated
the 10th Shawal, 1888 (the a0th August, 1915), and have @ven it
great consideration and regard, in spite of the impression 1_1(.11-1\:1--\
from it of ambiguity and ite tone of eoldness and hesitation with
rogard to our essential point. il Ve

it is necossary to make clear lo your Exeellonoy our sincerity
towards the illustrious Dritish Empre and our confession of preference
for it in all cases and matters and under all forms and circumstances,
The real interests of the followers of our religion necessitale this.

Novertheless, your Escellency will pardon me and permit me to
sy clearly that the voolness amd hesitation which you have displayed
in the question of the fimits and boundaries by saying that the
diseussion of these at present is of no use and is a loss of time, and
that they are still in the hande of the Government which is roling
thom, &c., might be taken to infer an estrangement or gomething
of the sort,

(A the limits and boundaries demanded are not those of one
person whom we should satisfy and with whom we ghould discnss
them after the war is over, but our peoples have seen that the life
of their new proposal is hound at lenat by thesa limits and their word
is nnited on this.

Therefore, they have found it necessary first to discuss this point
with the Power in whom they now have their confidence and trust
as o final appeal, viz.. the illustrions British Empire.(*)

(=4 Tt hns boon svjgosted that u be translation of this passage
would be: ‘" Ax thoe limits and botndaries andod nre not those of one
individunl whose elaim might woll await the swelusion of the war, 'but. aro
these of our people who haye Jocided that thoss frontiers arc as & minimim
vitally necessary to t ir now lifo, ond whose resolution i final on this
point,  Thereforo, thoy have decided to disciss this point in the first resort
with the Power in which they now have their confidence and trust and whom
thoy rogard ax  their ultimato appeal;, namely, the Ilustrious Writish
Empire.” -
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(*)Their reason for this union and confidence is mutual interest,
the nocessity of regulating territorial divisions and the feolings of their
inhabitants, so that they may know how to base their future md_h[o.
80 not to meet her (England?) or any of her Allies in opposition
to their resolution which wonld produce o contrary issuc, w vich God
forbid.(*)

(%)For the object is, hononrable Ministor, the trnth which ik
sstablished on  basis which guarantees the ersentinl gourees of life
in future, i

Yot within these limits they have not ineluded places inhabited
by a foreign race. Tt i o vain show of words and titles.

May Cod baye mercy on the Khalifate and comfort Moslems
in it.(*)

I[nm confidont that your Excellency will not daubt that it is not
1 personally who am demanding of these limits which inelnde only
our race, but that they are a!l proposals of the people, who, in short,
believe that they are necessury for oconomic life.

Is this not right, your Excellency the Minister?

In a word, your high Excellency, we are firm in our sincerity
and declaring our preference for loyalty towards vou, whether you
are satisfied with us, a8 has heen said, or angry.

With reference to your remark in your letter above mentioned
that some of our people are etill doing their atmost in promoting
the interests of Turkey, your goodness (lit. *' perfectness ') would
not permit you to make this an excuse for the tone of coldness and
hegitation with regard to our demands, demands which T cannot
admit that you, as 8 man of sound opinion, will deny to be necessary
for our oxistence: nay, they are the essentinl cssence of our life,
material and moral.

Up to the present moment L am myself with all my might earrying
out in my country all things in conformity with the Tslamie Law,
ull things which tend to benefit the rest of the Kingdom, and T ghall
continue to do so until it pleases God to order otherwise,

I order to reassure: yonr Excellency 1 can declare that the whol
vountry, together with those who you say are submitiing themselvis
to Purco-German orders, are oll waiting the result of these negotin-
tions, which are dependent ouly on your refusal or aceeptance of the
quastion of the limits and on your decluration of safeguarding their
roligion first and then the rest of rights from any harm or danger.

Whatever the illustrious Government of Great Britain finds

(1)—(*) It has heen suggested that a hotter translation of this passage
would ba: * Thair reason for this aim and confidence is the reciprocity of
interests, the necessity of regulating territorial divisions wl the wishos of
tho populations concerned, so that thoy may know how to hass their future
life and avoid fnding Great Britain or any of hor allios in apposition to or
in conflict with their wishes, which Ged forbid! "

(#—(%) It has boen suggosted that a bettor translation of this passage
would be: “For our aim, O respected Ministor, is to ensuro that the

litions which are tial to our future shall bo secured on o foundation
of roality, and not on highly docornted phrases and titles, As for the
ICnIlplnlt». (God have morcy on ity sonl and comfort the Moslems for their

P
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conformable to its policy on this subject, communicate it to us and
specify to us the course wo should follow.

Tn ull cases it ie only God's will which shall be exceuted, and it
is God who is the real factor in everything,

With regard to onr demand for grain for the natives, and the
moneys (**surras ') known to the Wakls' Ministry and all other
articles sont here with pilgrims’ wans, high Excellency, my
intention in this matter is to confirm your proclamations to the whole
world, and especially 1o the Moslem world, that your Autngonism is
confined only to the party swhich has usurped the rights of the
Khalifate in which are inclided the rights of all Moslems.

Moroover the said geain is from the specisl Wakis and has nothing
to do with politics,

If you think it should he, let the grain of the two years be
trangported in o specinl steamer to Jodda in an official manner, in
tho name of all the natives as usual, and the captain of the steamer
or the special ** Mamur ** detailed ns wsinl every vear to hand it over
on his arrival at the port will send to the Governor of Jedda nsking
for the Mamnr of the grin st Jedda or a responsible official to take
ovar the grain and give the necessary receipt signed by the said
Mamur, that is the Mamur of the grain himself, ~ He should muke
it n condition that he would (? not) sceept any reeeipt but that signed
by this Mamur.

Let the captain of the steamer or the * Mamur " (detailed with the
grain) be instenoted that i he finds anything contrary to, this
arrangement he shonld warn them that he will return home with
tho eargo. Thereupon the Mamur and the special committee detniled
with him, which is known ns the committee of the grain for the
nntives, will take over the grain in the praper form.

Please sceept my hest regards and salutations.

Tf you choose to send & reply to thig, please send it with the
hearer.

20th Shawal, 1383,

Na. 4.
Translation of a letter from Sir I MeMahon, Hiv Majesty's High
Contmixsioner at Cairo, to the Sherif of Mecea.
October 24, 1915,

I mave received your lettor of the 20th Shawal. 1338 with much
pleasnre and your expressions of fricndliness and sincerity have givon
me the preatest satisfaction.

T rugret thut you should have received from my last letteri’) the
improssion that I regarded the question of the limits and boundaries
with coldness and hesitation; such was not the ease, but it appeared
to me (*jthat the time had not yet come when that question conld
be discussed in a conclusive manmer.(*)

{*) No, 2,

("1—(*) Formor reading: ** that the moment had not yet arrived when
thoy could be most profitably discnssed '
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I hisve reslised, however, from your last lotter that you regard
this question as one of vital and urgent importance. 1 have, therefore,
logt no timo in informing the Government of Great Britain of the
contents of your letter, and it is with great pleasnre that 1 comimuni-
cate to you on their behalf the following statement, which 1 am
confident yon will receive with satiafaction :—

{(*The two districts of Mersina and Alexandretta and portions of
Syrin lying to the west of the districts of Damnscus, Homs, Hamn
und Aleppo cannob be said to be purely Arab, and should be excluded
from the limits demanded.

With the above modification, and withont prejudice to our existing
{reaties with Arab chiefs, we accept those limits. )

As for those regions lying within those frontiers wherein Grenl
Britain is freo to act without detriment to the interests of her ally.
Franes, T am empowered in the name of the Government of Great
Britain to give the following assurances and make the following reply
to your letter :—

(11 Subjeet to the above modifications, Great Britain is prepared

o recognise and sup the independence of the Arabs
in all the regions willlun the limits demanded by the Sherif
of Mecea.(")

(2) (irest Britain will guarantee the Hloly Places agninst all
external aggression and will recognise their inviolability.

(8) When the situation sdmits, Great Hritain will give to this
Arabs her adviee and will assist thom to cstablish what
may appear to be the most suitable forms of governmenl
in those various territories.

(43 On the other hand. it is nnderstood that the Arabs have
degided to seek (e advice and guidanee of Great Britain
only, and that such Furopean advisers and officials us moy
be required for the formation of o sound form of adminis-
tration will be British.

() With regard to the vilagets of Bagdad and Basra, the Armbs
will recognise that the established position and intevests of
(Gireat Britain pecessitate (“*jspecinl administrative arvange-
ments("*) in order to secure these territories from foreign
aggression, to promote the welfure of the local populations
and to saf d our I ic interests,

(*—(*) Formor reading: * The districts of Mersing and Alexaudevita
andl the portions of Syria lying to the west of the districts of Damascis,
Homs, Hama and Aleppo cantiot be said to be ptraly. Arab, and should be
oxcluded from the proposed  limits  and  boundnries. With the abovs
madifieation, aml without prejudies te our existing trontiox with Arab
chiefs, wo mocept thess limits and boundaries, and, in regard to those
portions of the territorivs therein in which Great Britain is freo to nct
without detrimont to the interests of her ally, France, I am empawered, in
the name of the Government of Great Britain, to give you the following
amsurances and make the following reply to your lotter:—

Subjeet to the above modifientions, Groat Britain is propared to rocogoise
and support tho independenco of the Arabs within the territories included
in the himits and boundaries proposed by tho Sheril of Mocen."

(1" —{1%) Formor roading: ** special mossures of administrative poutral’”

']

I am convineed that this declaration will assore you beyond all
possible doubt of the gympathy of Girest Britain towards the aspira-
tions of (her friends(*') the Arabs and will result in a firm and
lasting alliance, the immediate results of whicl will be the expulsion
of the Tirks: from the Arab countrivs and the froeing of the Arab
Imoplm fram the Turkish yoke, which for so many years has pressed
peavily upon them,

I have confined mysolf in this letter to the more vital and
important questions, and if there are any other matters dealt with
in your letters which 1 have emitfed to mention, we may discuss thim
at some convenient date in the futore.

Tt was with very great reliel and satisfaction that 1 heard of the
eafo arrival of the Holy Carpet snd the aceompanying offerings
which, thanks to the clearness of your directions and the excellence
of vour arrangements, were landed without trouble or mishap in spite
of ‘the dangers and diffienlties oceasioned by the present sad war.
May God soon bring a lasting peace and freedom to all peoples!

1 wm sending this letter by the hund of your trusted and exeellent
measenger, Sheikh Mohammed Ibn Arif Thn Uraifan, and be will
inform yon of the varions matters of interest, but of lesa vital
importance, which I have not mentioned in this letter,

(Compliments.)

A. HENRY MeMAHON,

(it} Former readivg . " ber traditional frienda®

(Signed)

No. b
Tranilation of a letter from the Sherif of Mrcea to Sir H. MeMalion,
His Majosty's High Commissioner al Cuiro.
Norember &, 1915,
(In the name of God, the Mereiful, the Compassionate !)

To his Fxcelloney the most exalted and eminent Minister who s
endowed with the highest anthority and soundness of opinion.
Muy God guide him to do His will!

I snwemiven with great pleasure your honoured letter, dated
the 15th Zil Hijja('") (the 24th October, 19135), to which 1 beg to
answer ug follows (— 3

1. In order to facilitate an agreement snd to render a service
to Telam, and at the same time to avoid all thet may couse Islamn
tronbles and hardships—soeing morcover that we have greal con-
gideration for the distinguished qualities and dispositions of the
Government of Great Britain—we ronounce our insiste on the
inclusion of the cilayete of Mersing and Adana in the Arab Kingdom.
But tho two eilayets of Aleppo and Beirat and their gea consts are
purely Avab vilayets, and there i no difference between a Moslan
and n Christian Arab: they are both descendants of one forefather.

We Moslems will follow the footsteps of the Commander of the

(') Na, 4
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‘Faithfol Omar ibn Khattab, and other Khalifs succeeding him, who
ordained in the laws of tie Moslem Faith that Moslems should treat
tho Chiristians as they freat, themselves, He, Omar, doclared with
referonce to Christians : ** They will have the same privileges nod
submit to the same duties as ourselves.”” They will thus enjoy their
civie rvights in as much ag it aecords with the general intervsts of
the whole nation. =

2, As the Tragi vilayets ore parts of the pure Arab Kingdom,
and wero in fact the seat of its Government in the time of
Ali ibn Abn Talib, and in the time of all the Khalifs who succeeded
him ; and a8 in them began the civilisation of the Arabs, and as their
towns were the first lowns built in Islam where the Araly power
became so great; therefore they are creatly valued by all Arabs far
and near, and their traditions cannot be forgotten by them. Con
sequently, we cannot satisfy the Arab nations or make them aubmit
to give us such a title to nobility. But in order to render an accord
easy, and taking into idoration the eg mentioned in e
fifth article of your letter to keep and guard onr wutual interests
in that conniry as they are one and the sane for all these rossons
we might agree to leave under the British administration for o short
time those districts now oceupied by the British troops without the
rights of eithur party being prejudiced thereby (especinlly those of
the Arab nation; which interests are fo it cconomic and vital), and
against o suitable sum paid as somponsation to the Arab Kingdom
for the period of occupation, in order to meet the expenses which
every new kingdom is bound to support; at the sime tiwe i
your agresments with the Sheikhs of those districts, and espocially
those which are essential.

8, In your desire to hasten the movement we see nol anly
advantages, but grounds of apprehension, The first of these grounds
is the fear of the blame of the Moslems of the opposite purty (as
has already happened in the past), who would doclare that we lisve
rovolted against Tslam and ruined its forees. The sccond is that,
standing in the faco of Turkey which is supported by all the forces
of Germany, we do not know what Great Britain and her Allies
would do if one of the Entente Powers were weakened and obliged
to make peace. We fear that the Arab nation will then be Jeft alone
in the face of Torkey together with her allies, but we would not ol
all mind if we wers to face the Turks alone. Therefore il is necessary
to take these points into eonsideration in arder to avoid a peact
being concluded in which the parties concerned may decide the fatu
of our people as if we had taken part in the war without muking
good our claims to offivial consideration.

4. The Arab nation has a strong belief that after this war is aver
the Turks under German influence will direet their efforts to provoke
the Arabs and violate their rights, both material and moral, to wipe
ont their nobility and hononr and reduce them to utter sithmission
a8 they are determined to ruin them entirely, The reasons for the
slowness shown in our action have alrendy been stated,

"

5. When the Arsbs know the Government of Great Britain is
their ally who will not leave them to tl lves at the conclusion of
peace in the face of Turkey and Germany, ond that she will support
and will effectively defend them, then to enter the war st onee will,
no doubt, be in conformity with the genoral interest of the Arabe,

6. Our letter duted the 20th Shaudl, 1838(*%) (the 9th September,
1015), saves us the trouble of repeating our opinions as to articles 8
and 4 of your honoured last letter regarding administration, Govern-
ment advisers and officials, especinlly ns you have declared, exalted
Minister, that you will not ifterfere with internal affairs.

7. The arrival of a clear and definito answer as soon a8 possible
to the ahove propnsals is expected. We have done onr utmost in
making concessions in order to come to an agreement satisfying both
parties.  We know that our lot i this war will b either a suecoss,
which will guarantee to the Arabe s lifo becoming their past history,
or destruction in the attempt to sttain their objecte.  Had it not boen
for the determination which T sce in the Arabs for the attainment
of their objects, I would have preferred to seclude myself on one of
the heights of a mountain, but they, the Arabs, have ingisted that
1 should guide the movement to this end.

May God keep vou safe and victorions, a8 we devoutly hope
and desire. §
S7th Zil Higja, 1833,
() No. 3.

No. 6.

Tranelation of o letter from Sir H. MeMuhon, His Majesty's High
Commissionar at Cairo, to the Sherif of Mocen, ;

To Sherif Hugssein @ Docombar 14, 1915,

(After costomary greetings and acknowledgment of previous letter.)

I an gratified to observe that yon agree to the exclusion of the
r"i.ll_ialr‘ivtu of Morsina and Adans from boundaries of the Arab
territories.

I also note with great pleasure and satisfaction your hssurances
that the Arubs are determined to act in conformity. with the precepts
fnid down by Omar Ihn Khattab and the carly Khalifs, which secure
the rights and privileges of all religions alike,

In #tating that the Arabs are rendy to recognise and respect all
our treatios with Arab ehiefs, it is, of course, nnderstood that this
will apply to all territories ineluded in the Arah Kingdom, as the
Government of Great Britain cannot repudiate engigements which
already exist.

_\\’il]r regard to the nilayets of Aleppo and Beirnl, the Government
of Great Britain have (")fully understood and(**) taken careful note

(") Former readiog: ' vilayots,"
(1}—(1%) The former rending omitted thess words,
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of your observations, but, ns the intercsts of our ally, France, are
invalved (“)in them both,(**) the guestion will require  careful
consideration and u further communication on the subject will be
addressed to yon in due course.

The Government of Great Britain, as 1 have already informod
you, are reudy to give all guarantees of assistunce and support within
their power fo the Arab Kingdom, but their interests demand, as
you yourself have recognised, a friendly nod stable administration
in the wilayet of Bagdad, and the quate safeguarding of these
interests ealls for o much fuller and more detailed consideration than
the present situntion und the urgency of these negotiations permit,

We fully appreciate your desire for vaution, and have no wish
to urge you to hasty nction, which might jeopardise the eventuol
success of your projects, but, in the meantime, it is most oggentinl
that you should spare no effort to attach all the Arab peoples to our
anited cause and urge them to afford no assistance to onr enemive

It i on the success of these efforts and on the more active
measures which the Arabs may hereafter take in support of our causo,
when the time for setion comes, that the permanence and strength
of our agreement must depenid.

Under these cirenmstances 1 am further dirceted by the Govern.
ment of Great Britain to inform you that you may rest agsurcd that
Great Britain has no intention of concluding any peace in terms of
which the freedom of the Arab peoples from German and Torkish
domination does not form an ossentinl candition.

A an earnest of our intentions, and in avder to aid you in your
efforts in our joint canse, I am sending you hy your trustworthy
messenger & sum of twenty thonsand pounds.

(Custonmry ending.)

(Signed) H. McMAHON,

(%) —(1%) The former rending omitted these words,

No. 7.
Translation of a letter from the Sherif of Mecca to Sir H. MeMalion,
Ilis Majeaty's High Commussioner at Cairo.

January 1, 1916,
(In the name of God, the Merciful, the C ionate |)

To his Excellency the eminent, energetic and magnanimons Minister.
We received from the bearer your letter, dated the 9th Safur
(the 1dth Decomber, 19151, with great respect and honour, and 1 hiave
understood its contents, which caused me the greatest pleasure and
satisfaction, ng it removed that which had made me uneasy.

£

Your honour will linve realised, after the arvival of Mohammed
(Faroki) Sherif and his interview with yon, that sll onr procedure up
to the presant was of no personal inclination or the like, which would
have been wholly unintelligible, but that everything was the result
of the decisions and desives of onr pooples, and that we are bul
transmittors and exeentunts of such decisions and desires in the
position they (our people) have pressed upon ik,

‘Ihose truths are, in my opinion, very important and deserve your
honotr's speeinl attention and considoration.

With regard to what had®been stated in yonr honoured communi-
cation concerning El Teaq s to the matter of compensation for the
i sation, we, in order to stremgthen the confidence of
» our attitude snd in our words and setions, really and
y order to give her evidence of our certainty and
ng her glorions Government, leave the determinn-

veritably, and
nesuranes in tri
tion of the amount to the perception of her wisdom and justico.

Ag rogards the northern parts and their coasts, we have alroady
stated in our previous lotter what wero the utmost possible modificn
tions, and all this was only done so to fulfil those aspirations whose
attainment is dosired by the will of the Blessed and Supreme Godl.
1t ia this same feeling and desive which impelled us to avoid what
may possibly injure the alliance of Great Britain and Franca and the
agrecment  made between  them during tho present wars wnd
calumitios; yet we find it our duty that the eminent minister should
be sure that, at the first opportunity after this war is finished, we
shall ask you (what we avert our eyes from to-tay) for what we now
leave to France in Beirut and its coasts,

I do not find it necossary to draw your attention to the fact that
onr plan is of grester security to the interests and (*yprotection of
the rights of Great Britain than it is to us, and will nucessarily be so
whatever may lappen, o that Great Brit mny finally ("*)see
her friends(*) in that contentment and advencement which she is
sndeavouring to establish for them now, especinlly s her Allies
being neighbours to us will bo the germ of diffienlties and discussion
with which there will be ("*mo peaceful conditions(™*). In addition
to which the citizens(*) of Beirnt will decidedly never aceept such dis-
memberment, (') and they may oblige us to undertake new measures
which muy exervise Great Britain, certainly not less than her present
traubles, beca of our belief and certainty (* the reciprocity
and indeod the identity of our interests,(®) which is the only canse
that consed ns never to eare to negotiate with any other Power Tt
vou. Comsequently, it ig impessible o ullow any orogation that
mives France, or any other Power, o span of Innd in those regions.

1 declare this, and T bhave s strong belief, which the living will

=

(17 Former reading: ' presumption.'’

(15 —(1") Formor reading: *seo all hor own peoplos’
(19 —{1%) Former reading: * oo peace of mind.”

(29 Formor roading: ** people.”

121y Former reading: “ isolations.

(75} —{2%) Former reading: ‘“in the reciprocity of our intorests.""
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inherit from the dead, in the declarations which you p;avo.in the
conclusion of your hononred letter. Theref the | and

eminent Minister should believe and be sure, together with Great
Britain, that we still remain firm to our resolution which Storrs
loarnt from ns two years ago, for which we await the opportunity
snitable to our gituation, especially in view of that action the time
of which has now come near and which destiny drives towards us
with great haste and clearness, so that we and those who are of our
opinion may have reasons for such action sgainst any eriticisms
or responsibilities imposed upon vs in future. ¥

Your expression ** we do not want to push you to any hasty nction
which might jeopardise the suceess of your sim " does not need any
tuoro explanation except what we muy ask for, when necessary, sucl
a8 arms, ammunition, &e.

1 degm this sufficient, as T have occupied much of your Honour's
time. 1 beg to offer you my great veneration and respect.

a5th Safar, 1884,

No. 8.

Translation of a letter from Sir H. MeMahon, flis Majosty's High
Commissioner at Cairo, to the Sharif af Mecea.
(After customary greetings.) Janwary 25, 1916,

Wi have received with great pleasure and satisfnction your letter
of the 25th Safar (the Ist Jannary(®)) i the hands of your frusty
messenger, who has also transmitted to s your verhal messages.

We fully realise and entirely appreciate the motives which guide
you it this important question, and we know well that yan are acting
entirely in the interests of the Arab peoples and with no thought
boyond their wellare.

We take noto of your remarks concerning the wvilayet of Bagdad,
and will take the question into careful consideration when the encmy
has heen defeated and the time for pesceful settlement arrives.

A8 regards the northern parts, we note with satisfaction your
desire fo avoil anything which might possibly injure the alliance
of Great Britain and France. 1t is, as you know, our fixed determing-
tion that nothing shisll be permitted to interfere in the slightest
degree with our united prosccution of this war to s victorious
conclusion. Moreover, when the victory has been won, the friend-
ship of Great Britain and France will become yet more firm and
enduring, cemented by the blood of Englishmen and Frenchmen who
have died side by side fighting for the cause of right and liberty.

In this great cause Arabia is now sssociated, and God grant that
the result of our mutual efforts and co-oporation will bind us in a
lasting friendship to the mutual welfare and happiness of us all.

Wa are greatly pleased to hear of the action you are taking to
win all the Arabs over to our joint cauge, and to dissnade them from
giving any ist to our ¢ i and we leave it to your

(*%) No. 7.

15

diserotion to seizo the most favourably moment for further and more
decidod measures,

Yon will doubtless inform us by the bearer of this lotter of any
munner in y\'hiuh wo ean assist you and your requests will always

our Tt iderati

You will have heard how El Sayed Alimed ol Sherif el Senusei
g been boguiled by evil advice into hostile action, and it will be
a greab griel to you to know that he has been so far forgetful of tho
intorests of the Arabs as to throw in his lot with onr enemies.
Misfortune has now overtaken him, and we trust that this will show
him his error and lead him to peace for the sake of his poor
misguided followers,

We are sending this letter by the hand of your good messenger,
who will also bring to you all our news,

With salaams.

(Bigmed) 1. MeMAHON.

No. 9.

Tranalation of a letter from the Sherif of Mecea to Sir H. MeMakon,
Hix Mayeaty's High Commissioner at Cairo.

February 18, 1016,
(In the name of the Merciful, the Compassionate!)
To the most noble His Excellency the High Comwmissioner. May

Godd protect him,

(After compliments and respects.)

We received vour Excolloney's letter dated 25th Rabi EL Awal, and
its contents filled us with the ntmost pleasure and eatisfaction at the
attainment of the required onderstanding and the intimaey desired.
1 ask God to make easy our purposes and prosper our endeavours.
Your Fxeellency will understand the work that is being done, and the
reasons for it from the following :—

Firstly —We hnd informed your Excellency that we had sent one
of our sons to Syris to command tho operations deemed necessary
there. We have reccived a detailed report from him stating that the
tyrannies of the ernment there have not left of the persons
upon whom they could depend, whether of the different ranks of
soldiers or of others;, save only a few, and those of secondary
importance: and that he is awaiting the arrival of the forces
snpounced from different places, especially from the people of the
country and the surrounding Arab regions as Aleppo and the sonth
of Mosul, whose total is calenlated at not less than 100,000, by
their estimate; and he intends, if the majority of the forces
mentioned are Arab, to begin the movement by them; and, if other-
wise, that is, of the Turks or others, he will obgerve their ndvance to
the Canal, and when they begin to fight, his movements upon them
will be different to what they expect,
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Secondly.—We purposed sending our eldest son to Medina with
sufficient forces to strengthen ?«h&m t;:o is) in Syrin, mctl \mit:
possibility of oo ing way line, or carrying out suc
every possibility ullm‘_’ Y L its s the begin o
movement, and we are satisfied in its beginning with

o prine
wha&pr;s levied ns guards to the interior of the countr
quiet; they are of the peoplo of Hejuz only, for many reasons, which

it would take too long to set forth; chiefly the difficulties in the way
of providing their necessitics with secrecy und speed (although this
n fon was not necessary) and to make it easy to bring reinforee-
ments when needed; this is tho summary of what you wished to
understand. In my opinion it is sufficient, and it is to be taken as
s toundation and n dard n& to onr sctions in the face of all
changes and unforeseen events which the sequence of events may
show. Tt remains for us to state what we need at nt ;—

Firatly.—The amount of £50,000 in gold for the monthly poy of
the troops levied, and other things the necessity of which needs no
explanation. We beg you fo send it with all possible haste.

Secondly.—20,000 sacks of riee, 15,000 sacks of flour, 8,000 gacks
of batley, 150 sacks of coffee, 150 gacks of sugar, 5,000 rifles of the
modern pattern and the necessary ammunition, and 100 boxes of
the two sample cartridges tenelosed) and of Martini-Henry
cartridges and ** Aza,”" that is those of the rifles of the factory of
8. Ftienne in France, for the nse of those two kinds of rifles of our
tribes: it would not be smiss to send 500 baxes of both kinds.

Thirdly.—We thinlk it better that the place of deposit of all these
things should be Port Sudan.

Fourthly.—As the above provisions and munitions are not needed
until the heginning of the t (of which we will inform you
officially), they should remuin at the above place, and when we nead
them we will inform the Governor there of the place to which they
may be conveyed, and of the intermediaries who will earry orders for
receiving them.

Fifthly.—The money roquired should bhe sent at once to the
Governor of Port Sudan, and a confidentinl ngent will be sent by us
to receive it, either all at once, or in two instalments, according ns
he is able, and this (¥) is the (secret) sign to be recognised for
aceepting the man,

Sizthly.—Our envoy who will receive the money will be sent to
TPort Sndan in three weeks' time, that is to say, he will be there on
the 5th Jemad Awal (9th March) with a letter from us addressed to
Al Khawagn Flins Effendi, saying that he (Flias) will pay him, in
accordnnes with the letter, the rent of our properties, nnd the
signature will be clear in our name, but we will instruct him to agk
for the Governor of the place, whom you will apprise of this person’s
arrival. After perusal of the letter, the money ghould be given to
him on condition that no discossion whatever is to be made with him
of any question concerning us. We bag you most emphatically not
to tell him unything, keeping this affair secret, and he shonld be
treated apparently us if he were nothing out of the way,
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Let it not be thought that our appointment of another man results
from lnck of confidence in the bearer; it is only to aveid wuste of
time, for wo are appointing him to a task elsewhere, At the same
time we beg you not to embark or send him in & steamer, or officially,
the means already arranged being sufficient,

Soventhly.—Our representative, bearer of the present letter, has
been definitely instructed fo ensore the arrival of this, and I think
fhat his mission this time is finished ginee the condition of things
is known both in general and in detail, and there is no need for
ue‘nrlmgbun_vmm elee, In case of need for sending information, it
will edime from us; yet as our next representative will reach yon after
three weeks, you may prepare inatroctions for him to take back, Yeb
let him be treated mimply in appearance.

Eighthly.—Let the British Government consider this wmilitary
expenditure in accordance with the books which will be furnished
it. explaining how the money has been spent.

f To conclude, my best and numberless salutations beyond all
increase, J

14 Rali al Akhar, 1334,

No. 10.

Trandlation ‘n_f a letter from Sir H. McMahon, His Majeaty's High
Commiswioner at Cairo, to the Sherif of Mecea. 1

(Alter customary greetings.) March 10, 1016

Wx have reecived vour letter of the 14th Rabi el I.Milmr;"l
(the 'Hilln February), duly delivered by your trusted messenger.

We are grateful to note the active mensures which you propose
to take. We consider them the most suitable in the oxisting ciroum-
stances, and they have the approval of His Majesty's Government.
I am pleased to be able to inform you that His Mu]z-ﬂyt yv's Government
have approved of meeting your requests, and that which yon asked
to be sent with all haste is being despatched with your MIERRETIRr,
who in also the bearer of this letter. : .t

The remainder will be collested os quickly as possible and will be
dnpc_mlud at I'ort Sudan, where it will remain until we hear from you
officially of the beginning of the movement and of the places to which
they may be conveyed and the intermediaries who will carry out the
orders for receiving thom, i
- The necessary instructions, as sct forth in your letter, have been
!wued to the Governor at Port Sudan, and he will arrange everythin
in ac‘vnnlmu‘,o with your wishes, . g

Your rqprsrsf'r-lnti\-- who bronght your last letier has been duly
fl.(.’l].llﬂh‘.‘ll in Iifu journey 1o .Ill‘iﬂﬂll. and every assistance has been
E:_.::;;:_"m in his mission, which we trust will be crowned with good

(3 No. 0.
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We have that lotion, he will be brought to

d . on p Al
Port Sudan, whenee he will proceed by the safest means to join you
and report the results of his work.

We take the opportunity, in sending this letter, to explain to you
a matter which might otherwise not have been clear to you, and
which might have given rise to misunderstanding. There are various
Turkish posts and small garrisons along the coasts of Arabia who are
hostile to us, and who are said to be planning injury to our naval
interests in the Red Sea. We may, thercfore, find it necessary to
take hostile measures against these posts and garrisons, but we have
jssued strict instructions that every care must be taken by our ships
to differentiate between the hostile Turkish garrisons and the innocent
Arab inhabitants, towards whom we ontertsin such friendly feelings.

We give yon notice of this matter in case distorted and false
reports may reach you of the reasons for any action which we may
be obliged to take.

We have heard rumours that onr mutunl enemies are
endeavouring to construct boats for the purpose of laying mines in
the Red Sea, and of otherwise injuring our interests there, and we
beg of yon that you will give us early information should you receive
any confirmation of such reports.

We have heard that Thn Rashid has been selling large quantitics
of camels to the Turks, which are being sent up to Damascus.

We hope that you will be able to use your influence with him in
order that he may cease from this practice and, if he still persists,
that you will be able to arrange for the Arabs who lie between him
and Byria to seize the camels as they pass, a procedore which will
be to our mutual advantage.

1 am glad to be able to inform you that those misguided Arabs
under Sayed Ahmed el Senussi, who have fallen victims to the wiles
of Turkish and German intriguers, are now beginning to see the
error of their ways, and are coming in to ug in large numbers, asking
for forgiveness and friendship.

We have severely defeated the forces which these intriguers had
colleeted against us, and the eyes of the Arabs are now becoming
open to the deceit which has been practised upon them.

The capture of Erzernm, and the defeats sustained by the Turks
in the Caucasus, are having a great effect in our favour, and wre
greatly helping the eause for which we are both working.

We ask God to progper your endeavours and to further the work
which yon have taken in hand.

In conclusion, we beg von to accept our warmest salutations and
expressions of friendship.

(Bigned) A. H. McMAHON.
6 Jamad Awwal, 1984,

10263 Wi, — #oco 330 F.OF, 18675 Gp. 0
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